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Situation differs and democracy practised: Sheikh Khalifa 






j li 


By Ahmad AI Jaraflah 

Edrtor-m-CWef, Arab Times 

BAHRAIN'S Prime Minister Sheikh Khalifa Bin Salman fetassaid 
that (fee winds of change that swept across Europe cannot be 
mpfriQcdtotheGidfbecaicKoftbeieimtiveprospaityoftheregion. 

He said the fall of the communist 
regimes was mainly doc to economic 
deprivation, which he described as 
the last straw leading to their down- 
fall. Due to suppression and coercive 
measures, the people rebelled and 
sought new ideologies. This situation 
does not apply in the Gulf, he said, 
because of the existence of 
democracy and freedom of opinion. 


Inside today’s issue 
business survey of 
Kuwait — a supplement 
Pee*» 11-18 


He said: "The region's ideology — 
democracy and freedom of speech — 
is efficient enough (to withstand 
pressure of) foreign ideologies 
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Jarailah interviewing Sheikh Khaffia (left). 


.is independence 


Biggest ever demo in Kashmir 


SAN SALVADOR, Feb 23, 
(AP): Jose Napoleon Duarte, 
who became El Salvador’s first . 
democratically elected President 
in 50 years but was unable to end 
ft 10-year civil war, died today, 
hisdoctor satd-He Wa&64. 

'i\ “Duarte, died of nsphatory 
failure at il.50: ; axn <1750 
GMT},*’ sard ; -|iis personal 
physician, JoseLuis Saca. ; 

He had battled cancer in his 
stomachtind liver for 21 months. 

In .May. 1988, doctors at Wal- 
ter Re^Anny Medical Centre in 1 
Washington diagnosed the can- 
cer. They removed 60 per cent of 
Duarte's stomach and said the 
cancer had spread to his liver. 

Doctors -gave him six to 18 
months to Bye, but he outlasted 
the predictions. 

»• He was reported near death at 
least two timfcs previously. His 
condition worsened this week, 
and doctors bdd said death was 
imminent.’- " \ 
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Islamic World 
marks Mfraj 

THE Islamic world Thursday 
night celebrated the Prophet 
Mohammad’s (PBUH) noctur- 
nal journey, from Makkah to 
Jerusalem mod his ascension to 
the heavens from there. 

> The Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affaire held an official, 
jtligious ceremony following the 


grand Mosque attended by 
Ministry Undersecretary 
Mohammed Nasser Al Hamdan 
4ud a number of Muslim der- 
^men. 
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I Weathe#v—: 


5* FAIR weather with _ light to 
taodenuc aortbwcslcriy wiwl. 

‘ Stale ofjea; Sliofat io moderate 
High water II .00 am . 

Low water: 6.00 am. 6.00 pm 
SumiiaOJQam 
: Srancfc 5.43 pro 

' Maximum temperatures recorded: 

Kuwait 2L*C70*F 
AhmadLlFC64*F 
,Failaka:20‘C68‘F 
Minimum temperatures recorded: 
Kuwait 9*C4S*F 
Afcdudh 12*C 54‘F 
Fxiltta: I2*C54T 
Maximum temperature* expected: 
Kuwait 2VC TOT 
Ahmadi; 18-C64-F 
Fritaka: OTC 68*F 
Mumuim humidity recorded: 
Kuwaiu‘57 per oral 
Ahmaffi: 60 percent 
Faibvka: 48 percent 


SRINAGAR, Feb 23, (Agen- 
cies): Nearly 400,000 Kashmiri . 
Muslims demanding indepen- 
dence from India today held the 
biggest demonstration the Kash- 
mir valley has ever seen, police* . 
and- residents said. 

Nearly half the 800,000 
population of Srinagar, summer 
capital of Jammu and Kashmar 
State, gathered near the office of 
die United Nations military 
Observer Group to hand inpeti- 
tions demanding independence 
for Kashmir, police estimated. 

Many protesters .wore -white 
funeral shrouds to demonstrate 
their willingness to die for their 
cause. Security forces declined to 
intervene. 

At one point, demonstrators 
hurled a barrage of rocks at the 
car of M&ulvi Farooq, the city’s 
chief Muslim deric, after the 
driver refused to stop. 

The driver reversed at high 
speed,' causing the vehicle to 
overturn. The cleric, however, 
was unhurt and was rescued by 
security personnel, police said. 

In another incident, one of two 
bombs believed set by Muslim 
. separatists injured three people 
when it exploded inside a state- 
run bus in a downtown area of 
' Srinagar, police said. 

The second bombing, part of 
an ongoing sabotage campaign 
by the separatists aimed at gover- 
nment property, damaged the 
interior of a state bank, but 
caused no injuries, police said. 

Demonstrators waved Pakis- 
tani flags and the flags of the 
numerous militant groups 
orchestrating the pro-indepen- 
dence movement. A few demon- 
strators en route to the UN office 
hoisted flags on government 
buildings. 

A. Pakistani flag was flown 
from the clock tower in Lai 
. Chowk, the city’s main commer- 
cial area. 


Protest marches are frequent 
in Srinagar, but today’s demon- 
stration was the biggest residents 
had seen. 

Security forces who have been 
enforcing a night curfew in Srin- 
agar made no attempt to stop 

to^UNofficcrato outskirts 
of the city. 

Demonstrators chanting 
slogans such as: "We want 
independence” and “freedom is 
.our Dnthright’' carried nags of 
militant organisations spear- 
heading the movement in Kash- 
mir. 

They also presented petitions 
to two officials of the military 
observer group that monitors 
violations of the hne that divides 
Kashmir. 

Two-thirds of the disputed 
state is controlled by India arid 
the rest by Pakistan. Tbcir troops 
guard the dividing Vine. 

Police and security forces 1 
made no attempt to stop the 
protesters because of govern- 
ment orders not to interfere 
unless life was threatened, 
officials said. 

Demonstrations are officially 
banned in Kashmir but suppor- 
ters of militant organisations 
have routinely taken to the 
streets during the daily 13-hour 
relaxation of curfew. 

Some of today’s^ protesters, 
who included veiled women and 
young children, burned the 
Indian national flag outride the 
UN office. 

At feast 150 people have been 
killed in Kashmir since the mid- 
dle of last month when the 
militan t J amm u and Kashmir 
Liberation Front intensified its 
campaign for freedom. 

An Official spokesman in New 
Delhi said India had rejected 
Pakistan's offer to hold a 
dialogue with India oh Kashmir. 


e claimed the superpowers v 
"agreed to create a new Yata in Has- s 

tern Europe." The situation in the 
Arab world, he said, differed vastly t 
from that of East bloc countries. , 

"Regional countries are wealthy 
nations; the regimes here practice 
social justice. What our people want * 
is a fair distribution of wealth, and 
that is what is happening. Our wealth ‘ 

enables us to achieve social justice,” 
he said. 

"Our democracy and freedom of 
speech is not somedimg forced by the 
constitution but it is practical — 
practised in everyday lire," be stres- 
sed. 

He cited the example of Kuwait 
"When HH the Amir of Kuwait 
opens his doors for his people and 
moves amongst them, without 
guards, he becomes one with tbepeo- 
ple. He listens to their complaints in 
nis diwan; he, thus, shows the highest 
degree of democracy — of a special 
type — demolishing all barriers bet- 
ween the government and the gover- 
ned. 

“When the Kuwaiti people discuss 
their problems in tawairiyas they are 
pra creating natural democracy,” he 
said. 

Similar practices existed in 
Bahrain and other brotherly Gulf 
states like Saudi Arabia, he added. 

Wish** 

“We are not suffering from any 
economic crisis, our regimes do not 
(use) coercive measures,” be said. 

He said people’s call for the return 
.of poxfiamentizy life in Kuwait was 
dealt with “reasonably by the 
Kuwaiti government, which listened 
to the wishes of the people and 
opened a direct dialogue with them; 
and the situation became cteai.” 
Commenting on the economic 
conditions during the 1990s, he 
admitted a decline in oil prices had 
adversely affected revenue but he. 
said conditions have improved since 
1988. He expected oil revenue to rise 
further, particularly due to the cessa- 
tion ofhostihty in the region. He also 
expects new markets for Gulf oil to I 
open in Eastern Europe. 1 

He believes that the lifting of trade 
barriers by the European Economic 
Community in '1992 would bring 
about prosperity in the Gulf region. 

“Industry 0° the Golf) would 
flourish because the cost of indus- 
trialisation would be comparatively 
lower than in Western Europe,” he 
said. 

He said Bahrain now allows Gulf 
citizens to enter tire country without 
visas and had eased visa services for 
expatriate residents in the Gulf coun- 
tries. 

“Any person holding a valid 
re s id en c e in any Gulf country can 
now visit Bahrain; visas would be 
issued immediately on application,” 
he said. Saudi residents can obtain 
entry visas at the Bahrain- Saudi bor- 
der an the causeway, others can get it 
at the airport or can have visas endor- 
sed within a day from a Bahrain 
embassy, he added. 

He said tourism has developed in 

Bahrain 

He urged GCC leaden to bold 
summit meetings every six 
months because “problems can’t be 
resolved unless they are tackled at the 
root”. 

> He said GCC countries must 
[ tackle 'problems without any 

. prejudice “without saying that the 
time is not suitable to discuss certain 
matters.” 


Arafat Enrile regrets 

nt/pwo Mistake named Cory 

J MANILA, Feb 23, (AP): Opposition was sacked by Aquino in Novemb 

Sen. 3 uan Ponce Enrile today said the 1986 after an aborted coup attem 

I __ . Philippines is worse off under by military officers close to him. 

| 1^ |rV\ (7^ Coraxon Aquino and apologised for During the interview, Enrile ss 

I P™ I I I I helping install her as President in tire the Marcos administration ga 

Vi I. Ill 19»6 “people power” revolt. more beiKfits tethe people and tl 

rw-v-T mnrr* toducai tw c . “F™ *ony,” Enrile said durum a ' Aquino’s record of corruption w 
tV/aovT^ot R U?ALbM, Feb call-in programme on radio station worse than that of Marcos. 

a i^? a ^S aa !L? a ^ Cr DZRH. “1 apologise to our people The government is preparing I 

Arafat mid m a letter released today for that event, for what happened, Sunday's festivities to mark the ui 

that be has approved the participa- because we discovered that the peo- . ising. But Entile said there was 

uon ■ . ... e i tm ? ans . from _ the pie in power now have different reason to celebrate. 

Stnp I 0 * 1 *- 1 am „ aski ?8 V 0 ™ apology “What is there to edebrati 

in peace talks with Israel. because we all made a mistake.” Enrile asked. “Our people arc ha vj 

Jratfonnalstatementby Enrile. President Marcos’ defence a hard time. We do not to any frt 

the FLO leader that b e tasa pproved minister, led a handful of reformist of that effort. The vision and 

terms tor Israen-Palestinian talks. military officers who mutinied dream and the direction we wan 

Arafat said in the letter that the against Marcos following the f raud- the nation to take was Vosl” 

PLO would prefer an international marred Feb 7, 1 986 presidential dec- “The darkness and the shortcc 

peace conference and “guarantees tion decided against Aquino. tags and the weakness of the gpve 

that can only beprovided by the great Several hundred rebel soldiers meat in the past are still present in 

powers and the United Nations." then holed up at two military camps. enntmt administration,” be said, 

t But he added: "The PLO once They were joined by hundreds of EnrDe expressed the same view 

more leaned over backward and thousands of civilians who shielded the underground revolution 

i approved tire idea of a dialogue bet- them against tanks sent to crush the affiance for the masses-sokhera erf 

i ween representatives of the Israeli mutiny. FiHpino people, which spearhea 

: government and representatives of The Feb 22-25, 1986, uprising for- the Dec. 1-7, 1989, coup attempt, 

1 the Palestinian people in the ced Marcos to dee to emle in Hawaii, sixth and most serious bid to to] 

1 occupied territories.” where "he died last September. Enrile Aquino. 

= Khamenei ability questioned 

1 NICOSIA, Feb 23,(Rcutcr): A senior Iranianckaric said today subversives in the 

e. country’s theological schools were trying to undermine spiritual leader 
e Ayatollah AH Khamenei. . 

e In an address to Friday prayers in Tehran, Ayatollah Ahmad Azari Qomi 
t- spoke of lingering questions in religious aides about Khamenefs credentials 
o for the position of supreme leader. 

° He urged support for Khamenei and President AH Akbar Hashemi Rafsan- 
jaai and said much or tire current anti-government critidsm couched in Islamic 
« terms was politically loaded. 

£ Pohbcal analysts said Azari Qomi’s blunt speech in tire capital, broadcast Bve 

ig by Tehran Radio, indicated tire rifts were too deep to contain within clerical 
^ circles. 


y jgrallah In an exclusive interview, he said: "Some people believed that 

1, Arab Times the events of Eastern Europe (could) be applied in the Gulf and 

. Arab peninsula- I (want to) tell them our conditions differ. 
Kh ali f a Bin Sah msa a hasmd because the quality of life differs." 
wept across Europe cannot, be Sheikh Khalifa said the changes in Eastern Europe were discussed 
relative prosperity of the region, briefly at the GCC summit, recently held in Oman. 

Kuwaiti tanker on fire 

MANAMA, Feb 23, (AP): A flotilla of salvage tugs being done on a cargo lank when “the whole ship caught 
'worked today to prevent a flareup of fires that could touch Are.” 

off another fire aboard & US-flagged Kuwaiti tanker The SL283-iou tanker, one of five Kuwaiti tankers still 

crippled by fire a day earlier. sailing under protection of the Stars and Stripes 19 months 

US navy warships warned other vessels to keep at feast after the end of the Iraq-Iran war, was bound for Italy with 
four miles away from the fire-ravaged Surf City in busy a cargo of naphtha and diesel fuel, 
sealancs of the southern Gulf, 20 miles (32 km) ofT the coast C . Miles Sheldon, head of Chesapeake Shipping Inc., 

of tire United Arab Emirates. the subsidiary set up by the Kuwait Oil Tanker Co. to 

US military officials identified the two persons killed ta °^ aate f* V S l ni !^ cd / 1 l! ps ’ to “ a ncws oon_ 
yesterday’s fire as the ship’s master, Derrick F . Unardich, facocethat the botfaesof tire captam andfirst mate were 
38, of Norfolk, Virginia, and the first mate, Steven P. , , 

McHugh, 34, of Eaat Bridgewater, Massachusetts. He said that although the fires tad bron contained land 

- & the tanker was no longer m immediate danger of smiting. 

The other 23 crew members, all Americans with one its condition remained unpredictable, 
possible exception, scrambled to lifeboats as flames raced Sbekion said the ship and cargo together were worth 

half the lengt h of t he 700-foot (213-metre) ship toward the more than $30 million but “we do not feel it’s a total loss.” 
stern. The crewmen, including four with minor injuries. In Kuwait, Abdul-Fattah Al Bader, chairman of 
were rescued by the American missile frigate USS Simp- KOTC, said the fire most likely had been caused by a short 
son, on patrol nearby. circuit. He agreed with US military officials who earlier 

One survivor, Wayne Cohen, 27, of Boston said the discounted the possibility of Iranian sabotage or a drifting 
captain and first mate wereinthelocation where work was mine. 


MANILA, Feb 23, (AP): Opposition 
Sol 3 uan Ponce Emile today said the 
Philippines is worse off under 
Corazon Aquino and apologised for 
helping mural! ber as President in the 
1986 “people power” revolt. 

‘Tin sorry,” Enrile said during a 
call-in programme on radio station 
DZRH. “1 apologise to our people 
for that event, for what happened, 
because we discovered that the peo- 
ple in power now have different 
goals. I am asking your apology 
because we all made a mistitke.” 

Enrile. President Marcos’ de fence 
minister, led a handful of reformist 
military officers who mutinied 
against Marcos following tire f raud- 
marred Feb 7, 19&6 presidential elec- 
tion decided against Aquino. 

Several hundred rebel soldiers 
then holed up at two military camps. 
They were joined by hundreds of 
thousands of civilians who qh fc r Mfd 
them against tanks sent to crush the 
mutiny. 

The Feb 22-25, 1986, uprising for- 
ced Marcos to Qee to male in Hawaii, 
where he died last September. Enrile 


was sacked by Aquino ta November 
1986 after an aborted coup attempt 
by miUtary officers dose to him. 

During the interview, Enrile said 
the Marcos administration gave 
more be ne fits tethe people and that 
' Aquino’s record of c or r up t i on was 
worse than that of Marcos. 

The government is preparing for 
Sunday's festivities to mark the upr- 
ising. But Enrile said there was no 
reason to celebrate. 

“What is there to celebrate?” 
Enrile asked. ‘Dur people are having 
a hard time. We do not to any fruits 
of that effort. The vision mid the 
dream and the direction wc wanted 
the nation to take was lost” 

“The darkness and the shortcom- 
ings and the weakness of the govern- 
ment mtbcf^st are still present in the 
current administration," be said. 

Enrile expressed the same views of 
the underground revolutionary 
alliance for the tnasses-sokfiers of ita 
Filipino people, which spearheaded 
the Dec. 1-7, 1989, coup attempt, the 
sixth and most serious bid to topple 
Aquino. 


Confidence in 
economy growing 

SHEIKH Salon Abdul Aziz Al Sabah 
has said confidence ta (he Kuwait econ- 
omy is strong and it is increasing as a 
result of the joint economic report, 
recommendations, which emphasised 
the govenuneot’i intention to reac- 
tivate the economic situation. In addi- 
tion, the Kuwait economy has in the 
past three years, achieved good growth 
rates in some sectors, while other sec- 
tors have improved. Sheikh Salem said 
despite this, we aspire to achieve better 
growth rates. (S— P— a ft) 


Bail at PS 


Kafil 

system 

annulled 


KUWAITS Interior Ministry 
lias decided to abrogate the per- 
sonal guarantor (Kami) system at 
afl police stations ta the country . 

Police stations have ta the past 
required a Kuwaiti guarantor to | 
sign out both Kuwaitis and non- 
Kmvaitis involved ta criminal 
offences and misdemeanours. 
Guarantors were as a matter of 
practice held responsible in the 
event their charges fled the coun- 
try before the case came to court. 

The persona] guarantee system 
is being replaced with the grant- 
ing of tail ranging from KD30 to 
KD1QO depending on the type of 
offence. j 

.However, if the chief of taves- ! 
ligations deems it necessary he 
can keep the offender in jail for 
upto 21 days pending further 
investigations. 

The new system has been wel- 
comed by observers because it 
would relieve minor offenders 
(traffic, quarelling) from the 
embarrassment of calling a 
Kuwaiti guarantor. 

The bail is refundable after due 
process. Interior Ministry sour- 
ces said. 


intensify 
drug war 

UNITED NATIONS, Feb 23, 
(Kuna): Kuwait has calledon the 
international community to exert 
intensified and sincere efforts to 
combat the problem of drugs which is 
posing dangerous threats on all levels 
of human life. 

Addressing the United Nations 
General Assembly’s special session 
on drugs, Kuwait's permanent 
representative Mohamed Abdalla 
Abul Hassan yesterday called for 
orchestrated efforts to destroy an the 
rings involved ta producing, smug- 
gling and consuming drugs. 

Red ting UN reports, Abul Hassan 
underlined that drugs was the com- 
mon enemy of both developed and 
developing countries as it sedriously 
endangers the socuriyl cf several 
world countries. 

He said illicit drug trafficking has 
of late become a giant industry ta 
which thousand sof millions of 
dollars were invested, noting that the 
cash price of traded drugs had 
l exceeded the cash price of inter- 
national oil trade. 

The Kuwaiti envoy urged all coun- 
treis, particularly those wbohave no 
deterent legislations agaism drugs to 
quickly enact such laws, arguing that 
stern punishments were more effec- 
tive. 

He said Kuwait, which enacted 
two laws on combating illicit drug 
trafficking in 1983 and 1987, carry- 
ing punishments which are tan- 
tamount to IS years imprisonment, 
was currently considering further 
deterent punishments including con- 
fiscation of money accumulated 
drug trafficking.. 


Iraqi linked to Saudi killings AC p leaders 

MANILA. Feb 23, (AP): Authorities have arrested an Iraqi who allegedly is a . (HTIVG Sf) A fll 111311 


MANILA, Feb 23, (AP): Authorities have arrested an Iraqi who allegedly i$ a 
member of a fake passport ring that may have provided travel documents to 
gunmen who killed three Saudi diplomats in Bangkok this month, an immigra- 
tion spokeswoman said today. 

Sarah Andes, sqxikeswoman of the commission on immigration and dqxsna- 
a on, said immigration officers arrested Mustafa Mohammad al a restaurant he 
owns in Manila's Enaita district 

Two other Iraqis, identified as Alanxeri Alaa Abbas and Riad M unshed 
Fanoush, Mohammad's business partners, were not thereat the tuneof the raid 
and ait believed to be in hiding, she said. 

Ms Andes said the immigration office ordered their arrest on the recommen- 
dation of the Department of Foreign Affairs following intelligence reports 
linking than to the Feb 1 killing of three Saudi Arabian diplomats in Bangkok, 

A Manila newspaper, quoting immigration office sources, said Mohammad, 
27, formerly from Baghdad, and Fanoush may have been directly involved in the 
Bangkok killings. 

Mohammad denied links with (he group or with the murders. 


AMMAN, Feb 23, (AP): Leaders of 
the four Arab Co-oper&lian Council 
states gatberedin Jordan today to co- 
ordinate political efforts, despite the 
collapse of proposals for a joint 
Iraqi- Jordaman-Syrian front against 
Israel 

President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq, Hosni Mubarak of Egypt and 
Ali Abdullah Saleh of North Yemen 
flew into Queen Alia international 
airport south of Amman in the after- 
noon and were met by King Hussein. 

The arrival c e r e m onies for each 
leader were shown by state-run Jor- 
dan television. 
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France to give Dhaka flood control aid 

DHAKA, Feb 23, (UPI): During ~ \ j mi 

Attempt to assassinate Khaleda Zia 

to provide 140 minion French 
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Ershad received Mitterrand (left) on his arrival at Dhaka airport (Reuter 

wirephoto) 


finance a five-year World Bank 
flood control project worth $146 
million. 

Bangladesh and France also 
agreed tx) renew a 10- year nuclear 
co-operation agreement which 
was to expire in August. Under 
the new agreement Fiance will 
help Bangladesh with training of 
personnel and supply of equip- 
ment But France will not supply 
any nuclear reactor, said Foreign 
Secretary Abul Ahsan at the end 
of hour-long official talks. 

‘"We neither have plans to join 
the nuclear club nor requested 
any nuclear plant from France,” 
be said. 

Ahsan said Mitterrand and 
Bangladesh President Hussain 
Muhammad Ershad held private 


DHAKA, Feb 23, (UPI): The Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party said in a news conference yesterday that an attempt 


Zia as she led a procession tov 


Minar, a 


language movement in 19.51 
Several bombs were hurled and shots fired near the 
procession Wednesday. 

The BNP official said workers of the rival opposition 
Awami League and its student front, backed by the gover- 
nment, mark the attack on the BNP procession. He des- 
cribed the attack as part of a conspiracy to dewmv »h** 


nationalist forces. . . . 

The official also alleged that eight home-made bombs 
were burled at the residence of retired Lt Gen. Mir 
Shawkat Ali, a former Bangladesh high commissioner to 
the United Kingdom and now Dhaka city unit chief of 
BNP, on Wednesday night. 


“This was apparently an attempt on my life and my 
family. But I shall not be cowed by threats,” Ali told 
reporters. 

He linked the attacks to clashes between rival opposi- 
tion groups earlier on Wednesday. 
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talks for 40 minutes before join- 
ing the official talks led by the 
foreign ministers of the two 
countries. 

The talks were held in a warm 
and cordial atmosphere, there 
being no contentious issues bet- 
ween two countries. Ahsan said. 

Mitterrand told the meeting 
that the purpose of his visit was 


to get first-hand knowledge 
about the country and establish 
personal contact with a 

courageous people fighting with 

ascourgeof nature. He was refer- 
ring to the periodic monsoon 
floods which destroy crops and 
spread disease several times per 
decade in Bangladesh, in which 
drain the mighty Ganges and 


Brahmaputra river systems, fed 
by the world's tallest mountains 
— the Himalayas. 

“We appeal to the world not 
merely to help Bangladesh. We 
ask them to help this country in a 
way it could increase its own 
resources so that the country can 
build its future,” Mitterrand said 
at a civil reception. 


Doctors and nurses of the Tribhuvan University Hospital protest 
against the violence used by the government during recent rallies in 

Kathmandu. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Muslims 
urge to 
support 
Janata 


India shows concern 


Nepalis allege 
police atrocities 

Opposition rejects talks 


French nuclear offer to Pakistan 


NEW DELHI. Feb 23, (Kuna): 
Major Muslim organisations of 
India yesterday urged minorities to 
ensure victory of the ruling Janata 
Dal m Feb 27 election for eight states 


and one union territory. 

In a joint statement, leaders of four 


NEW DELHI, Feb 23, (Agencies): India today expressed concern over France's decision 
to sell Pakistan a nuclear power plant, contending it would enhance its rival's alleged 
efforts to produce atomic weapons. 

A foreign minis tiy spokesman said the government of Prime Minister V.P. Singh had 
raised the matter with France, which is currently working to expand its commercial and 
political relations with both Pakistan and India. 

The Indian reaction came two days after French President Francois Mitterrand 
announced during a vis t to Pakistan that his government would sell Islamabad a nuclear 
plant Speaking at a joint news conference with Pakistan Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto. 


Mitterrand said the tenns of the deal had yet to be worked out 
He acknowledged that the decision would displease India. But he pointed out that 
Indiahad itself purchased a French nudear plant and he questioned why a similar facility 
should not be supplied to Pakistan, New Delhi's rival and foe in three wars since 1 948. 
Mitterrand said France had decided to "show full confidence'' in Pakistan's assuran- 


Palristan. 


Muslim parties appealed to all sec- 
tions of the people to support the 
Janata Da] and defeat the Congress 


Janata Da] and defeat the Congress 
(0 in the polls. 

Their statement came following 
Shahi Imam of Jama Masjid Syed 
Abdullah Bukhari support to the 
National Front government in the 
coming election. 

The Muslims are in good popula- 
tion in these states and their support 
will definitely brighten chances of the 
National Front in the elections. 

Indian Muslim leaders said three 
month record of National Front 
government has created a new sense 
of confidence among minorities and 
the weaker sections. 

There are reasons to hope that the 
Indian politics would go through a 
sea of change under the stewardship 
of V.P. Singh. 


Battle for survival 


Sikh militants 
kill jail official 


CHANDIGARH, India, Feb 23, 
(UPLk Sikh extremists yesterday 
shot dead a senior jail official in nor- 
thern Punjab state as a call by a 
militant student group for disrup- 
tions of rail services evoked a partial 
response, officials said. 

An unspecified number _ of 
militants ambushed Pyare Lai Virdi. 
the assistant superintendent of the 
Amritsar Central Jail, as he stepped 
outofhiscar in front of a government 


office in the Sikh holy city. 230 miles 
(368 km) northwest of the state 


(368 km) northwest of the slate 
capital of Chandigarh. 

The victim had gone to the loca- 
tion to drop ofT his wife who worked 
in the office, police said. 


NEW DELHI, Feb 23, (Reuter): 

A crucial set of state elections 
next Tuesday is expected to 
decide the futures of Indian 
Prime Minister Vishwanath 
Pratap Singh and his arch rival 
Rajiv Gandhi, political analysts 
say. 

The polls are likely to deter- 
mine the fate of the minority 
government Singh formed after 
last November's general elec- 
tions with outside support from 
the right-wing Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) and Marxist groups, 
said Prannoy Roy, India's top 
election analyst. 

The elections will be held for 
assemblies in eight states and the 
South Indian territory of Pondi- 
. cherry, which has yet to be 
elevated to join the country’s 25 
states. 

Singh heads only the second 
Indian government since 
independence in 1947 notfonned 
by the Congress Party, which lost 
its majority in the November 
elections. 

"If V.P. Singh's Janata Dal 
does well, he can consolidate the 
position of his government and 
continue to play a balancing role 
between the communists and the 
BJP ” Roy said. 

Roy predicted most gains 
would go to the BJP, riding a 


Poll predicts Congress (I) defeat 


NEW DELHI, Feb 23, (UPI): A major opinion poll released yesterday predic- 
ted former prime minister Rajiv Gandhi's Congress (T) Party will be defeated in 
next week's state assembly elections. 

Experts believe Feb 27 elections to seven state assemblies — all governed by 
Rajiv's Congress (I) Party — are a major test for the former Indian prime 
minister. A poor showing at the voting booths would leave his party poweriess 
across the crucial north India, fueling opposition to his party leadership. 

The survey conducted by Sunday magazine predicted Rajiv's Congress Q) 
Party would win just 294 seats — 1 9 per cent — out of 1 ,529 scats up for grab in 
the five northern state of Bihar, Orissa, Madhya Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh 
and Rajasthan, and the two western states of Maharashtra and Gujarat 


Kashmir 
family’s 
split down 
the line 


religious . resurgence among 
India's main community, the 
Hindus, which also helped the 
BJP increase its seats in 
Parliament’s lower house from 
two to 88. 


His prediction appeared to be 
backed by a survey conducted by 


the magazine Sunday that said 
Congress would lose all eight 
states, which it now rales. 

The BJP would win Himachal 
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh, 
while sharing power with 
another right-wing Hindu party 
in Maharashtra, the survey, 
released yesterday, said. 

It also forecast victory for a 
BJP-Janata Dal combine in 
Rajasthan. The Janata Dal was 
expected to win in Bihar, Gujarat 
and Orissia, the survey said alth- 


ough many political analysts said 
Congress could do better than 
expected in Bihar. 

. "A BJP triumph in the north is 
the most likely scenario. That- 
would put intense pressure bn the 
government,” Roy said. “The 
BJP would start demanding their 
pound of flesh.” 


“Their (BJP) demands could 
increase and force the commun- 
ists to withdraw support for 
Singh at some stage,’? Roy said. 
The crucial battles will be 


fought in the Hindi -speaking 
heartland, in Madhya Pradesh, 


Bihar, Himachal Pradesh and 
Rajasthan. 

Singh's Janata Dal and the 
BJP crushed Congress in 
November in the Hindi belt. 


BUGENA VILLAGE, Pakistan, Feb 
.23, (AP): Ibrahim Bhat can see the 
house of his brother across a brook, 
he can hear the sounds of celebra- 
tie ns when there'saweddingorwafl- 
ing for a death. Buthe is forbidden to 
walk the 10 yards (metres) to get 
there. 

Bhat, 80, is banned from the house 
of his brother, Suleiman, by a 
ceasefire fine that separates India 
from Pakistan. 

Indian troops man bunkers 
: opposite Bhat’s coM fields WhereTfttf 
snow-capped mountains ’ of , the 
. Himalayas, streteh mtotheheavauL 
. Pakistani trenches tine -the hiUa 
1 behind him. Sometimes a ia£de~of 
automatic weapons fire cuts through 
the peace of Bugina. 

Bhat and his 70-year-okl brother 
are Kashmiris, the people who have 
inhabited this Himalayan village for 
centuries. 

Their land was split between India 
and Pakistan in 1947 following the 
end of British colonial rule. The two 
countries fought wars over the region 
in 1948 and 1965. Now, although few 
fear another conflict, tensions are 
heating up again on the line. 

On Jan 20, Indian troops launched 
a crackdown on Muslim separatists 
in India's state of Jammu- Kashmir, 


"We have seen reports on the 
effect that France has cleared the 
sale of a nuclear power plant to 
Pakistan. Anything which has 
the effect of strengthening or 
expanding the weapous-orienta- 
tion and clandestine nature of 
Pakistan's nuclear programme is 
a matter of concern to us,” said a 
statement read by the Foreign 
Ministry spokesman. 

“Our concern with regard to 
the sale of the French power 
plant has been brought to the 
attention of France,” he added. 

When it was pointed out that 
India has purchased a French- 
made nuclear plant and is con- 
templating an offer to buy two I 
more, the spokesman replied: 
"Our plans are not weapons- 
oriented and not clandestine.” 

In Islamabad, a Foreign Min- 
istry spokesman said that the 
United States should not be con- 
cerned about France's decision 
to selj Palgistan a nudea& v pg#er , 
plant. 

■ The! US State Department - 
criticised the decision to make 
the sale without requiring Pakis- 
tan to comply with international 
safeguards on its nuclear 


KATHMANDU, Feb 23, 
(Agencies): Nepalis, peasants, 
artisans and students spoke 
today of chaotic arrests, beatings 
in detention and deaths in three 
days of anti-government protests 
this week. 

Some 40 people, ranging from, 
a 14-year-old boy in T-shirt and 
jeans to middle-aged peasant 
women wrapped in blankets 
against the Himalayan winter, 
crowded into a dilapidated com- 
mon room at a Kathmandu, 
university to address a news con- 
ference. 

Speaking through an inter- 
preter from the human rights 
organisation of Nepal, some 
alleged they had been rounded 
up and beaten arbitrarily before 
and during the protests at Kath- 
I mandu. 'Hie protests launched 
on Sunday a campaign for open 
political activity. 

A government spokesman, 
asked to comment on the allega- 
tion, suggested some of those at 
the news conference might have 


He was released on Tuesday after ’ 
signing a statement promising;: 
never to demonstrate. \ 

The government announced'; 
yesterday that it had released! 
about 600 people detained dur-] 
ing the protests, saying its policy ; 
was "to release those who have? 
not been involved in destructive \ 
activities.” ; 


someone is detained 


theyget angry,” he said. 

“The police are also human. 
When they receive violence from 
demonstrators, it is natural for 
them to get angry. But they are 
not supposed to beat them 
(detainees),” he said. 

The government said 1 1 peo- 
ple dieotii tfcedhsEeS earlier this 
week, when it saM- police were; 


programmes. 

“We believe that a full- 


NEW INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY^ 
NOW MAKES WRITING A ^ 

PLEASURE 


the only sure in predominantly 
Hindu India with a Muslim majority. 


Thp separatists want either an 
independent Kashmir or union with 
Pakistan, a Muslim nation. 

Tensions escalated when Indian 
troops killed several Pakistani 
students Feb 1 1 on the border after 
the students tried to onus into India 
in solidarity with the separatists. 

The recent troubles nave made it 
even harder for Bhat and bis brother . 

When times were good, the men 
would meet on a small rode in the 
middle of the stream and gossip 
about life on either side. Sometimes 
they would bring dishes for each 
other, made by their wives. There are 
no telephones. 

Now, Pakistan and Indian troops 
have forbidden them from even talk- 
ing. 

“Don’t lex me catch you sneaking 
to the brook, old man.” Pakistan 
i Army Lt- Raza Aqcel shouted at 
Bhat one recent day near the ceasefire 
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safeguard requirement would 
have made a much more sig- 
nificant contribution to streng- 
thening international non- 
proliferation efforts in general, 
and in the south Asian region in 
particular,” the statement 
released in Washington said. 

The Pakistani Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman repeated his 
government’s oft-stated promise 
not to produce a nuclear weapon 
and told a news conference, "the 
United States reaction to the 
French decision to sell Pakistan a 


’ ajgaiiist . stone-flfrovting' iSfemon-l 
strators. 

Transport worker Shyam Kri- 
shna Shrestha said he was among 
about 400 bystanders, hawkers 
and demonstrators arrested 
amid the confusion in the 
bazaars of old Kathmandu. - 

ted, because \ was not^mon- 
strating,” Shrestha said. 

“I was told: nrhat doesn’t con- 
cern you’.” . 


Dhubra Man Pradhan, a 28- ; 
year-old graduate student, said! 
he was on a protest march oni 
Sunday, when police^ charged ^ 
with batons. He displayed nve( 
stitches in his head,; swollen) 
knuckles arid bruises on his! 
atoiriach and bade. 

_ Rama .Prasad Subha,-- 14,-? 
showed what resembled a wound 
from a rubber bullet in his right 
'shoulder. *. 

r- - ' .-i- " 

He sptd he was shqton Mon- 
day in Bhaktapur, some 20 km 
(12 mUes) from Kathmandu,, 
when he rantp look atwhattur- 
ned outlo.be a maj or. confronta- 
tion between police and demon- 
strators. 

Some of the students laughed 
and chatt ed as they made their 

allegations. 

Purna Bhakta Duwal, a sligh- 
tly built man of 38, was blank- 
faced as he told of how he aban- 
doned the body of his brother 
without ceremony at a Kath- 
mandu vaUey hospital on Mon*' 
day. 

1 '^wd u smd ; his 23^year-^>ld 
Brother^ Krishhii Ranvhadgqne 
out to demonstrate in Baihtapur 
and was shot in the chest. 

The government spokesman 
said he would try to find out what 
happened to the body. 

Earlier today, doctors and 
students at Kathmandu univer- 
sity medical school stood for two 
hours on the campus lawn in 
silent protest at this week's 
deaths. 

Wearing black armbands, 
they declined to speak to repor- 


: i i M i i 


held first at a police recreation 
club, then a traffic police 
headquarters, where they were 
divided into categories. 

Most groups were beaten, but 
his was not. Ire said. “We obeyed 
all the orders and commands.* 


rai uispiaycu iwu posuas. l Ac 

One, in English, said; “Medics |*H 
against violations’ of human ' ^ 
rights.” 

The second, in Nepali, said: 

“We pray for the eternal peace of 
those souls killed by the govern- 
ment,” 


nuclear power plant is not well- 
founded.” 


Mitterrand's approval of the 
uclear plant for Pakistan 


fine. “You’ve lived along time. Don't 
end it with an Indian bullet.” 
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end it with an Indian bullet.” 

“They are my people, how can I 
ignore them?” Bhat growled as Ins 
beard, dyed red with henna, bobbed 
up and down. “Politics has divided 
my house in two. My heart is weep- 
ing.” 

Aqecl commands the posts above 
Bhat s house and n responsible for 
security in Bugma. a village of about 



500 people. 

“We are ready for the enemy,” 
Aqed said, full of a soldier’s 


bravado. “We have all the newest 

weapons and we are sure to win.” 

The young lieutenant's bluster is 


not shared by Mohammed Arfan, a 
45-ycar-oki farmer who lives in a bis 
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45-year<old farmer who lives in a big 
blue house just yards from the Bhat 
clan 

Arfan fled to Pakistan after the 
1965 war. He joined the Pakistani 
army and travelled throughout the 
country, but chose to settle in Bugina 
because it was the nearest he could 
get to his native home. 

'This is my valley and fighting 
would only make us poorer,” said the 
father of six. ”1 wish the politicians 
would forget us and then maybe we 
couki live m peace.” 

Arlan grew up on the Indian side 
of the ceasefire line. To this day, his 
father and three brothers lire in a 

small compound across the creek in 
India. 

"I came back in 1970. I was 
homesick for the Kashmir but living 
here mixes happiness with pain." be 


nuclear plant for Pakistan 
provoked a storm of protest from 
environmentalists in Paris, a 
US official said Washington 
would keep a dose watch on the 
deal. 

The French Greens Party said 
in a statement yesterday that 
underdeveloped Pakistan had ^ 
need ofa nuclear industry. “This 
country — whose population 
shot from 64.3 million in 1970 to 
105.4 in 1988 — needs trills, not 
the atomic bomb,” it added. 

Ronald Lehman, director of 
the US arms control and disar- 
mament agency, told a satellite 
news conference yesterday the 
United States was not opposed to 
the peaceful use of nudear power 
but added: “We have concerns 
about the possibility of an amis 
race in South Asia and we are 
urging restraint.” 

“We will be watching this 
extremely closely ," Tubman sgjd 
in Washington. 

The Paris daily Le Monde 
quoted a US spokesman as say- 
ing Islamabad had offered 
France insufficient safeguards. 


Freedom Party plans 
campaign on rights 


Lanka emergency may go 


COLOMBO, Feb 23, (Reuter): Sri 
Lanka's opposition parties will 
Jaund) a campaign to tefl the woM 
about widespread human-rights 
abuses, including thousands of kill- 
ings by pro-government death 
squads, former Prime Minister 
Sirfma Hatiffyn uMiltf 
She told reporters late yesterday 
her Sri Lanka Freedom Party would 
send two representatives to Geneva 
next week xo attend meetings of the 
United Nations human right* com- 

DHSS201L 

_ Sri Lanka's main opposition par- 
ties would meet next week to ohm 
fanbertactica, the 73-year-old leader 


“People are afraid here to expose 
the preeminent and their human- 
ridus record. We. need to create 
public opinion abroad,” she tokl a 
news conference. 

She condemned the murder 
week of journalist Richard de Zoysa 
and named it on pro-government 
vjgfiameL “I strongly think it vu 


done with government patronage 
and contrivance,” she said. . 

De Zoysa, an editor and Colombo 
correspondent for the Rome-based 
Interpress Service, was abducted by 
six gunmen from his home and was' 
later found shot dead on a beach 

outside the capital. 

Opposition politicians, have said 
Ik was killed because he wrote exten- 
sively about human-rights abuses. 

She said that in the past few yean 
thousands of Sri 1 anfam had been 
lulled but the government had not 
been able to track down the culprits. 

Earlier, Bandaranaike told 
Parliament that anyone who dared to 
criticise the government risked bring 
abducted. ‘ 


Pakistan scholar 
gunned down 


■ Meanwhile Foreign Affairs Mini- 
ster Ranjan Wjjeratne said that the 
Sri Lankan government was hopeful 
of lifting next month the state of 
emergency, which has been in force 
continuously from July 1989, as the 
overall situation in the country was 
fast improving. 


ISLAMABAD, Feb 23, (Roller): 
Prime M mister Benazir Bhutto con- 
demned today the killing of an 
Islamic scholar who led a snfitaat 
ann-Stda Muslim organisation. 

She said the people who gunned 
down Maulaaa Haq Nawaz Jhangvi 
yesterday were bent on stirring m. 
discontent and hatred betw»»Pa£ 
roan s religious sects. 

w ho was kaiod by uniden- 
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smdl their cooking but leant shake 
the hand of tny father.” 

Two weeks ago, oocofhisncphcwi 

was married on the Indian side. 


^draorjhang.wasbest known 
Sunni Muslim activist who 
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Wins 4: ‘Wake me up when this is over’ 

Raitt from obscurity 

to Grammy awards 


LOS ANGELES, Feb 23, (AP): Rock survivor Bonnie Raitt, who has 
toiled in the vineyards of obscurity since the 1960s, won four Grammy 
awards Wednesday including Album of the Year, for her critically 
acclaimed “Nick Of Time" album. 

“I can only take so much of this,** said Raitt, accepting her fourth 
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Ratfr shows off - her four Grammys. (Reuter wire photo) 
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LQ$ANG)ELES, Feb 23, (AR):.Here 
is h' lijr.br winners' ar J^ednesday/s . 
32ti&ffinraal Grammy Awards ' - ’ J 

1. Record of the Yean “Wind Ben- 
eath My Wings,” Bette Midler. 

2. Album of the .Yean “Nick of 
Time," Bo nnie Raitt, 

3. Song of the yean “Wind Beneath 
My Wmg Larry Henley and Jeff 
Sflbar. songwriters. 

4. New artist: Mllfi VanxlIL 

5. Pop vocal, female: “Nick of 
Time." Bonnie Raitt. 

6. Pop vocal, male: “How Am I Sup- 
eCo iLive Without ,Von^ 
Bolton. 

i; duo, or. 

'S'TOSSl'® 

Ahfdb-Ni 

8; Pop ' mstnunentalr "Healing 
Chant," Neville Brothers. 

9. Rock vocal,' female: “Nick of 
Time," Bonnie Raitt. 

10. Rode vocal, male: “The End of 
the Innocence,'’ Don Henley. 

11. Rock vocal, duo or group: 
“TravdHngWIIburys Volume One,” 
Travelling Wflburys. 

12. Rock instrumental: “Jeff Bede's 
Guitar Shop with Terry Bozzk) and 
TonyHymas.” 

13. Hard rock vocal or instrumental: 
“Cult of Personality," Living 
Colour. 

14. Metal vocal or instrumental: 
“One,” MetalBca. 

1 5. Rhythm and Blues vocal, female*. 
“Giving You the Best That I Got," 
Anita Baker. 

16. Rhythm and blues vocal, male: 
“Every Little Sttti," Bobby Brown. 

37. Rhythm and Blues, duo or group: 
Soul 11 SouL 

T8- Rhythm and Blues instrumental: 
“African Dance, (trad: for Keep on 
Movin’),'’ Soul U SouL 

19. Rhythm and Blues song: “If You 
Don’t Know Me By Now," Simply 
Red. * 

20. Rap: “Busta Move," YoungMC. 

21. New Age: “Passion — Music For 
the Last Temptation of Christ,” 
Peter GabricL 

22. Jazz fusion: “Letter from Home," 
Pat Matheny group. 

23. Jazz vocal, : female: “Blues on 
Broadway," Ruth Brown. 

24. Jazz vocal, male: “When Harry 
Met Sally," Harry Connick Jr. 

23. Jazz vocal performance, duo or 
group: “Malrin Whoopee," Dr John 
Ricbe Lee Jones. 

26. Jazz instrumental, soloist: 
“Aura," Miles Davis. 

27. Jaa instrumental, group: ’’Chick 
Corea, Akoustic Band,” Chick 
Corea, Akoustic Band. 

28. Jazz instrumental, big band: 
“Aura," Miles Davis. 

29. Country 1 vocal, female: 
“Absolute Torch and Twang," KID. 
Lang. 

30. Country Vocal, male: “Lyle 
Lovett and His Large Band," Lyle 
Lovett. 

31. Country vocal, duo or group: 
"Will the Circle Be Unbroken 
Volume 2," The Nitty Gritty Dirt 



Silbar, won record of the year and song of the year. 

"This record's my first No.' 1," Midler said u> the audience at the 
32nd annual Grammy awards show. “I had to wait I7yearsforit I hope 
I don't have to wait another 17.” 

Raitt also won female rock vocalist and shared the traditional blues 
award with John Lee Hooker for "Fm in the Mood" on Hooker’s "The 
Healer” album. 

"This means so much for the 
lriwH of music I do, and means 
those of us who do rhythm and 


blues are going to get a chance 
again,” said Raitt, 40, a four- 
time nominee during hex career. 

It was a night for survivors. 

The all-star collaboration of 
the travelling WQburys, which 
includes former Beatte George 
Harrison, won the rock vocal 
group Grammy, endmgthe Roll- 
ing Stones’ latest bid for a first 
Grammy. 

Don Henley, formerly of the 
Fagtes, won male rock vocalist 
for his lyrical, melancholy "The 
End of the Innocence," Henley 
co-wrote the album's title track 
with Bruce Hornsby. It was his 
ricth career Grammy. 

“Great. You sing a song, you 
win an award," a smiling Henly 
said, accepting his award 
moments alter performing the 
tune with Hornsby. 

Blue-eyed soul balladeer 
Michael Bolton won best male 
pop vocalist Grammy for “How 
Am 1 Supposed To Live Without 
You,” and Linda Rons tad t and 
Aron Neville won pop duo hon- 
ours for their love duet “Don't 
Know Much 

The producer for Ronstadt 
and Neville, Peter Asher, who 
began his career in the ’60s as half 
of the Peter and Gordon duo, 
was named producer of the year. 

Bolton, who has been record- 
ing since the *70s acknowledged 
his “overnight success” and 
thanked "Ray Charles for bless- 
ing us aD and opening his mouth 
and singing.” 

Ronstadt thanked Neville's 
mother “She gave us not only 
Aaron, but all the Neville broth- 
ers and that’s a pretty great 
musical contribution.” Neville 
bad.his first top IQ hi£.m..l966 
It Lake It Ts.” Ron- 



Berte Midler (Reuter wirephoto) 


Midi Vanilii pose with their awards. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Michael Bolton 
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: Stunning Comeback 

‘Nick of Time’ 

LOS ANGELES, Feb 23, CAP): Bonnie Raitt, a whiskey-voiced redhead 
eluded by fame in a tough, 20-year career, soared to a stunning comeback 
Wednesday night with four top Grammy awards. 

Her “NjckofTime" record was named Album of the Year and won her 
topfemale pop and rock vocalist honours. She also shared the traditional 
Blues Grammy with John Lee Hooker for the “I’m in the Mood” track on 
■ Hooker’s “The Hrakr” I*. 

^The 1980s woe 




it yrarafqr Raitt. 40; who switched record labels 
— c ' v ' 1 — “ “Nick> of-Tahe” chronicles- Her- 


.”• was ignhred by critics arid her" 
record label, which refused to rdased it ou compact disc. 

The daughter of Broadway musical star John Raitt (“Carousd." 
“Oklahoma") and his wife and piano accompanist, Marjorie Haydock, 
Raitt taught herseif how to play guitar at the age of 9. 

. Her early influences included bhiesman Junior Wells, who played on 
her first album, "Bonnie Raitt,” in 1971. “Nick of Time” is her ninth 
album. 

One of her best known singles was her 1977 cover of the late Dei 
Shannon’s “Runaway." In the interim, her work was uneven as she 
fought drug and alcohol abuse. 

Three years ago , she began psychotherapy and a year later she joined 
Alcoholics Anonymous. 

On her recent concert tour, which played to packed houses across the 
nations, she told audiences that vanity led to her rebirth as an artist. 

- “I was going to make an album with Prince,” she said in 1988. 

“It's one thing to go on stage if yon’ie a little chunky . it’s another tq 
make a video with a guy who’s known for looking foxy," she said. “I 
decided to lose weight, which you can'tdoifyou’rc drinking all tbe time." 


Band. 

32. Country vocal, collaboration: 
“There’s A Tear in My Beer," Hank 
Williams, Jr and Hank Williams, Sr. 

33. Country instrumental: “Amaz- 
ing Grace," Randy Scruggs. 

Road, 

Gritty Dirt Band. 

35. Country song: “After All This 
Time," Rodney CroweL 


Hornsby and tbe Ni tty 


36. Gospel, female: “Don’t Cry.” 
Cece Winans. 

37. Gospd, male: “Meantime,” Bebe 
Winans. 

38. Gospel, duo, group, choir or 
chorus: “The Saviour is Waiting," 
Take 4. 

39. Sou! gospel, female or male: “As 
LongAsWc reTogpther," A1 Green. 

40. Soul gospel vocal, duo, group, 
choir or chorus; “Let Brotherly Love 
Continue,” Darnel Wiuans and 
Choir. 

41. Latin pop: "Odito Undo," Jose 
Feliciano. 

42. Tropica] Latin: “Ritmo En El 
Corazon.” Celia Cruz and Ray 
Barretto. 

43. Mexican- American: “La Pistola 
Y El Corazon,” Los Lobos. 

44. Traditional blues: “I’m In the 
Mood," John Lee Hooker and Bon- 
nie Raitt. 

45. Contemporary blues: “In 
Stevie Ray Vaughan and “ 
Trouble. 

46. Traditional folk: “LeMysteredes 
Voix Bulgares, Volume U,” Bul- 
garian Slate Female Vocal Choir. 


47. Contemporary folk: “Indigo 
Girls," Indigo Girts. 

48. Polka: “All In My Love for Yon,” 
Jimmy Sturr and his orchestra. 

49. Reggae: “One Bright Day," 
ZiggyMariey. 

50. Recording for children: “The 
Rock-a-Bye Collection, Volume L” 
Tanya Goodman. 

51 . Comedy Reconfirm: ^ “PDQ Bach: 
1712 Overture and Other Musical 
Assaults.” Professor Peter Scfaickele 
— the Greater Hoople area off- 
season philharmonic. 

52. Spoken word or nonmiuncal: 
“It’s Always Something," Gflda 
Radner. 

53. Musical cast show album: 
“Jerome Robbins’ Broadway.” 

54. Instrumental composition: "Tbe 
Batman Theme." 

S3. .Original instrumental back- 
ground score written for a motion 
picture or television: “The Fabulous 
Baker Boys." 

56. Song written for a motion picture 
or television: “Let the River Run,” 
from the movie “Working Giri,” 
Carfy Simon. 

57. Music video, short form: “Leave 
Me Alone,” Michael Jackson. 

58. Music video, long form: 
"Rhythm Nation," Janet Jackson. 

59. Arrangement on an instrumental: 
“Suite from “The Milagro Beanfidd 
War*,” Dave Grain. 

60. Instrumental arrangement, 
accompanying vocal: “My Funny 
Valentine” from “The Fabulous 
Baker Boys," Dave Grusin. 





The talented and friendly 



of the famous 

Russian CircuS 

in town will be present to welcome you at the 

Mickey Chips 

Stall No. 21 at the Kuwait Industries Exhibition — Hall No. 6 
International Fair Grounds— Mishref 


with "Tell 

sfadt .first made the charts with 
the Stone ^Poneys 
Drum” in 1968. 

The first televised Grammy 
Award in the rap music category 
went to young MC for the single 
"Bust A Move.” Last year the 
miniature gramophone trophy 
for rap was presented off-camera 
and some rappers boycotted thr 
ceremony. 

Lyle Lovett won male country 
vocal honours for "Lyle Lovett 
and His Large Band” album; 
KJD. Lamg won country music’s 
female vocalist award for 
"Absolute Torch and Twang.” 

Milli Vanilii. the Munich- 
based, dredlocked pop duo of 
Fab Morvan and Rob Pilatus, 
won best new artist honours des- 
pite the “hip-hopping radio fod- 
der” label given them by Rolling 
Stone magazine. 

Slick rhythm and blues group 
Soul II SouL Legendry jazz artist 
MDes Davis and jazz composer- 
arranger Dave Grusin were early 
multiple winners in pre-broad- 
cast ceremonies at tbe Shrine 
auditorium. 

Soul II Soul won the rhythm 
- and blues grotxp performance for 
the single "Back To Life,” and 
the R-and-B instrumental 
Grammy for the “African 
Dance" track from their “Keep 
On Movin’ " album. 

Davis, already recipient of a 
lifetime achievement award from 
theNational Academy of Recor- 
ding Arts and Sciences, won best 
jazz solo instrumental for 
"Aura” and won for the same 
album in the big band jazz ins- 
trumental category. 

Grusin won three Grammys, 
for the background score of the 
movie “The Fabulous Baker 
Boys,” instrumental arran- 
gement for the suite from “The 
Milagro Beanfteld War” and 
arrangement with vocals for the 
“My Funny Valentine” track 
from “Baker Boys." . 

Brother and sister Michael 
and Janet Jackson won back-to- 
back music video trophies. 
Michael won the short form 
Grammy for his “Leave Me 
Alone” and Janet claimed the 
long form category for “Rhythm 
Nation 1814.” 

Bobby Brown won the best 
rhythm and bines male vocal per- 
formance for his “Every Little 
Step” single. 

Living Colour won for hard 
rock group for the single, “Cult 
Of Personality." Metafiica's sin- 
gle “One" earned best heavy 
metal performance. 

The gospel-singing Winans 
family had a near-lock on their 
category. Cece Winans won 
female vocal for "Don't Cry," 
Bebe Winans won make vocal for 
“Meantime" and Daniel W inans 
and his choir took the group 
vocal Grammy for “Let Broth- 
erly Love Continue” 


LONDON: British pop Star EttuaJoto put a 
swimsuit of MjtrBya Monroe up for auction on 
Wednesday to help raise cash lor Vietnamese 
refugees. 

Monroe, who committed suicide in 1962. wore 
tbe black swimsuit with plastic sequins in the 1934 
film There’s No B www like Shc wl w iw rf. 

John, a collector of memorabilia, has owned it for 
some years. 

American model Jerry Halt, appearing in tbe 
stage verson of the film Bas Stop* in the role 
immortalised by Monroe, will be auctioneer when 
tbe swimsuit and other souvenirs donated by 
edebraties go under tbe hammer on March 1. 
(Reuter) 

* * • 

ALBUQUERQUE, New Mexico: An oblong 
object that officials last-year proclaimed to be a 
fossilised egg up to 16 million years oki has turned 
out to be a stomach stone from a modern 
mammal, possibly a coc. 

“Motber nature fooled us,“ said Mike O’Neill, 
a US Bureau of Land Management Fossil expert. 

O'Neill said be concluded after two months of . 
study that the surface of the egg-shaped object 
was made up of calcium phosphate rather than 
tbe calcium carbonate it should have contained 
had it been an ancient fossil. 

Denver paleontologist Kari Wrack, when 
consulted, suggested the object might be a 
stomach stone, O’Neill said. (AP) 

* • * 

LONDON: A rare Swiss wristwatch made by the 
P—A PWHppi company in 1935 sold Thtusday 
for 5526,700 to a Far Eastern buyer bidding on 
the telephone. Sotheby's said. 

The watch, which shows tbe phases of the 
moon, the day and tbe date, was one of three ' 
produced in platinum and cost the purchaser 
1,135 Swiss francs in Paris in tbe year it was made. 
The pre-sale estimate was 256,500 to $342,000. 
Fine dockwork watches are a current 
international collecting passion now that quartz 
models are so widely marketed and tbe Japanese 
are leading buyers at auction. (AP) 

• • • 

LONDON: French conservationists have found 
that an albatross — the world’ s largest Hying sea 
bird — can travel seven times further than 
scientists used to believe and at speeds of up to SO 
aph(8Skph),asttidy shows. 

The conservationists used a satellite to track ax 
wandering albatrosses and found they covered 
10JHX) ta3es (15400 tans) in 33 days. 

They were able to navigate at speeds of np to SO 
mph in complete darkness, resting for only short 
periods at mght. 



PHILADELPHIA: Rocky Balboa the fictional 

i-bascd boxing hero of the popular 
j a real-life spat in his 
:siteofa permanent home for 
a S53.000, nine-foot (three metre) bronze statue of 
him. 

The statue of Rocky, dressed in boxing shorts, 
was given to the city in 1982 by actor Sylvester 
Stallone, who commissioned it for use in 'Rocky 

nr. 


Philadelphia-bred Stallone is the creator and 
ar of the Rocky series, which chronicles Rock 
unlikely ascent from the streets of Philadelphia to 


star of the 


series, which chronicles Rocky's 


The actor, m town filming ’Rocky V*, this week 
hired a local lawyer to secure a permanent home 
for tbe statue in front of the Philadelphia museum 
of art. 

But art museum officials consider tbe statue a 
movie prop unsuitable for the museum plaza that 
commands the most dramatic view of the city. 
Museum spokeswoman Barbara Pflr— rr said it 

does not fit the vast scale of the art museum plaza. 

• 6 • 

NEW YORK: Two to Make it Right* by the 
group Seduction bopped into the number one 
position Wednesday among best-selling single 
pop records in tbe United Sia— s- The disc was 
second a week ago. 

Parfa AbdnTs ’Opposites Attract' slipped from 
the top to second spot on the Cash Box M agazinc 
chart. 

Soaring into third place, up from I3thaweek 
ago, was ’Escapade’ by Jure Jackson. 

Last week's number three hit, f mm—Hh’i 
’Janie’s Got a Cun’, toppled completely out of the 


top 10 list 

The I 


Marilyn Monroe lookalike Jacqueline Burdett 
models the film star's swimsuit in London on 
Feb 22. (Reuter wirephoto) 

The study, by Plme Jonventin and Henri 
Womenkhdi of flic Centre d'Etufca BMogtynes 
des Amman Sanvages in Beauvoir, was published 
on Thursday in Natnre magazine. (Reuter) 


stop 10 pop singles, as rated by cash box 
magazine, with Iasi week's positions in brackets: 

1 . (2) Two to Make it Right — Seduction 
(Vendetta-A and M) 

2. (1 ) Opposites Attract — Paula Abdul 
(Virgin) 

3. (13) Escapade — Janet Jackson (A and M) 

4. (5) Dangerous — Roxette (EMI) 

5. (6) What Kind of Man Would 1 Be — 

Chicago (Reprise) 

6. (1 1 ) All or Nothing — Mini Vanilii (Arista) 

7. (9) TeH Me Why — Expose (Arista) 

8. (4) How Am I Supposed to Live Without 
You — Michael Bolton (Columbia) 

9. (12) We Can’t Go Wrong — Cover Girls 
(Capitol) 

10. (\4) Here We Are — Gloria Estefan (Epic) 
The top 10 co untry- Western singles, as rated by 

Cash Box Magazine, with last week's positions in 
brackets: 
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CASIO. 


Incredible Sounds! 

Sound like a true pro with 100 crystal-clear instrument sounds. 


PIANO, ELEC PIANO, 


CHURCH ORGAN. 


WIND ENS. ENGLISH HORN, 


/ 



TYPEWRITER, HARPSICHORD, 


ROCK DRUM, 



ACCORDION, JAZZ ORGAN. PIPE ORGAN, 


TRUMPET. BRASS ENS, WARM BRASS, 


OBOE, SAMBA WHISTLE, WHISTLE, 


CLARINET, CHORUS, BRASS-STRINGS, QUENA. 


WARM STRINGS. JAZZ GUITAR, 




S' 



TUBA, BRASS HIT. 


BASSOON, WAW VOICE, TWINKLE, ECHO, 


FLUTE, FLUTE-VIB, BASS-STRINGS, 




BAGPIPE, MUTE GUITAR, METAL GUITAR, 


ELEC BASS, SLAP BASS. WOOD BASS. SNARE BASS, 


GLASS HARMONICA,! 


SYNTH-P1ANO 



CATHEDRAL, 


LASER BEAM. INSECT, 



HARMONICA, 



HARP, 




OCARINA, 


ELEC GUITAR, 


TA1SHOKOTO, 1 


VIOLIN, VIOLIN-PIANO 




CELLO, 


AIRPLANE, SYNTH-BRASS, SYNTH -REED, SYNTH-LEAD, fH -STRINGS, SYNTH -GUITAR, 


COSMICSOUND, METAL LEAD, 


UKULELE, 



BANJO, 



AMBULANCE, SYNTH-CLAVI, 


SITAR, 


GAMELAN, 




( ^ 5 

MIC DAN 

And a great new 

Super Accompaniment” ! 



MANDOLIN, 


SHAMISEN, COSMIC DANCE, PLUNK EXTEND, POP LEAD, PEARL DROP. EMERGENCY ALARM, 
CAR/-% | II | H Ml r/l I I ir\A/ VIBRAPHONE, MARIMBA, 

TRIANGLE, 
AFRO PERCUSSION, 




TOM, 


CHURCH BELL _ 

Just touch a button to add any of 13 different “Super Accompaniment' 
conga/ At backing patterns, all you do is add the melody and enjoy! /piano, bass/trumpet. 


SA-20 KD18. 



*32 mini keys 
•100 PCM preset tones 
•19 PCM auto-rhythms 
•4-note polyphonic 


•13 “Super Accompaniment" 
backing patterns 
•Preset demonstration tune 
>Dual speaker system 
►Color: Black 


SA-1 KD. 9.500. 


SA-10 KD13.500 



*32 micro mini keys 
*100 PCM preset tones 
*19 PCM auto-rhythms. 
* 2-note polyphonic 


-13 "Super Accompaniment’’ 
backing patterns 
'Preset demonstration tune 
►Color: Black, red. ivory 



•32 mini keys 
•100 PCM preset tones 
• 19 PCM auto-rhythms 


4-note polyphonic 
13 "Super Accompaniment” 
backing patterns 
Preset demonstration time 
'Colon Black 


Al-Jazircr Al-Arabia library Co. 

Wtd A1 Salem St: Qpp. Murttipaffly Garten - Beside Musaed « SalehTrawb.^ TeL 
2408733 - RaM Al Salem St - Opp MwUpony Gotten beside Bristol hatal-TeL 
2425930 — Sakriya-SalamAI Mubarak St -TeL 6714274. 


CASIO COMPUTER CO, LTD. 

Tokyo, Japan 
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Reagan can’t recall 


ARAB TIMES, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 199flj 

FAA asked to take tougher stand 


K' 


Hazy on Iran-Contra details 


Airlines favour infant seat^ up 


Trump flashes the victory sign. 
(Reuter wirephoto) 


Ivana, 
ex-hubby 
are still 


WASHINGTON, Feb 24, (Agencies): The witness was 
affable. He took the oath, pledging to tell the truth, took 
theatand, winked at theHrfrnHant ^ frrihwnam^ iBpelled 
it out. “Ronald R-e-a-g-a-n," and said he used to be in 
politics and before that in the movies and “prior to that I 
was a sports announcer in radio." 

But in his command performance for the cameras of the 
court, former president Ronald Reagan had trouble 
remembering. 

Dates. Pictures. Documents. Memoes. Aides. Meetings. 
s “I, to this day, do not recall ever hearing that there wasa 
diversion. No one has proven to me that there was a 
diversion,” the former president said in videotaped tes- 
timony released yesterday in the criminal case of former 
national security adviser John Poindexter. 

Often answering “| don't recall" to questions, Reagan 
said Poindexter, a key aide, never discussed with him 
details of the arms sales to Iran. 

Reagan also said be was unaware of a false chronology 
about Iran-Contra events and that he assumed his admin- 
istration abided by the law burning aid to the rebels, 
known as Contras. 

Reagan is 79 yean old now. and some of the events be 


mlast 
i years ago. He 


week' on the Iran-Contra affair took i 
has always denied directing them. 

"There were so many meetings and so many different 
'places," be said on the witness stand. 

“I know it is tough, Mr President," said lawyer Richard 
Bedder. 

Asked if he had dispatched John Vcssey to Central 
America, Reagan bad trouble identifying Vcssey, who 
served as chairman of the joint chiefs of staff from June 
1982 to September 198S. 

Counsel: “Could you explain to the members of the jury 
who General Vessey was?* 

Reagan: “Oh, dear. L could ask for help here. The name I 
know is very familiar. I am wondering if—" 

Counsel: "This is in connection with a trip by the joint 
chiefs of staff.” 

Reagan: “Well, that— 1 don't — 1 don’t think this was 
my military aide, but obviously he was in a position to do 
this if he was the chief of staff." 

During thequestioning in his videotaped deposition last 
week Reagan was treated with deference. 

. “Mr President," he was called. 


WASHINGTON, Feb 23, (AP): The airline 
industry changed its position on infant safety 
seats yesterday and asked the government to 
require them for all passengers under 2 years 
old. 

The proposal, if adopted by the Federal 
Aviation Administration, could require 
thousands of parents each day to buy tickets 
for children who now fly free. Airlines, 
however, still would have the option of offer- 
ing free .rides or reduces fares. 

The air transport association, representing 
major air carriers, prepared a petition asking 


the FAA to take a tougher stand than the 
agency is considering. The airlines group 
previously encouraged infant seat use but 

opposed rules to require them. 

FAA rules now allow infants to be held in 

the arms of adult passengers, but recent cra- 
shes in which unsecured infants were killed 
while some other passengers escaped have 
raised new concerns among passenger 


FAA for alirlines use. 

The FAA is considering a rule that would 
require airlines to accept safety seats on all 
flights. Airlines now have the option to refuse 
them. 


T \ 


% 


-f'- 


The FAA has resisted calls for tougher 
rules, partly because of the cost to parents and- 
the low number of infant casualties in airtmer 

_ _ accidents. Some officials have argued thatj 

lips, flight attendants and ’members of raising costs so families would drive rather 
ogress. than fly with infants would subject them to! 

Most infant car seats aic approved by the greaterrek than flyi ng without aninfanlaat.: 
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friends 


LONDON, Feb 23, (AF): Ivana 
Trump's Austrian-born first 
husband sells real estate in Aus- 
tralia and says he and his' former 
wife are still friends, the Daily 
Mail reported today. 

The British tabloid, in what it 
said was an exclusive story, 
reported it had found Alfred 
wmklmayr in the beach side 
Sydney suburb of Collaroy and 
printed what it said was the first 
picture of him. 

The story by reporter Richard 
Shears in Sydney said Winkl- 
mayr migrated to Australia after 
what it called the marriage of 
convenience ended in the 1970s 


without being consumated. 
It quoted Wt 


mkhnayr as say- 
ing: “We are still friends. I’ve 
been trying to follow events but 
it’s not easy to keep up with 
everything this far away. She's 
certainly come a long way since I 
knew her. 

“Ivana'sbeen receivingalotof 
criticism lately but I can tell you 
she's not the land of person to 
take it without a fight." 

On Wednesday, Mrs Trump's 
lawyer, Michael Kennedy, 
revealed at a news conference m 
New York that the wife of 
billionaire developer Donald 
Trump was married briefly in the 
early 1970s to Winkhnayr, who 
was then a ski instructor. Mis 
Trump is a former world-class 
skier. 

Kennedy said she married 
Winklmayr in 1971 and des- 
cribed it as a “cold war 
marriage'' that allowed her to 
travel under an Austrian pass- 
port out of communist Cze- 
choslovakia, her homeland. 
Kennedy said they were divorced 
in 1973. 




action 


UNITED NATIONS, Feb 23, (AF): 
Cuba is accusing the United States of 
UMg the anti-narcotics fight as an 


excuse to violate tbe rights of other 
tobal 


nations and says a global anti-drug 
aunty of 


Ortega holds his two and a half-year-old daughter Camilla, as she 
holds up five fingers corresponding to the party's number five position 
on ballot slips. (Reuter wirephoto) 


together. 
-*Kea- 


“They never slept 
They never lived togetl 
nedy said. He said Winkhnayr 
was 25 and Mrs Trump 22 when 
they married. Kennedy said this 
latest revelation since Trump 
announced he was leaving his 
wife of 12 years came in response 
to “inaccurate’' reports in British 
tabloids. 

A report yesterday in the Lon- 
don tabloid the Sun said Winkl- 
mayr was 60 when he wed Mrs 
Trump and described him as a 
rich industrialist. It said he died 
within two years of the l 



plan must respect the sovereignty 
afl countries. 

Cuban Foreign Affaire Minister 

Isidore Malmierca also told the UN 
session on narcotics that 
iba supports the call for inter- 
national efforts to halt the illicit drag 
trade. But the international offensive 
must focus on reducing consumption 
and offering economic aid to poor 
countries where illegal narcotics are 
produced, he said. 

“We shall support resolutely the 
international co-operation to com- 
bat drug trafficking and related 
activities, but at the same time we 
shall! be on the alert and oppose any 
action or mechanism which could be 
used to violate the borders of our 
nations, our sovereignty and 
territorial integrity," Malmierca 
said. 



First fat 
substitute: 
passed by 


FDA 


Kidnapped to protest drug meet 


US businessman James Donnelly, flanked by mem- 
bers of the National Liberation Army (ELN), a 
Colombian leftist guerrilla group, is shown in this 
photo released by the ELN on Feb 22. He was 


kidnapped to protest the US drug summit meeting - 
with Latin American drug producers in Cartagena; 
recently. (Reuter wirephoto) 


NEW YORK, Feb 23, (AF): It’* 
cold, wet, creamy and sweet on die* 
tongue. It's thicker than top super-) 
premium ice cream brands, and just a 
Hole bit harder to scrape with your 
spoon. , ... 

It doesn't taste exactly like 
Haagen-Dasz ice cream, but what do ) 
you expect for a product with half the' 
calories and one-fifteenth the fat? j 
Nutrasweet Co., the maker of, 
nutrasweet low-calorie sweetener, is! 
ho pi n g for a mouthfUI with Simple! 
Pleasures, a superprcmium ice cream 
substitute with no fat and lowchoks- 1 
terol. „ 

Its secret lies in Simplesse, a 
product made from egg whites and 
milt protein that -has no cholesterol" 
and no fat. Simplesse eventually may 1 
be used as a substitute for other dairy i 
products like yogurt, sour creamj 
blitter, margarine and cheese, -th£ 
company predicts. 

Simple Pleasures was unvefledfor 
reporters yesterday, after beepuring 
the first fat-substitute product to wu 
from the US Food and 
Administration.; . • ••. j 

real taste test' will qome .t% 

summer 'when it shows up^iri . seven 1 
navoursm supermarkets acrofsqjjig 
United States. Distribution^ 
Europe is expected by the endpfjfee 

uwir gaftl manajyp 

David L. Moriey. V r ‘,s , .it n 
“ItV potentially very sig n i fi c ant , 
his is the first non-fat fat, so to 
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Colombia tightens security 


k, to be approved on t! 
let," said Harvey Stober, 
ikal analsyt for Dean Wit 


the' 


a 

Witter 


Armed guard for Americans 


Chamorro listens to Organisation of American States (AOS) Secretary- 
General Joao Baena. (Reuter wirephoto) 


wiuun two years ot the marriage, 
leaving her enough money to fin- 
ance “a new lire m Canada," 


where she moved in 1972. 

The Daily Maul said Winkl- 
mayr chuckled over his reported 
death and it quoted him as say- 
ing: "Unfortunately I am not a 
rich industrialist .” Tbe paper 
said that in fact trying to sdl 
houses is one of the toughest jobs 
in Sydney at present and that 
many of his contemporaries face 
ruin because of crippling mort- 
gage rates. 

It said Winklmayr fives in a 
modest apartment in a middle 
class suburb. 


Respect vote, 
review ties 


He described the US invasion of 
Manama in December and the US 
coast -guard’s firing on, a Cuban- 
diartexed freighter on Jan 31 as “two 
criminal acts under the same pretext; 
the so-called combat against drug 
trafficking." 

“The United States does not have 
to deploy aircraft carriers or 
paratroopers in other countries in 
order to combat the cultivation and 
transport of that drug to the con- 
sumer centres," Malmierca said. 

Earlier China's Deputy Health 
Minister, Gu Yingqi, said world 
efforts to fight drug trafficking must 
include safeguards toprotect the 
sovereignty of all nations. 

Gu said no country should 
“threaten other countries with force, 
even armed invasion, under the 
excuse of fighting drugs or carrying 
out international co-operation for 
drug control" 


BOGOTA, Fetr 23, (AP): -US' embassy employees 
: armed guardand they arid other US 


This 
speak, 
market, 

chemical analsyt 
Reynolds Inc., who said sales could 
grow to $500 million or 1 billion a 
year in several yeara. 

Monsanto stock jumped higher 
following the FDA approval, finish- 
ing $4.3 v $1-2 higher at $1 1125 on 
the New York Stock Exchange. 


.jifjfi 

IfcVtfJt 

Iter 

dtfc!' 
bolfc-r 
i3ibi'4 
i-iiwi 
IV A 

Stiltt 

osu 

lkdti 


travelled unden 
citizens were warned- to stay in the capital in- the 
wake of a guerrilla threat of “death to gringos." 

Colombia's National Security Council went into 
emergency session after the National Liberation 
Army, or ELN, in a letter and two communiques, 
threatened to target US citizens in Colombia until 
“North America suspends its ways of intervening 
and of military aggression in Latin America." 

The Spanish news agency EFE reported it 
received an ELN threat that singled out US ambas- 
sador Thomas McNamara. 

Minister of government Carlos Lemos, emerging 
from the National Security Council session, told 
reporters government security forces would protect 
Americans and their property in Colombia. 

US citizens apparently were taking their own 
precautions. 

“Every American client I've got was on the tele- 


phone thirifieritnqF«kito^ 


the owner of® . security cqmtmny v that- proteefir 
several big US comf»nie»TO.€jqBJ^^ 

An executive with-;a 

employees have been prohibited from travelling 
outride Bogota because ofthe guerrilla thre&L 
US embassy employees in Bogota were warned 
Wednesday to suspend unnecessary trips outride 
then homes and were being taken b) and from work 
by aimed guards, an embassy employee told the 
AssodatedFtess. 

TheUSStateDeiaitmentahtadyKadcoiisidered 


who want .to cot the amount of I 
.jjB theft- 
_ thititcravii^iqr ! 

Will be bunched in anageoftf 
and health consciousness, when < 

tamers have fined their shelves ’ __ 
products such as oat bran and spring 
water. 

Simplesse cannot be used in frying 
or baking, however, because it coni 


Colombia so 
ior: 


peoplewilling to five without their 


atria. 


The dr 
ingin Col 
Lathe 
estima 
axe no film figures. 


work- 


werean 

20.000US citizens in Colombia, but there 


i yet to.come up with. a 
ivour simple pleasures that 
meets its expectations. .< 3 

A 4-ounce serving of stra w faerrg 
flavour has L20calonesandleMthuf 
1 gram of faL, compared to 
calories and IS grams ' for 
premium ice cream. Simpler 
uses sugar, not nutrasweet, although 
the sugar and fat mbstitutes could be 
used together, offiaals said. : j 
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But he said heightened inter- 
to halt 


Medical file 


Ortega urges US 


MANAGUA, Feb 23, (Reuter): 


President Daniel Ortega, bnmd- 
Washington’s Nicaragua 


mg 


Panait wife 


still in a fix 


FORT LAUDERDALE. Florida, 
Feb 23. (UPI): Now that Nadia 
Comaned has rejected marriage with 
the Romanian roofer who helped her 


defect, his estranged wife isn't so sure 
cither. 


she wants him cii 

Constantin Panait, 36, left his wife 
and their four children in Hallandale, 
Florida. Nov 2 and was not heard 
from again until a mouth later, when 
be appeared on American national 
television with Comaneci. 

Panait said be planned to stay with 

Comaneci and said tbe two might 
many. But the Olympic gold medal 
gymnast said iu Tokyo Tuesday that 
she had never loved Panait. 

Comaned, 28, said she planned to 
marry Romanian computer 
programmer Mibai Varikscu, 30, 
whom she described as her “best 
friend." in about three months. 


policy a failure, urged the United 
States yesterday to respect a San- 
dinista election victory and 
establish normal relations with 
the new government. 

Ortega, speaking at a news 
conference, ruled out the 
posibiiity that his ruling Sandin- 
isia National Liberation Front 
might lose Sunday's elections, 
the first open national poll in 
Nicaragua history. 

US policy of supporting 
guerrilla war against his 


who enjoys the backing of the US 
administration. 

Chamorro told reporters yes- 
terday she was convinced her 
National Opposition Alliance 
would sco: 


score an 'enor- 


ting a 
leftist 


government had failed, Ortega 
icms provided a 


said, and the elections pr 
chance for an improvement in 
often-strained relations between 
the two countries. 

“When the Saudi nista Front 
triumphs, we expect that 
President Bush sticks to his word 
and normalises relations," 
Ortega said. “We hope there will 
be a new chapter in relations bet- 
ween the United Slates and 
Nicaragua." 

The leftist Sandinistas are 
competing against an alliance of 
right and centre parties led by 
publisher Violeta Chamorro, 


(UNO) 

mous victory.” 

Reiterating an often-stated 
policy, Ortega said the Sandinis- 
tas were prepared to discuss with 
the US government any ques- 
tions that affected US security in 
Central America. 

US Secretary of State James 
Baker told a congressional com- 
mittee in Washington yesterday 
that the United States would not 
necessarily accept the elections as 
fair, even if neutral observers cer- 
tified the poll. 

Washington would only 
improve ties with Nicaragua 
after Managua refrained ‘from 
subverting their neighbours,' 
Baker said^— a reference to arms 
Nicaragua is alleged to have sent 
to left-wing rebels fighting the 
government of El Salvador. 

On the alleged weapons 
deliveries, Ortega said Central 
American peace agreements he 
had signed with four other 
presidents banned weapons ship- 
ments between countries. 


national efforts to halt the illegal 
drug trade led to recent violations of 
the rights of some countries. 

"Such acts have naturally met^ with 
widespread condemnation in the 
international community, which will 
only do serious harm to the develop- 
ment of international co-operation 
against drugs," Gu said. He did not 
provide details of the incidents or 
single out any co u nt ri es for criticism. 
Britain and Pakistan, two nations 
ounting problems from the 
ug trade, said that regional 
i global attacks on trafficking and 
consumption must be co-ordinated 
to end the narcotics plague. 

British Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd called the drug trade “a 
problem of nightmare proportions." 

Pakistani representative Kalim 
Dil Khan said that despite increased 
efforts to eliminate illegal narcotics 
production in southeast and south- 
west Asia, drug abuse and crimes 
finked to the imeat trade increased 
there. 

Khan, federal secretary of Pakis- 
tan's narcotics control ministry, tokl 
the session: “The loss of human lives 
resulting from drug trafficking and 
abuse is aho increasing. That shows 

that something has ! 
ewhcrcin our global stmt 
He said Pakistan “has i 
to declare war against narcotics and 
is committed to taking effective 
measures to eradicate the drug men- 
ace, both in the country as well as at 
the regional level. " ■ 

Hurd said the United Nations 
needs a single body to tackle all 
aspects of tbe drug problem. 

■ A Soviet official said tbe drug 
problem is not serious in his country 
and the total number of drug patients 
treated in Soviet hospitals a about 
equal to that of New York Gty. 





Study on heart attacks: women who suffer 
heart attacks die more often than men once they 
reach the hospital apparently because they tend to be 
older and weaker when stricken, doctors said in a 


: finding was based on 1,122 male and female 
heart attack patients aged 30 to 74 who were treated 
ax Yale-New Haven hospital from 1978 untQl982. 

*‘A woman with acute myocardial infarction in our 
study was in (act more likely to be severely Ett and to 
die soon after," said doctors at the Yale School of 
Medicine in an article in this week's journal of the 
American Medical Association. 

A myocardial infarction is dead tissue caused by 
inadequate blood flow to the heart. (Reuter) 


Existence without choice: a paralysed 

man who went to court to win the right to die but 
decided to stay on his fife-sustaining ventilator urged 
the state Senate Wednesday to revise an “archaic” 
method of caring for the severely disabled. 



“prisoners of 
bureaucracy that doesn't address the quality of our 
shattered bves." 

“I will never, never get used to being totally 
paralysed and helpless,” McAfee said. “But I have 
accepted h as my rate." 

McAfee asked a superior court judge in Atlanta 
last year to grant him penmssion to unplug the 
ventilator that has helped him breathe since be was 
paralysed from the chin down in a 1985 motorcycle 
accident. (AP) 


Medical care in GDR 


Rita Submuth (right) president of the West German 
parliament is watching a premature baby in an 
Incubator, in East Berlin on Feb 22. Mrs Submuth is 
yisrting the East Beilin hospital Friedrichhain In order 
to get informed about the situation of medical care in 
East-German hospitals. (Reuter wirephoto). 


Returns to operating room: Doctors for 

me Jones, the world's first recipient 


1 2-year-old Siorrme J ones, i 
or a heart-liver transplant, spent more than nine 
hours trying to stop internal bleeding that began after 
her second liver transplant. 

A team of stains on Weditesday nxonstructed a 
connection they made between the donor fiver’s 
hepatic artery, one of the main arteries of the liver. 


■ 3^ had . Weeding from oneofher suture line-L th» 
"P"® Dr Andreas Tzak? the 

“Wcfprfhby 


he re main ed optimistic about Stor- 


Tzakis 

ntie’s recovery. 


Surgery 

corrects 


A 

.•3 


myopia 


CHICAGO, Feb 23. (AP): Twor 
1 had eye si 


thirds of people who 
to correct their neara _ 
able to see without glasses four years 
later, but doctors still can’t predict 
the outcome of the costly operation. 


a US study says. 

Our study and others have 



Bush promises to restore common sense, fairness to US medicine 


Busn adjusts his cap during ceremonies. (Reuter wirephoto) 


BALTIMORE, Feb 23, (AP): US President 
George Bush promised yesterday to bdp find 
ways “to restore common sense and fairness" to 
the’ medical malpractice system, and urged 
physicians to provide more free care for the 
needy. 

Bush made the twin promise and appeal in a 
speech at the centennial celebration of one of 
America's premier medical schools, the Johns 
Hopkins University. 

Despite devoting more than 11 per cent of its 
Gross National Product to health care — the 
biggest share of any country — “American 


medicine still faces unprecedented problems," 
Bush said. 

Those maladies, he said, include medical mal- 
practice, the plight of the 37 million Americans 
with no health insurance, the Aids epidemic, 
drug addiction, an aging population and other 
conditions with “staggering costs. 

Despite 
healthcare, 

trialised countries in fife expectancy and ranks 
22nd in the developed world in infant mortality, 
the president said. 

Bush noted that be had instructed Health 


spending SfeOO billion a year on 
the United States trails other indos- 


Secretary Louis Sullivan “to lead a domestic 
policy council review of options on the acces- 
sibility, cost and quality of America's health- 
care system. 

“This administration is committed to healxh- 
care policies that improve health-care quality 
while restraining costs." said Bush. 

Some faculty and students were aagrng a 
protest against Bush’s being awarded an hon- 
ourary doctorate of human tetters from Hopk- 
ins. 

Several hundred students and others gath- 
ered outside the hall where Bush was speaking 


to prot« the hopouraiy degree. Th«w dianted 

Twalft not stealth," and “George Bush go 
On Wednesda 


Dr Philip Zicvc. chief 


j™? Sco” Key Medical 


ntre. charged the Bush administration with 
paymg hp service" to human needs white 
doing almost nothing to deal with the 


kf part. Bush said that “better, more 
affordable health caretmm also bemore aSS 



demonstrated fairly well that there ^ 
are some adverse outcomes, but they 
are relatively rare," said John Carter, 
co-ordinator of the study, based at 
Emory University in Atlanta. 

The surgery, known as radial 
keratotomy, is painless and can be 
performed on an outpatient baas. It 
involves making cuts in the cornea in 
a pattern resembling spokes of a 
wheeL The purpose of the procedure, 
introduced in 1976, is to reduce the 
cornea’s curvature. .It costs about 
52,000 an eye. Carter said. 

For four years, researchers 
tracked 390 patients who underwent 
the surgery on one eye between 
March 1982 and October 1983. 
Visual sharpness was improved to 
better than 20-40 in 76 per cent of 
eyes, the researchers reported. 

Most patients — 69 percent— had 
visual sharpness of 20-20 or worse 
before the operation, and no one had 
sharpness better than 20-40, the n 
researchers reported m today's jour- 
nal of che American Medical 
Association. 

But eleven patients who bad 20-20 
virion or better whh corrective lenses 
before the surgery suffered a sig- 
nificant loss of visual sharpness after 
tbe procedure, even with glasses or 
contact lenses, they reported. .3 

Infections developed in twq 
patients, who were successfully 
trailed with antibiotics without 
vision loss. Carter said in a telephone 
interview yesterday. 

Among the 323 patients who-bad 
both eyes operated on, 64 per cen$ 
said they wore no corrective tenses 
four years after the surgery, the 
researchers said. 




*It is generally thought to bea sate 


procedure — and effective — and it 


loes result in tbe -reduction of 
myopia," said Carter,' whohasadoc- 
torate iq physics. 
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Ariane blows 
up after liftoff 

$430 million disaster 
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K.OUROU, French Guiana, Feb 
23, ( AP) : Ariaucspace is suspen- 
ding all future missions after an 
Ariane 44-L rocket exploded just 
after liftoff destroying two 
Japanese telecommunications 
satellites aboard' in a 5430- 
million disaster. 

The rocket, powered by four 
strap-on boosters, blew apart 
last night from an apparent fire 
m the propulsion system, Ariane- 
space president Frederic d’Allest 
said- 

“We will have some primary 
indications this morning," 
d’AUest said. Axianespace 
scheduled a news conference at 
the launching site in French 
Guiana for 9 am local time (1200 
GMT) to be broadcast 
, amnlataneously at its headquar- 
ters in Evry, France. 

“The Launch was a failure,*' 
d’AUest said at the launch site. 
**AE Ariane flights are suspended 
until we discover the reason of 
this accident. We are going to 
analyse this failure and explain 
the catastrophe of this flight as 
rapidly as possible.” 

Witnesses who saw the flight 
on the .video monitors at Evry 
said flames appeared to break 
out in the .first stage of the rocket 
before it was due to detach at 2 
minutes, 30 seconds into the 
flight 


Technicians noted that the 
rocket appeared slightly off 
course. 

Technicians who replaced 
videotapes over and oyer last 
night suggested a turbo-pump 
failure might have contributed to 
the blast. 

A former engineer on the 
Ariane programme told the 
French news agency Agence 
France-Presse that two Vuang 
motors inside the stage itself lost 
pressure one after the other, * 
unbalancing the rocket. 

Afterwards, the rocket could 
no longer fly, the engineer told 
AFP. The rocket zigzagged until 
pressure imbalances in the boo- 
ster rocket exploded it 

Aria nes pace said in a 
statement released in Paris only 
that “a mishap in the function of 
the fust stage led to the loss of 
mission flight 36, 1 minute, 40 
seconds into launch.” 

The rocket exploded about 10 
kilometres (6.2 miles) from the 
launch pad when it was at an 
altitude of nine kilometres (3.6 
miles), the statement said. 

Arianespace officials said 
today they would form a panel to 
investigate why an Ariane 44-L 
rocket failed just after liftoff, 
exploding -with two Japanese 
telecommunications satellites 
aboard. • ■ 
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Stage debut 

Model Julie Anne Rhodes (left), wile of Duran Duran star Nick Rhodes 
made her stage debut when she appeared in 'Breakfast, Lunch and 
Dinner 1 at the Man in the Moon pub theatre in London's King's Road 
Feb 22. With Rhodes is her co-star, actress Priscilla Philips. (Reuter 

wirephoto) 
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Suspect surrenders after 1 5 hours in a tree 


Botxr&iijp a tree threatening tonaog himself with a 
fito&'fcadiouflU hisneck, police reported. - 
3: Th 2 ttne$ Valley police said he was seen by three 
tectfl^Snldreri suttng'Th die. tire with the noose 
round his neck in a wood near Beaconsfidd about 
20 nrilea (30 kflometrts) west of centra] London at 1 
pm ( 1 300 GMT) yesterday. 

The children said the man, who was not 
immediately identified, told than he had done 
something wrong but did not say what 
’ The children, who wen friends of the couple's 


son. shortly afterwards found the three bodies, 
police said. 

Police identified the victims- as aircraft worker 
Anthony Rawlings, 53, his wife Barbara, 52, and 
their son Paul, 15- ' 

They said that the body of Rawlings and Ids wife 
were foundin a pool ofblood inside theirhomc near 
the wood and that the body of their son was found 
in a shed, in the back yard. 

Police said all three bodies had multiple stab 
wounds. 

Police, firemen, a psychiatrist, and the suspect’s 
doctor surrounded toe base of the tree as the man 


perched 12 feet (3.5 metres) above the ground. 
Detective chief Superintendent Phil Thomas, 


Police said be climbed down a ladder at about 4 
am (0400 GMT) today and was arrested without a 
struggle- He was taken to nearby Amersbam police 
station. 

The British domestic news agency Press Associa- 
tion said the suspect had reportedly been released 
from a mental hospital at the end of last year and 
was said to have known the slain family. 


unapoTfa 

'utnra.wtan 

tharshdwiS 
at hranudip 

>t honed bIr 
hccuacie 
i'rfiitUKiJIlb . 

!•- time up tfii* 
i pit pteasioifc 
*;n» 

inp .'I nmtq 
i'w icdlcsrit 
.■m pared fiiS 
Siam* far sf 
i Nimpkftea 
faMHTt.iStaf 
;N|i1ulBCotf 


iery 

sets 



Galaxies [ 

clumped. = 

in regular 
pattern 

NEW YORK, Feb 23, (AP): A 
new study has found that galaxies 
are dumped in a regular pattern I 
over a vast scale, a finding that I 
would challenge current theories 
•boat the adverse if verified. | 

“To find the regularity is just 
mind-boggling,” «ud study co- I 
author David Koo of the Uirfver- 
sity of California, Santa Cruz. 

But inortrr scientist familiar 1 
with the study said he befieves the [ 
findings are merely a statistical 
fluke rather than a real pattern. 

“This is so counter to our 
notions (about the a dve rs e ) tint l 
Pm going to treat Lt sceptically 
unless it's really proven cor- I 
dwhdy," said Marc Davis of the ) 
University of California, Berk- I 
dey. ( 

None of the a ccep t ed theories 1 
about the universe includes a 1 
periodic str uc ture tike fee one foe ] 
researchers report, Davis said. 

The new work b {Resented in I 
Thursday’s issue of the British 
journal Nature by Koo, Alexander 
Szalay of Johns Hopkins Univeiv I 
sity hi Bahuuore and resear chers 
in England. 

They surveyed galaxies ia two j 
opposite directions from the 
Milky Way galaxy, which 1 
includes Earth. I 

Distance 

Within these narrow Uses of 
sight, researchers found about a I j 
dozen clumps of galaxies, j 
separated by approximately 
L evenly spaced gaps of 400 udffiou l 
to 800 nuffion light-years, Koo | 
said. I 

A Bght-yearis the distance light 
travels fas a year, about 5.88 
trillion- miles (9.46 trillion j 
kilometres). 

The calculated dfatance bet- I 
ween d u mps depends on one's 
assumptions abort how fast the 
imiverue is expanding. 1 

The gaps were not completely 
empty of galaxies. The Milky I 
Way, for example, re s i d e s bet- 
ween two dmpsui abort the udd- 
dte of the overall series observed I 
1 by the researchers, he said. 

Koo said it was su r p r ising to I 
find dumpmem at all over such a 
huge scale, and that the regularity 
was even moresarprWng. Resear- 
chers are now lo idug else wh ere to 
see if the regularity shows up 
"again, he-sald. 

--fftheprttera is {woven, itwmdd I 
Three a revamping or abandon- 
ment or tmr i e M Uy populnr theories 
about the devdopment of the 
mnveree,hesaid. 

Davis agreed that the proven 
existence of snch a pattern would 
“dearly require new physics. It is 
totaty outside the domaht of any 
physics we have though* oL” 

“My guess b that when p eopl e 
try to re p roduce Ms survey In 
different directions (in foe sky), 
they won’t see any periodic struc- 
ture,” he said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


America 


Flag burning charges dismissed: Attor- 
neys for three flag-burnere urged a federal judge 
Thursday to follow the lead of a federal court m 
Seattle and strike down a law Congress passed to 
prohibit flag desecration. 

Judge Barbara Rothston ruled in Seattle Wednes- 
day that the new federal law is unconstitutional and 
d i sm i ss e d flag-burning charges against four demon- 
strators. Federal prosecutors said they may appeal 
the ruling to the supreme court. 

Some members of Congress said the Seattle 
decision showed that Congress didn’t do enough last 
autumn in passing legislation to outlaw flag burning 
, and should now amend the constitution to ban flag- 
‘ burning. (AP) 

* • * 

Man who bit passers-by had Aids: a 

man who went berserk on a city street in Miami and 
bit at least eight people before he collapsed and died 
was suffering from Aids, police said Wednesday, and 
they encouraged his victims to call health authorities. 

Experts say there are no known instances of Aids 
being transmitted by biting, but police said they were 
issuing the appeal as a precaution. 

The incident occurred Feb 7 when Jean Marc 
Rosins, 28, who gave his address as a homeless 
shelter, began accosting passer&by. said police spok- 
esman Ray Lang. 

At least four people were bitten seriously enough 
to be hospitalised, including some who had flaps of 
skin banging off arms and faces. (AP) 

Skinheads trial opens: Prosecutors opened 
their case Wednesday in Dallas against five white 
supremacist “Skinheads," accusing them of beating 
up blacks and hispanics and plotting to gas Jews by 
putting cyanide in a synagogue’s air conditioning. 

The defendants are on trial on federal dvil rights 
charges alleging they vandalised a synagogue. Three 
also are accused of chasing blacks and Hispanics out 
of a park, named for a confederate general, that they 
claimed for themsdvm. 

A prosecutor told jurors that the defendants’ plans 
included a plot to put cyanide gas into the air con- 
ditioning system at Temple Shalom in a reminder of 
the holocaust, in which millions of Jews were gassed 
in Nazi concentration camps. (AP) 

• • * 

Aids infections rise in US: About 80.000 

Americans are infected with the Aids virus every 
year, a number which continues to outstrip the num- 
ber of people who actually develop the disease, the 
government health agency said on Thursday. 

The increase in new infections means that by 1993 
nearly 225,000 Americans will have active cases of the 
disease and nearly 75,000 will die annually from 
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome. (Reuter) 
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Austerity measures feared: Disturbances 

in Venezuela this week have raised fears austerity 
measures could provoke another explosion of 
nation-wide violence near the anniversary of riots 
last year in which almost 300 people were killed. 

Witnesses of riots on Tuesday in Barcelona and its 
sister city, Puerto la Cruz, said the high cost of living 
and proposed petrol price increases were the main 
reasons protesters rampaged through the streets 
looting stores. 

Residents ofthisofl-producingnafion in northeast 
South America said they feared the unrest could 
spead into a repeat of nation- wide rioting that broke 
out on February 27 last year to protest against 
President Carlos Andres Pere z * newly implemented 
austerity measures. - 

The riots in Barcelona and Puerto hi Cruz, about 
3 10 km (190 miles) east of Caracas, preceded dashes 
in the capital on Tuesday where police put down a 
protest by rock-throwing students at the state- run 
Venezuelan Central Utuverrity. (Reuter). 

Extra police, food curb lootings: The 

government said Thursday it expected increased 
police patrols and food coupons for hungry residents 
to cud the looting that has again shaken Rosario, 
Argentina’s second-largest city. 

The situation is “under control,” Minister of 
Government Alberto Didier said Thursday, adding, 
“the acts of violence and pillaging tbattook place last 


See, no hands 

US Tony Melende:,' 27. plays a guitar with his bare 
leet for Pope John Paul II during an audience at the 
Vatican Feb 21. Melendez was bom m Nicaragua 
without arms as a result of his mother, seen at centre, 
taking Thalidomide, a drug prescribed lor pregnant 
women that caused the birth of hundreds of defor- 
med children. (Reuter wirephoto) 

Brake problems 

Jaguar recall 

DETROIT, Feb 23, (AP): Jaguar Pic, the luxury 
British automaker dogged by an image of slip- 
shod quality, is recalling nearly every car it has 
sold in the United States since the 1 988 model year 
because of potential brake problems. 

The 38315 models affected contain a high- 
pressure hose that could rupture and spurt hot 
brake fluid onto an engine, causing smoke, fire 
and loss of braking power, the automaker said. 
The brake recall also affects 56,000 Jaguars sold 
in other countries. 

In addition. Jaguar said it is recalling 38.385 
cars sold in this country dating to 1979 for defects 
that could cause the automatic cruise control I 
device to jam, raising the risk of crashes. 1 

May** won’t happen again. 

Slum-dwellers reacting to months of rampant 
inflation reportedly looted food stores and delivery 
trucks Wednesday despite the efforts of police and 
paramilitary border guards to keep order. 

Fifteen arrests were reported in the looting that 
began beforedawn with attacks on several trucks and 
small stores, the government news agency Telam 
said. But by late afternoon, the Interior Ministry 
described the city, 1 85 miles (300 kilometres) north of 
Buenos Aires, as “absolutely normal." 

Nine months ago during a similar period of 
hyperinflation and recession, looting in Rosario and 
other cities turned into food riots and clashes with 
police. The violence left 16 people dead, nearly 200 
were injured and more than 1,700 under arrest. 


Charles chuckles over charges of ‘architect-bashing’ 
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Captain’s sore 
throat delays 
Atlantis launch} 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Honda, 
*Feb 23, (AP): The National 
Aeronautics and Space Adminis- 
tration yesterday delayed the 
Jaunch of the space shuttle Atlan- 
tis for a second day to let the 
.shuttle's commander recover 
.from a sore throat and to await 
better weather. 

The secret military mission to 
put a spy satellite in orbit is not 
expected to take off until next 
morning at the earliest. 

. The shuttle originally was 
scheduled for a pre-dawn liftoff 
yesterday but was postponed 
•Wednesday when - Navy CapL 
John O. Creighton became ill, 
the second time the space 
■programme has delayed a flight 

. because oFasktic astronaut. 

Nasa delayed the launch yet 
.another day on the recommenda- 
tion of doctors examining 
• Creighton, who complained of a 
sore throat and congestion. 
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Use rig ht word :FAA 


WASHINGTON, Feb 23, (Reuter): Britain’s 
Prince Charles joked about bis reputation as an 
“ architect- basher" at an architecture gala, but got 
serious when it came to defending his plea for more- 
traditional buildings. 

“I read in the newspapers ... that architects were 
queueing up to be bashed by the prince — apparen- 
tly architect-bashing is my second favourite sport 
to polo,” be told 1,200 guests at the American 
Institute of Architects awards ceremony in 
Washington last evening. 

An untutored but highly vocal critic of post-war 
architecture, the Prince of Wales renewed his call 


for a return to tradition. 

“1 understand ah the arguments about being 
contemporary and about the need to reflect the 
spirit of the age, but what alarms me is that the age 

has no spirit,* he said. 

Architects and others had clamoured to attend 
the Washington gala. Tickets sold out a month ago 
and 800 people were on a waiting list for the S250-a- 
plate dinner in the newly restored national buflding 
museum. 

Entertainers Tom Seflcck, Brooke Shields and 
Joan Rivets, as well as Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development Jack Kemp and House of 


Representatives Speaker Tom Foley, were among 
the celebrities who attended. 

Earlier in the day, the prince had lunch with 
President George Bush and Vice-President Dan 
Quayle. 

Prince Charles believes in contextualism in 
architecture, the notion that buildings should fit in 
with their surroundings and enrich the lives of those 
who live and work in them. 

“Ours may be an age of vast wealth, but what can 
we see ofit? It sometimes seems to me that, the richer 
wc get, the uglier we tend to make our surround- 
ings," he said. 


WASHINGTON, Feb 23. (AP): US 
aviation officials said yesterday they 
would issue new warnings to airlines 
and controllers about the proper 
words to use in dealing with a plane 
that is running out of gas. 

The Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion responded to urgent recommen- 
dations Wednesday from the 
National Transportation Safety 
Board in its investigation of last 
month's Avianca crash in New York 
that killed 73 people. 

Avianca pilots told controllers 
four times that they were running out 
of fuel before then: jetliner crashed, 
but the NTSB said that wasn't 
enough. They should have declared a 
“fuel emergency," the safety board 
said. 

Pilots of the Colombian airliner 
apparently tried to cell controllers of 
an emergency situation but failed to 
use the language required by the 
FAA, the board said. 

FAA spokesman Fred Farrar said 
the agency would pass along the 
safety board's concerns to all carriers 
and to its air traffic controllers. 

“Well implement the recommen- 
dations as soon as possible," he said. 

The board asked the FAA to 
notify all airliners using US sloes that 
their pilots most be ‘Thoroughly 
knowledgeable” about required 
communications when fuel emergen- 
cies and other critical problems 
occur. 

Hie four-member board, with one 
dissenting vote, also urged the FAA 
to advise its own controller! of "the 
need to request from flight crews 
clarification of unclear or ambiguous 
transmissions that convey a posable 
emergency.** 

Board memberJim Burnett said he 
did not sign on to the recommenda- 
tions because language in a letter to 


Gum, tips for smokers 

CHICAGO, Feb 23. (Reuter): When rigarettc-smoking airline passengers 
arrive at Chicago’s O’Hare international airport on Sunday they will be handed 
chewing gum, mints and mouthwash to survive a rude shock — the beginning of 
a smoking ban on almost all US flights. 

The Chicago Lung Association said it will band out hundreds of “survival 
kits” to passengers with things to chew on and tips on how to survive the trip to 
St Thomas, San Juan or Acapulco without tobacco. 

Similar efforts ranging from friendly advice to written tip sheets will be 
offered at airports around the country by local affiliates of the American Lung 
Association. 

Smoking will still be allowed on foreign-carrier flights to or from the United 
Stales and US-tlag flights abroad, but foreign airlines wiB have to observe the 
smoke-free law on flights between US dries. 

The law was passed by Congress bst year to replace a 1988 smoking ban on | 
US [fights of two hours or less. 

The Chicago Lung Association said its survival kits will indude sugar-free 
gum, mints and mouthwash as wdl as advice which ranges from eatingfull meals 
and snacking on sugar-laden food to drinking eafleinaira coffee. When the urge 
to light up comes, smokers will be told to takcadccp breath, chew onatoothpidr 
or straw and read or work out a crossword puzzle. 

■ Medical experts have announced plans for sn educational campaign aimed 
at stopping the use of snuff and chewing tobacco among young people. 

Tbe American Academy of Otolaxyngok>gy-bead and Neck Surgery Inc. said 
the "through with chew week** campaign is designed to educate teenagers about 
the health risks of smokeless tobacco — indudiiig life-threatening cancers of the 
mouth and throat 


FAA administrator James Busey was 
toned down to be less critical of FAA 
controllers. 

The tetter said the board was still 
investigating the crash and "has not 
concluded that any specific com- 
munication or co-ordination 
problems*' caused the accident. 

It said, however, that Flight 52 
pilots should have declared a “fuel 
emergency” and air controllers 
should have asked them to clarify 
their condition when they repeatedly 
said they were running out of fueL** 
the board said. 

Although transcripts of the flight 


recorder have not been made public, 
tbe letter to Busey provided some 
detmls of the Avianca {dots' appeals 
to controllers who were handling 
their flight. The Boeing 707 airliner 
was delayed three different times for 
atotalof77minutesbecan5eofheavy 
traffic over the east coast. 

■ The letter raid the crew used “non- 
standard phraseology" in telling 
controller, that the plane was low on 
fuel. Among statements quoted 
were: "We’ll try once again, we're 
running out of fuel," “we just run- 
ning out offueL," and we just lost two 
engines and we need priority please." 



GOVERNMENT WARNING. SMOKING IS A MAJOR CAUSE OF CANCER AND DISEASES OF THE LUNGS. HEART AND ARTERIES 
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T aiwan 
premier 
speech 
stalled 


Philippines struggling to find itsfuture g 


TAIPEI, Feb 23, (Reuter): 
Taiwan’s premier endured an 
unprecedented insult today as 
lawmakers from the island’s 
feisty opposition party kept him 
waiting more than six hours to 
give his state-of-the-nation 
speech. 

The obstruction marked new 
confidence among members of 
the fledgling Democratic 
Progressive Party (DPP), which 
almost doubled its strength in 
Parliament in December 
parliamentary elections. ! 

Riot police packed the area 
around the Parliament b uilding 
inertial Taipei to guard against 
a repeat of violent rioting on 
Tuesday, but no demonstrators 
appeared and the fireworks were 
confined to the legislative floor. 

DPP deputies challenging the 
right of Premier Lee Huan to 
deliver the speech, yelled, 
unfurled banners and wrestled 
with Nationalist Party delegates 
for control of the microphone. 

Nationalist legislators hissed, 
banged tables and pulled out 
their own banners to protest 
against the filibuster, and later 
some 60 members of the ruling 
party staged a brief walk-out. 

“What is this?” Are you the 
only members of parliament 
here? Are we not members too? 
Or are we just fools?" JawShao- 
kang, a young Nationalist Party 
firebrand, shouted at the opposi- 
tion. 


MANILA, Feb 23, (Reuter): Four years 
aftm ousting a dictator m a show of “people 
power”, the Philippines has become Asia's 
most fragile democracy, a deeply divided 
country straggling to find its future. 

Prey to army coup attempts, the Pacific 
nation of 60 million people faces crucial 
decisions as President Corazon Aquino 
heads into the last two years of her turbulent 
term. 

Mutinous soldiers continue to plot to 
overthrow her while politicians have begun 


jockeying for position for a shot at the 
presidency in 1W2, assuming the army does 
not take power before then. 

“The governmentcan’tseemto get off the 
ground with all the breakdown in public 
services, divisions in the nuhtary, gran and 
corruption." said Adrian Cristobal, a 
political analyst and once spokesman for the 
late President Ferdinand Marcos. “Things 
could get worse and the solution may be 
violent.” 

Aquino was swept to power on a wave of 


hope on FebruaiyZS, 19$6 when hundreds 
of thousands of Filipinos, backing a small 


band of army rebels, massed on Manila's 
Edsa highway in a popular uprising that 
ended Marcos's 20-year rule. 

But in the four years Aquino has been in 
office, link has changed in a political system 
thatch te, conservative families have domin- 
ated for generations. Half the country lives 
in poverty and there is a communist insur- 
gency. 

A rubber-stamp national assembly that 


gave the Marcos regime a flimsy democratic 
facade has given way to a congress ruled by 
traditional politicians resistant to change. 

The judicial system continues to favour 
the rich while investor confidence in the 

economy has been battered by six army coup 
attempts. 

Many Filipinos agree US military 
intervention in the last army insurgency in 
December saved Aquino from downfall. 

A chid* Aquino supporter, the United 
Stares isconownedabout stability in acoun- 


try that hosts two strategic American 
military bases. 


Army rebels, promising reforms, have 
said they will try again, vowing that Aquino 
will not finish her term. 

Despite Aquino’s repeated declarations 
that she will not seek re-election, some aides 
say she is keeping her options open. 

One factor that could push her to run 


industrialist during the Marcos government i 
and a former top ally of Marcos. ; 

Analysis said Aquino might perceive a ? 

*-■ : J .:»< kill ,, Mviiiiiili vm. I 


Cojuangco presidential bid as reviving ves- 
tiges of the Marcosera which she has vowed 


,i ** . . 


ged cousin. 


o Cojuangco, a] 


to stamp out. 

“While the president may be sincere m 
saying that shea not going to ran. there are 
institutional impulses within the executive 
which might force her to run or create dr- 
cumst&nces in which she will run,” said 
political scientist Rex Lores. 


. ,#*■ 
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Lee was prevented five times 


from talons the podium by the 
chaos on the floor. He finally 


gave his speech in the late after- 
noon. 

He told the deputies who had 
kept him waiting since 9 am “to 
pay more attention to 
democracy.” 

“It doesn't matter if you are 
KMT (Nationalist Party), DPP 
or independent. We all must 


work together for the govern' 
menu” Lee told the chamber. 


ment,” Lee told the chamber. 1 

DPP legislators said Lee had 
no right to give his speech until he 
had been approved as premier by 
the new parliament. 

The DPP increased its seats in 
the 281-seat parliament to 21 
from 12 in the December elec- 
tions, the first in winch it was 
allowed to participate as a legal 
political party. 


■ An octogenarian lawmaker of 
the ruling Nationalist Party has 
died one day after fainting during 
a riot in which protesters called 
on him and other elderly leg- 
islators to step down. 


Chiang Kung-Liang, an 82- 
year-old retired general, died 
Wednesday evening at the 
National Taiwan university 
Hospital. 


Chiang, who had been hosp- 
ilised for a year with asthma. 


ilalised for a year with asthma, 
faint'd during the year's opening 
session of the lawmaking leg- 
islative Yuan on Tuesday to vote 
for a new speaker. 


US rights 
report all 
lies: China 


BEUING. Feb 23, (API: China yes- 
terday denounced i US State Depar- 
tment report that accused it of wide- 
spread human rights abuses, and ins- 
isted the report's contests were based 
cm lies and rumours. 

A Chinese Foreign Ministry spok- 
esman refused to say, however, if his 
gover nm ent planned to retaliate in 
any way. The government's nut res- 
ponses to foreign criticism often have 
contained warnings that bilateral 
relations would be da m a ge d. 

“The Chinese government and 
people express their utmost indijpin- 
tkm at this (report), winch violates 
the basic norms governing inter- 
national relations, said the spokes- 
man, Li Zhaoxing. reading a 


prepared statement at the ministry's 
weekly dews conference. 


“The Foreign Ministry ... hereby 
does a strong protest with the US 


lodges a strong protest with the US 
government,** La said. 

The US stale department report, 
issued Wednesday, contained the 
American government's strongest 
public criticism ever of China under 
senior leader Deng Xiaoping, an 
official whom three US preadents 

have toasted as a friend. 

The report's comprehensive hating 
of abuses, from torture and secret 
executions to pervasive surveillance 


of daily life, was expected to hah the 
ihgh: warming of US-Chinesc rela- 
tions that fouowed the December 
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Mr Zero-Population-Growth pictured in his hometown of Wollongong. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Push for death 


Zero campaigns 


SYDNEY, Feb 23. (Reuter): War, drink' driving, 
cigarette smoking and a cut in Aids research will heap 


country's lung cancer rate, and legalise drink driving. 
“We should allow cigarette advertising bade on 


solve Australia’s economic woes. 

Well, that’s the political platform one Woo Lion- 
go ng candidate is putting forward ahead of the 
March 24 election. 

Mr Zero-Population-Growth, David Roy Hughes 
before he changed his name by deed poll in January, is 
attempting to win one of six senate seats at the poU. 
which will focus on the more important House of 
Representatives, the lower house. 

My campaign slogan is no bribes for breeders,” 
Zero said. 

“Increasing the death rate is obviously a conten- 
tious issue ami attracts the lurid headlines, but you 
have to do it,” said Zero, a metallurgist in the New 
South Wales port of WooDongong. 

“It’s better to encourage 100,000 extra deaths now 
than wait 10 years and be forced to see 300-400,000 
people die,” he said. 


television and encourage people to drink and drive 
because road carnage lolls young people before they 


because road c 
have children. 


“They are the ones we have to knock off, “he said. 
, An increase in road deaths wouldalso boost indus- 
try, which would have to produce more replacement 
cars and buses for (hose destroyed in road crashes. 


Zero said he would oppose any increase in defence 
lending as Australia's defence forces are too timid. 


spending as Australia's defence forces are too timid. 

“The army, navy and air force here don’t kill 
anyone. I’d look at starting a good war with Indon- 
esia or Papua New Guinea,” he said. 


Zero said Australia was wastingmoney supporting 
an even increasing population, currently around 16 
million. It should channel revenue now used for child 
care and education into improving the country's 
industries and living standards. 

If elected he would lobby to allow cigarette advert- 
ising back on television, in the hope ofincrcasmg the 


Coupled with an increased death rate, Australia 
should also cut its migrant intake and birthrate by 
100,000. 

If ail child subsidies and education funding were 
abolished then tax rates could be cut by half, he 
reasons. 


“The government would not be interfering in the 
bedroom, you can have as many kids as you like so 
long as you pay for them," he said. 

Zero needs 300,000 votes, 14 per cent of the total 
vote in New South Wales, to gain a seat. 

He doesn't give himself much change. 


Balance of power 


Cheney confirms $< 


US troop-cut plan K 


America intends to remain involved in Asia 




the Pacific, even if they go farther than now foreseen. 

The US Defence chief declined to dte a specific figure, but said he’d 


cent to 30 per cent cuts, the Congress would mai n tai n "a major 
presence in the Pacific.'' 



visit of US National Security Adviser 
Brent Soowcroft. 

A Western diplomat, sp e a ki ng on 
condition of anonymity, predicted 
that official Chinese contacts with 
the US Embassy in Beijing will drop 
off sharply. 


Janine Haines, leader of the Australia Democratic 
Party holds Fjoyd.and is-month-old koala dunng a 
visit to a wildlife farm in Sydney Feb 22. The 
Democrats may hold the balance ot power after the 
March 24 election due to voter dissatisfaction with 
the country's main political parties. At nght. an 
unidentified child holds a banner outside a Sydney 


hotel where Prime Minister Bob Hawke was holding 
a press conference during his election campaign 
Feb 22. Members of the Federation of Air Pilots 
Association have been in a dispute with Hawke over 
the use of overseas pilots. They have been picketing 
venues where Hawke has appeared during his 
campaign. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Asked how much increased “ 
funding for US forces based in 
Japan he would requested from 
Japanese officials, Cheney said: 
“We’d like as much support as 
we can get” 

The secretary said that Japan 
has “significantly increased” its 
funding for US forces here in the 
recent past, adding: “We think 
that is a very positive trend,” and 
that he hoped such increases 
would continue. 

In his address, Cheney said: 

“The United States intends to 
remain involved in Aria." 

His comments were apparen- 
tly directed at reassuring the 
governments in the region. 

During his Asian tour, Cheney 
has carried a stark, new message 
to Japan, South Korea and the 
Philippines — there will be fewer 
US troops in the region in the 
future, and less money to pay for 
them coming from Washington. 

Amid the lessening of superp- 
ower tensions in Europe, Cheney 
has been pressed by Congress to 


slash his. -defence, budget, and.* 
reassess the.rouons-foE keeping 
120,000 US troops inJhe region. * • 
Japanese officials, following 
daylong disciisrions yesterday 
with Cheney, called plans for 
reducing the 50 ,000 US troops in 
Japan “prudent and 
appropriate.” 

And Cheney hinted in his 
speech that there might even be 
more changes in store. 

“We are thinking about some 
force adjustments,” Cheney said 
in his speech, emphasising they 
would be “moderate _. adjust- 
ments” that would not adversely 
affect the security balance in the 
region. 

“We are not talking about a 
first step toward withdrawal,” 
Cheney said. 

“In the future, if there are solid 
indications that regional 
stability will not be threatened, 
we may — in consultation with 
our allies — make other adjust- 
ments that would be 
appropriate.” 

To emphasise America's 
commitment to the region, the 
secretary announced the aircraft 
carrier USS Midway, now based 
in Yokosuka, Japan and doe to 
be retired, will be replaced by the 
carrier USS Independence in the 
summer of .1991. 

In his speech, Cheney also had 
a message for Washington law- 
makers, saying, “it would be a 
mistake” to reduce the US 
presence in Aria just because of 
the lessening of tensions in 
Europe. 

/Un erica must “look at the 
region on its own terms,” Cheney 
said. 

The Soviet Union hasn't acted 
to reduce tensions in Asia as it 
has in Europe, Cheney said, call- 
ing on Moscow to help calm the 
region's flashpoints. 

“I would welcome Soviet acts- 
that would contribute genuinely 
to a reduction of tensions in the 
Asia-Pacific region," he said. 

He said any US troop reduc- 
tions would be made without 
demands for “a reciprocal Soviet 
n 9 reduction.” 

9 n Cheney met yesterday with his 
3ts Japanese counterpart. Defence 

,er Minister Juro Matsumoto, as 

n 9 well as Prime Minister Toshiki 

his Kaifu, and Foreign Minister 

Taro Nakayama. 



Protests- 
mark ! 


MANILA.- Feb 23, (AP); On the,;, 
anniversary of the 1986 uprising that. , k - 


annhfenary of the 1 986 uprising that . , k - 
propetted her to- power. President': 
Corazon Aquino was denounced.. 


yesterday by . left-wing groups and 
rebel soldiers who called torber over- 


rebel soldiers who called forber over- • 
throw. 

About 7 ,000 worker*, belonging to v 
the May First Movement Labour .» 
Federation demonstrated at the Bon- 
ifacio Plaza in central Manila calling ; 
for the ouster of the “US- Aquino : 
regime'* and the removal of US .* 
military bases in the Philippines. 

‘ Meanwhile, the Revolutionary*'" 
Alliance for the Maases-SoUhers of A 
an lindergrOuito' 0 
K r PWP,Af ttaititaiy; rebels, * saidm'a 
statement; "“We decry the treachery , 
of this government and how readily it ' 
has surrendered our sovereignty to 
foreign powers.” 


The protesters were marking the 
anniversary of the Feb 22-25, 1986, 
civilian-backed military revolt that 
drove then-president Ferdinand 
Marcos into exile in Hawaii andins- 
taDedMrs Aquino as President. 


A militant worker holds up an anti-US placard during a rally. (Reuter 

wirephoto) 


American killed in 
Philippine ambush 


The government’s mam anrnver- ; 
sary celebration is scheduled Sunday ' 
on the Edsa Highway, where hnn- ^ 
dreds of thousands of people blocked 
tanks sent by Marco* to crush, the. 
mutiny by several hundred soldiers 
four years ago. “■ . .. 

Leto Villar, executive vice chair- 
man ofthe labour federation, said the' 
protest Thursday was “symbolic ofa 
deadlock "between the workers and; . 
the Aquino government. - - 

“We are handing her a notice of 
strike,” Villar said in a speech.' 
“Unless she can show that she would 
fulfil her promises of reforms that she i . 
made at Edsa, she cannot rely on the ? - 
support of the progressive forces { 
even if her government faces another * 
coop attempt.” 1 


Bomb defused 


Concern at Papua violence 


The embassy experienced a similar 


freeze-out by many Chinese govern- 
ment units in the fust months after 


ment units m the rust (nonius aucr 
die army's June 3-4 crackdown on 
pn>dcmocracy protesters in Beijing. 
Official newspapers then carried 
daily attacks on the United States for 

cnticising the killing ofbundreds and 

powbW thousands of protesters, and 
for sheltering dissid en ts Fang Lizhi 
and his wife. 


CANBERRA. Feb 23. (AP): Prime Minister Bob Hawke was reported 
today very concerned following reports that the Papua New Guinea 
army massacred an undetermined number of civilians from that 
nation's island of Bougainville. 

Australian Foreign Ministry sources said Hawke had raised the issue 
of possible human rights violations on lire strife-torn island at the 
“highest-level” with the government of Prime Minister Rabbie 
Namaliu. 


Australia reports 
biggest drug bust 


MANILA, Feb 23, (Reuter): 
Gunmen believed to be com- 
munist guerrillas shot dead an 
American geologist, his Philip- 
pine wife and father-in-law in an 
ambush in the central Philip- 
pines, the military said yester- 
day. 

The attack on Wednesday 
occurred shortly after US 
Defence Secretary Dick Cheney 
visited the Philippines and foll- 
owed warnings from rebels they 
would kill Ame ricans as part of a 
campaign to force the removal of 
US military bases here. 

lr. Manila, police for the 
second time in a week yesterday 
retrieved an unexploded time 
bomb in the Makati financial dis- 
trict, Soldiers detonated the 
device planted outride a fashion- 
able department store patron- 
ised by tourists. 

The military said John Robert 
Mitchell 42, his wife, Maxilou, 
and her father were riding in a 


private jeep that looked like a 
military vehicle when they were 


military vehicle when they were 
attacked in Balflihan town in 
Bohol province, 630 kms (400 
miles) south of Manila. 

The attackers stole the victims' 


belon g in g s, including Mitchell's 
attache case, before fleeing, said 
Bohol constabulary co mman der 
major Roberto Desemito. 

The Mitchells were returning 
home from a party. The military 
said Mitchell was from Fair- 
banks, Alaska. 


“Under this regime, the people , 
continue to wallow in poverty and ~ I 
Mrs Aquino continues to be a US 1 
puppet because she needs American 
support,” said federation spokes- 
man Nick Elman, as the crowd chan- 
ted, “down with the US- Aquino ■ 
■regime" and “out with the US 
bases.” 

In a statement delivered to the 
Associated Press, the rebel soldiers 
a c c u sed the Aquino gover nm ent of 
“unparalleled corruption and 
insatiable appetite for revenge.” ' 


Grievance 


He was the seventh American 
to diem the Philippines inattiacks 
by alleged New People's Army 
guerrillas in the past two and a 
halfyears. 

NPA death squads shot dead 
three Americans outside Clark 
Air base in October, 1987, a US 
army colonel in Manila in April, 
1989, and two American tech- 
nicians also near Clark last Sep- 
tember. 


The rebel sokliera alleged that the ’ 
Aquino government , has .allowed i 
foreigners to dominate the economy ' ' 
and political Me in the Philippines. 

The underground group, whose 1 , 
key leaden also played major parts in 
the 1986 revolt, said the admnristra- 1 
tion was “appealing abjectly for : 
foreign intervention to save ft from i 
the wrath of a long-suffering- 
populace with legitimate grievance. 

Meanwhile, the communist New ^ 
People's Army urban guerrilla unit in ' 
Manila issu ed a statement “saluting” ' 
Filipinos for participating in die 19861 
“people power” revolt. 


Grenade blast, bomb threats in Manila 


SYDNEY. Feb 23. (AP): Customs 
officials today reported making Aus- 
tralia $ biggest cocaine skzure after 


MANILA. Philippines, Feb 23, (AP): A grenade exploded 
yesterday in Mania's trade centre, injuring three people 
after a bomb threat disrupted a Holy Quran reading 
contest at a nearby theatre, police said. ' 


intercepting 28 kilogrammes (62 A 150 ear h’ yesterday, a bomb was found outside a 

pounds) of the white powder from a fashionable department store in the financial district cf 
flight that originated in Miami 1 Makati, but police took itaway and detonated hharmles- 
Fkmda. ’ ’ ’ — J 


Officials, who declined to be identified, said the Australian Foreign i 
Ministry last week heard reports of the army seizing about seven 
militan ts from a hospital on Bougainville, executing them, and then 
dropping their bodies at sea from a helicopter. 


Spokesman Alastair Wilson said 
two men, an Austrtian and a Spanish 

national, made separate court 
appearances today charged with the 
importation of the cocaine on Feb 7. 


sly, investigators said. * 

Edhberto Capacete, a member of the Manila police 
bomb disposal unit, said a man lobbed the grenade at 
several stalls handling barter trade goods in the Quiapo 
district. The man escaped. 

Two wemen traders and a man were taken to hospitals 


for treatment or shrapnel wounds. A police report said 
none of the warns was in serious condition, 

P°bce said, a man had 
railed the Manila Metropolitan Theatre, near Quiapo, 

(0^GMT) lb W<ndd cxp " odc m ^ buUding at 1 JO pm 


■ The archbishop ■ who helped 
negotiate the surrender of rebel soV -1 
diers during a coup attempt in- 
Deoember has refused to testify m an 
investigation of the mutiny, thestate* - 
run Philippines News Agency repor- 
ted today. i 


• The report quoted a- spokesman . 
for Cardinal Ricardo Vidal as saying.' 
that the Cebu archbishop’s tes% 
mnony “may be divisive and this will • 




°f fraud in a recent election for a 
Musbrn autonomous government in the southern Philip- 
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Don’t have kids, N-plant workers told 


SELLAFIELD, England. Feb 23, (AP): Some 
workers at the S d afiel d nuclear reprocessing 
plant may be counselled not to have children 
tycaose higher than. expected rates of le ukemia 
have been found among employee's children, 
the company's, safety dieclor said. 

However, the company later said it was up to 
the workers to decide. 

“Workers who want individual counselling 
can get it and if they are so worded the advice 
could be ‘Don't have chicken.’ It is not some- 
thing, however, that 1 hope would be wide- 
spread advice,” said Dr. Roger Berry, health 
end safety director for British Nodar Fads 


LtrL, the operator of the plant. 

British nuclear fuels later issued a statement 
saying that advising workers not to have 


A research team haded by Martin Gardner, 
professor of med i cal stu dies at the University of 
Southampton, reported in last week's British 
medical journal that children of men who 
worked at the plant had a higher than expected 
rate of leukemia. 

British nuctear fads said the company had 
promised m edical eoaxtteHmg for all employees 
to ensure they understood the report ana the 
risks to them if its findings are confirmed. 


“ Ultimately, it a then for each individual 
worker to reach a decision, not for the company 
to advise on one course of action or another," it 
add. 

Gardner met with workers at the plant in 
pPtthcmFjigianrf on Wednesday, and later said 
he was urging British endear fuels to study 
whether it was posable to wmimw radiation 

exposures of younger workers. 

“These would be the sort of people who were 
still capable of haying families and may pnefer 
not working in higho- radiation levels," said 
Gardner, too added that be did not wish to 
overstate die risks involved. 


15 Soviet groups gear 
») up for mass rallies 

Central committee urges citizens to stay away 


“The risk of a child in this country getting j 
leuke mia is one in 2,000, while those whose j 
fathers were exposed to the highest radiation : 
levels is about sevm in 2,000, or o»e in 300. 

Gardner reported that the main finding oChi* 
study was that the risk was highest for fathers 
Who bad received total exposure in excess of 100 
miRiseveRs. 

■ A full scale search of beaches on the south 
coast ofluiglajiri was underway yesterday mor- 
nmo after cans containing a deadly poison were 
washed ashore overnight. 
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MOSCOW, Feb 23, (AP): Citizens’ groups in major Soviet dries are 
preparing for mass rallies this weekend to push their calls for greater 
political freedom, and Communist Party leaders are warning them not 
to create “chaos.” . . 

The rallies scheduled for Sunday grew out of the success of aFeb 4 
protest, when a column of demonstrators — 60 people wide and more 
than a kilometre (mile) long — paraded through thestreets ofMoscow 
demandin g that the rv> mmim«t Party give Up fa grip on power. ■ 

The rallies and demonstrations called for this weekend will be the 
first major public gathering since the party’s Central Committee 


approved aproposaJ Feb 7 to renounce the communists’ monopoly on 
power, pavmgthe way for a multiparty system. 

Many of the rallies are being organised by citizens’ Popular Front 
movements, which, have been pushing for greater political freedom 
during tbepast two years. 

But the Central Committee has urged citizens to stay away from the 
• new demonstrations. In tekrviskra and radio broadcast yesterday and 
again today, thepolky-makingbody of the party urged Soviet citizens 
to oppose attempts to create 


“chaos. 
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Timisoara 
up in arms 
once again 

BUCHAREST, Feb'23, (Agencies): ■ 
Thousands of people demonstrated 
against the provisional government 
■''-yesterday in ThmsodSa, cradle -of- 
Romania’s revoluti oh. local journal- * 
ists reported. * v 

The journalists, contacted by tefc- 
pbotie from ■Bucharest-, today. 4aid. 
4,000 to t5,000peopleto0k put: The 
demobstrafiorrway peaceful bat the 

crowd slogans against 

President Ion Ifiescu and the prov- 
isional government. 

Timisoara police said last evening 
that only about 200 people were 
involved in the demonstration. 

The revolution, which ended with 
the ousting and execution of dictator 
Nicofae Ceausescu, was bom in the 
Transylvanian city on December 16, 
when thousands of people took to the 
streets,. ...jr * .j. » 

Securitate secret police. 

Representative! of 12 ethnic min- 
orities in Romania met yesterday 
with the country’s Vice-President, 
Carol Koraly, to request a law 
guaranteeing minority rights, and 
the re-estabhshment of schools in the 
e* Turkish, Serbian and Bulgarian lan- 
guages. Koraly described the meet- 
ing as poritive out gave no details. 

Meanwhile, a leading dissident 
expelled from Romania five years 
ago accused the interim go v e rnm ent 
of being undemocratic and said he 
was stifi bang followed by secret 
pofice. 


GDR proposes 
heavy troop cuts 

Modrow ‘notto run’ 


EAST BERLIN. Feb 23, (AP): East 
Germany yesterday proposed slash- 
ing tbe aimed forces of a united Ger- 
many by two-thirds of present com- 
bined forces, and called for some US 
and Soviet troops to remain during 
the uxdficationprooess. 

In Bonn, a West German govern- 
ment spokesman said only the gover- 
nment of u united Germany could 
give Poland a guarantee of its bor- 
ders, West German television repor- 
ted. 

The ZDF television report quoted 
government spokesman Dieter 
Vogel as saying the formula for 
achieving fVrmiHi unification had 
been set by the victorious World War 
Daffies. 

But be said this would include cpn- 
pqlgKtiqgn with Poland’s govern- 


r 'The 'Wcst German newspaper 
Sueddeutsche Zeitrmg reported that 
East German Premier Hans Modrow 
wifi not nm in next month's elections 
for the reorganised Communist 
Party, now called the Party of 
Democratic Socialism. 

But -the party's campaign man- 
ager, Andre Brte, told (he official 
news agency ADN that he could not 
confirm the report and that no 
decision had been reached on 
Modrow’ s candidacy. 

Modrow, a reform-minded com- 
munist, became premier in Decem- 
ber. 

East German Defence Minister 


Theodor Hoffmann, outlining a plan 
for merging the two countries’ aimed 
forces, said both states should 
remain in their respective military 

alliiinrw nntil unifica tion « achieved 
under a new European security sys- 
tem. 

West Germany is a member of 
Nato, and the western aiRance has 
more than 300,000 troops in the 
country, about 230,000 of them 
American. East Germany belongs to 
the Soviet-led Warsaw Pact, and 
about 300,000 Soviet soldiers are 
stationed in East Germany. 

Hoffmann said the armed forces of 
a future joint German army should 
initially be reduced to abont 300,000 
men, -and. later cut -to- .between . 
ISOjOOO and 200.000 sokfieis. 

_-»,-<3ea. Hag.Ddm, East Germany’s 
■ represe ntative at the' Vienna troop 
• - re d u ction talks, said any troop stren- ' 

gth for a united Germany over 

300.000 men “would cause security 
concerns of our neighbours, 
especially France and Poland.” 

West Germany has 490,000 
troops. East German officials say its 
armed forces have shrunk from 

170.000 to 100,000 men in recent 
months. 

Talks with the West German 
nriKtary on merging the two coun- 
tries' armed forces could begin soon 
after anew East German government 
is elected fallowing the country’s first 
free elections cm March 18, Hoff- 
mann said. 




An anti-Opera Ball demonstrator gets beaten by 
several riot policemen in Vienna. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Princess Caroline of Monaco and her husband 
Stefano Casiraghi stand in their box and watch the 
opening ceremony of Opera Ball in Vienna (Reuter 
wirephoto) 


‘ Clash during Vienna ball 

Protest against display of wealth: 69 hurt 


VIENNA, Feb 23, (AP): Hundreds of demon- 
strators dashed with police outride the Vreona state 
opera as socialites waltzed inside, and authorities 
said today that at least 69 people were injured. 

The* 1,300 demonstrators were demanding that 
funds raised to finance the annual opera ball be 
spent for social programmes to help the poor and 
homeless. 

The violence outside the opera peaked as 
President Kurt Waldheim and ms wife arrived to 
attend the event last night. But the nearly 3,000 
police officers on hand ushered them and otter 
dignitaries safely inside. 

Although two leftist groups received permits for 
~ the protest, police said they were not responsible for 


including 60 policemen and nine demonstrators. 
Ten other demonstrators were taken into custody, it 
said. 

Tie demonstrators were protesting the display of 
wealth and pageantry at the bail. Some posters add: 
“Gobble up the rich.” 

Police used shields to ward off stones and bottles 
as they charged the crowd with clubs and dogs, 
witnesses and reporters said. Scuffles also broke out 
between demonstrators and groups of right-win- 
gers, police reported. 

Reporters watching the scene said police action at 
times appeared uncoordinated and haphazard, with 
some officers ro unding up inactive demonstrators 
and others driving into the crowd on motorcycles. 


the protest, police said they were not responsible for Some of the chaos may have resulted from police o&serve elections m LJinu am a, Twmr n. 

the violence. Police president Quenter Boegl said the radio contact being bridfydisrupted by pirate trans- anaaministrabonomaalsaid. > tn^^eiradn^atoM^Mihr 
clashes were triggered by right-wing radicals who miners, deriding or abusing police officials. . Tbe ““sag® s ^ Kl the orauai 01 tdephonembootatteadiroaciracert m 

joined the protest. Radical demonstrators smashed shopwindows visas was mconrestreit with the LxwtoaVWeraMeyStidtaoB April 

A police communique today said at least 69 and damaged cars in streets near the opera, a police recent pattern ot relations bet- 16, the Easter Monday holiday, to 
people were injured in dashes around tire opera, statement said. ween the two countries. criri)ratehgn3asefrogiprbo«. 

Cambodia troops capture strategic town as Sihanouk returns home 

ODDAR MEANCHEY PROVINCE, Cam- He said a shortage of OunesMupptied and die in Cambodia," be told about 1 00 rrpor- Dien Del Vietnamese noons took 

Korin. Feh 23. ( APE Savine all Cambodians ammunition would prevent the guerrillas from im bused in for tire homecoming. u ywmese n'Mps^ioojc 


Earlier in the week, the Soviet f 
legislature issued a decree calhng * 
on local authorities to crack “ 

down on illegal protests on Sun- !j 
day and to strictly control those m 
demonstrations tn»* axe permit- B 

ted. 

The Supreme Soviet decree I 

allows only officially sanctioned I 

rallies to take place, and already c 

groups in the Uzbekistan capital T 

of Tashkent have been denied B 

permission to bold an outdoor s 

gathering, although an Indoor ( 

meeting will be allowed. / 

Leningrad activists were den- ■ 

ied a request to stage a march and > 

instead will hold a rally at a 1 
sports complex. 

Organisers of Sunday’s Tally in 1 

Moscow have received pennis- t 

rion to gather, anri the official 
Soviet news agency Tass quoted ] 
V ladimir Kamc hatov nf tfr elec- ! 

tor’s association as predicting 1 

that up to 300,000 people might . 
turnout 

Demonstrations are planned 
in a number of provincial cities 
across the vast Russian republic, 
which stretches from Fin fun d to 
theSeatiffapan. .* ; - 

The gatherings coine just 
before March 4 elections to 
I choose members of the Russian 
I republic’s legislatures. Elections 
also are scheduled that day in the 
Ukraine and Byelorussia. 

Mikhail Tkachev, leader of the 
Byelorussian Popular Front, 
said that during Snnda/s meet- 
ing in the capital of Minsk his 
j movement will demand registra- 
tion of candidates that local 
1 authorities have refused to place 
on the ballot 

At the rally, he said, demon- 
,1 strators will “express our distrust 
in the rcpubhc’s poHtical leader- 
ship and press for their rcsigna- 
1 lion and the banishing of party 
organisations from enterprises, 
colleges, army and law enfor- 
cement organs.*’ 

Demonstrations are planned 
throughout the Ukraine, which 
last summer was rocked by 
strikes and where regional party 
I leaders have been resigning 
under pubKc pressure with grow- 
ing regularity. 

All independent political 
I groups have been invited to take 
| part in a rally in the Ukrainian 
capital of Kiev, while a regional 
; strike committee formed last 
su m mer is leading the rally in 
j Donetsk. 

In Azerbaijan, where a state of I 
emergency was imposed Jan 20 : 
following a blood week of ethnic 
unrest, Yusis Sained Oglu of the 
Popular Front said no rallies 
were planned out of fear that 
I soldiers would use force against 
; the crowd. 

i I But in Armenia, which is 
locked in a territorial dispute 
f with Azerbaijan, a meeting is 
|. j planned to .honour the 125th 
anniversary of the birth of 

3 | Andro nik, aw Ar menian militar y 

s commander who fought against 
Lt I the Turks in the 1920s. 

I ■ US Secretary of State James 
Baker sent a message to Soviet 
it Foreign Minister Eduard 

h Shevardnadze complaining 

n about Moscow's denial of visas 

to four congressmen planning to 
x observe elections in Lithuania, 

s_ an ad minis tr a tion official said. 

The message said the denial of 
vs visas was inconsistent with the 

ce recent pattern of relations bet- 

ween the two countries. 


UK lifts 
SAban: 
Maggie 
defiant 


LONDON, Feb 23, (Agones fc 
BritidaHtedabanoBBewaveatmeat 1 
■a Sooth Africa today and Prime 8b- I 
■ter Ma pn t Thatcber dhuossed 
soggcstioBS Britada stood isolated by 
actiagoot oCcoacext witti Its Enopraa 
C iumi— ity partners. 

Pressed to mnwra ea tbr British 
■one, Thatcher waded defiant after 
talks with ItaUaa Prime Minister 
(SaBoAsdnsttL 

“1 am accased of beiag oat of step 
and Isolated. It b pretty cosywolartoo. 
pretty cr ow ded, jadgiac by ti»e m- 
benofforeigBstatesmeawboaretaffi- 
iag to as. U is very cosy sod very 
crow d e d beiag isolated ff that is tbe 
right word, wHcb it b aot,” she toM a 
aewa cnrfcrsarc, her toae sfi g^tiy 


Britma was alowe at das week's 
EEC foniga wawtobm' a afiq far 
DabKa whea it coafiramd tbe That- 
cher |W— ft drdsioa to break 
ranks sod fifl vohratary saartioea 
imposed agafant Soath Afrka la 986. 

The ■alelrul awve was the first 
step by aay cooCry to relax saaetiaas 
egaipst Pretoria ia respowK to Soath 
Africa* PreeUeat F.W. de Deck's 
reforms and the freexag of Mack 
■artooafat leader Neboa Mendels 
tUsnoath. 


Trade a ad Indastry Secretary 
Nhhnlw RHhy sei* la ■■ntrli^ 
the move ia Mbtod: 

“We have made dear oar view that 
the steps PrcridratPe Perk has tska 
bare traasforamd the pofiflcat efiente 
ia South Africa. 

“He has opraeri the way to a 
p ea c e fi d ead to apartheid tfaroagh 
aegatiarioa. Thb deserves a eoastrac- 
tive respoase from the jatwimthmal 
coammaity,” he added. 

■ Ridey afao arooaaced aa ead to a 
baa oa the p rn mo t io a of to ar i— to . 
sooth Awe*. . . 

Mandela was am oa g Mack Soath 
Africaa leaden who had orged That- 
cher aot to lift saactioos ejamet 
Pretoria aatfl the state of emergeacy 
was lifted and aprthrid dwmewtlrd 
Soath Africaa aati-apartfaeM 
charcfa leader Fraak Chflftae, srriv- 
iag ia Britaia ebortiy before the 
aaBoroeeamat, descrBied Thatcher’s 
decfsloa to Oft saactioos as 


He oppesttisw Laboor Party coa- 
dfienrd Ihr tamr err e mah to Men 
dda*s caB for caattoamgsaactioo*. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Europe 


Afrtcaa forags andrtera coodcm- 
aed Brftahrt dedrioa. The mUstera 
said the BritiA djedrio a flew ja the 

the aeed to meiatam mwrthm a aatfl 
Soath Afrka rBmlrotri He sparthdd 
racial poficy. 

Sj trestle Neearitoaat, the OAU . 
a ads taat secretary, said the s ri a h l eim 
ha drrrommraded that F eb 11 shardd 
hertinniinritrd m 

TfatdmhNnlherfUSPMitat 
Georee Baefa oaaeoes aladae more 

SSaicaa 

dotoeri^U^^yredoaH^dSthm 
h the grata, ” a official arid yesfar - 
day. 

Herataa Cokes, tbe tatetut 
secretary of state for Africaa sSairs, 

also preActcd Sooth Africa might be 
rib to satisfy ceoditioaa that coaid 
lead to foe removal of US eco a om fc 
saactioas “ia tbe aext three awofos. n 

De Klerk yesterday wrlcomed a 
dedsioa by exiled ANC leaders to scad 
a ddcgatioa to Sooth Africa, preaMy 
wiflda weeks, far “triks abemt triks” 


“TMscaamrittat to talks with foe. { 
Soath Africaa gnvrrmat at appears 
to be roarfatrot with aa attitade to 
search for sohdon th ro ugh peacefial 
meaBS,” he said in a stateaaeat. 

Maadeiaug embark asst week oa 
an IMay, fom-ttatioa joanwy that 
wffl be bh first trip abroad store his 
release after 27 years to prisoa, aides 
said today. 

Tbe ANC leader amt today with 
pariiaBKataiy opporitioa leaders, sad 
his aides eorfretod he plaaaedto meet 
Moaday with the chairmaa of tbe 
cobb try’s largest miaiag coa- 

gloaeriite. 

■ Maadria is kea to cone to Loo- 
doa to adfoeas a oowrert to Us hoaoar 
fa Aprfi, a British aati-apartheid can»- 
paigaersald. 

AagBcsn Bishop Trevor Haddks- 
tn said be bad spokca to Maadela hy 


ODDAR MEANCHEY PROVINCE. Cam- 
bodia, Feb 23, (AP): Saying all Cambodians 
want to die in their homeland, guerrilla, leader 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk ended 1 1 years of 
exile today by returning to Kve in a rugged 
“liberated zone" of Cambodia. 

Guerrillas of bis coalition movement 
announced today they had lost a strategic town 
to troops of Cambodia's Vietnamese-installed 
government. 

Gen. Dten Del. deputy commander of the 
rebel Khmer People’s National Liberation 
Front, told reporters that government forces 
aided by Vietnamese troops retook Svay Chek. 


He said a shortage of Chinese-supplied 
ammunition would prevent the guerrillas from 
immediately trying to retake the town. 

Rifle- to ting guerrillas and civilians chanting, 

“i — - ki. » j 


car from Thailand ro a parched field about 100 
meters (yards) inside the border province of 
Oddar Meanchcy. 

Sihanouk, 68, said ttey would live with their 
white poodle, mickey, in the “liberated zone” 
contoned by guerrilla fighters until the entire 
countiy was free. 

“All Cambodians want to live jn Cambodia 


and die in Cambodia," be told about 1 00 repor- 
ters bused in for the hom e coming. 

In recent months, the three-party guerrilla 
coalition — comprising the KPNLF, tire com- 
munist Khmer Rouge and Sihanouk’s followers 
— made major military gains in northwestern 
Cambodia, including Oddar Meanchcy. 

Bui government troops recently launched a 
counteroffensive that scored its first major vic- 
tory wkh foe capture of Svay Chek. 

Phnom Penh radio announced government 
troops “succeeded in completely recapturing 
Svay Chek. We are now in fuB control of tins 
area." 


oaoy girl wim IWO neflOS: A baby girl with 
two heads was born in the town of Chirpan east of 
Plovdiv in Southeastern Bulgaria, the Bulgarian 
trade union daily Trad repotted Thursday, 

Five hours after the delivery. Trad said, donors 
performed surgery to remove the second had, and 
the operation was apparently successful. 

The newspaper described Chirpan as an area 
highly polluted with radioactivity in 1987, one year 
after tbe nuclear accident at Chernobyl m the Soviet 
Union. 

However, two doctors interviewed by the news- 
paper would not say whether tbe malformation was 
due to Chernobyl, tbe ecological situation in the 
region or to genetic factors. (AP) 

• • m 

Supreme court acquits Kopp: Swit- 
zerland’s Federal Tribunal acquitted former Justice 
Minister Elisabeth Kopp yesterday on charges of 
giving her husband confidential information abont a 
drug money-washing investigation. 

The Federal Tribunal, or supreme court, 
acquitted Kopp's two former aides Renate Schwob 
and Katharina Scboop of violating official confiden- 
tiality regulations. 

Kopp had faced a maximum three years imprison- 
ment and fine of 40,000 Swiss francs (527,200) alth- 
ough the prosecution asked for only a snail fine, 
saying a prison sentence would ‘be out of all propor- 
tion.’ 

Kopp, S3, made Swiss history when in 1984 die 
became the first woman ever dectrd to the country’s 
7-member Federal Council or governing coalition 
cabinet. (UPI) 

• * * 

Stolen cockatoo back home: a rare cock- 
atoo stokn from an aviary two months ago talked his 
way home by proving he really was a wafly. 

Tbe Molucca*) cockatoo, called Wally, disap- 
peared after a break-in at Birdworid Aviary south- 
west of London. 

Because there are only 20 pairs of Molucca* cock- 
atoos left to the wild, the tbeh sparked a nation-wide 
hunt. 

Tbe cockatoo was given a new name by the thieves 
who sold him to Sally Cartwright in another part of 
the country. 

Cartwright, who knew the bird as OBy, read about 
the theft is a magazine and realised he had been 
saying 'hello Wafly’ when talking to her. 

She immediately rang the aviary and gave Wally 
back. (Reuter) 

fo * • 

Demonstrator tolled in Kosovo: An eth- 
nic Albanian demonstrator was reported to have died 
in tbe troubled province of Kosovo, raising the death 
toD this year to 29. while security forces appeared in 
full control yesterday after a month-long spate of 
violence. 

An imindentified ethnic Albanian woman was 
reported by the Bdgrade Veoernje Novosti news- 
paper to have died Thursday in a hospital in Titova 
Mitrovica some 43 Ions (28 miles) northwest of the 
provincial capital Pristina. 

The woman died after bring seriously wounded 
. when police fired at demonstrators in the town on 
Wednesday, a doctor in the hospital told the AP on 
condition of anonymity. 

The death was the 29th reported fatality in month- 
long dashes between ethnic Albanians seeking 
greater autonomy for the province and security for- 
ces in Kosovo. (AP) 

* • • 

Caiisson ready to form government: 

Ingvar Carisson, head ofSweden’s caretaker cabinet, 
is ready to lead a new government to replace the one 
■ which resigned last week, Swedish television reported 
Thursday. _ 

Carisson informed parliament speaker Thage G. 
Peterson he could present the government to the 
lemriature for approval, the television reported. 

The social democratic leader declined to comment 
as he left Peterson's office, saying only that the 
speaker must consult with other political party 
leaders before any aimnuncumewt- 
Formation of a new government would overcome 
the most severe test in a decade for the soda! 
democrats, who have dominated Swedish politics for 
almost 60 years. (AP) ^ 

Crowd overpowers Irish police: Acrowd 

in Northern Ireland overpo were d pofice officers and 
forced them to release three men suspected of prepar- 
ing to shoot down an army helicopter, pohee said 
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Party spirit 


A woman enjoying the opening day of the carnival in 
Cologne, dutches a lake violin filled with whisky to 
help her enjoy the party spirit. (Reuter wirephoto) 



Tap water too 


They said the chase was resumed later and three 
men were arrested. 

According to the police account, tbe incident took 
place on Tuesday when a helicopter crew spotted 
masked men prepa ri ng an ambush outride CuBy- 
hanna village m South Armagh. 

The area is known as “bandit country** because of 
its links with the outlawed Irish Republican Army 
ami is dose to tbe border with the Irish Republic. 


Worries over chemical contamination forced bottlers 
to recall up to 2 million bottles of mineral water on 
Wednesday, while authorities warned 160,000 peo- 
ple in central and eastern France not to consume 
polluted tap water. 

.The moves came as a dispute erupted between 
environment and agriculture officials over wide- 
spread pollution ot drinking water due to drought, 
heavy use ol nitrate-based fertilisers and recent 
floods. 

The Socieie Generate des Eaux Miner ales de Vittel 
announced it would withdraw from sale an estimated 
500,000 bottles of Hepar mineral water to allay con- 
sumer worries that some might be contaminated with 
traces ot the hydrocarbon chemical alcane. 

Hepar is distributed and consumed almost 
exclusively in France, director Alain Dorfner told the 
Associated Press. The company also produced the 
popular Vittel water for domestic and foreign con- 
sumption. 

Supplies ot Hepar were contaminated Jan 10-11 
when water sitting in an aboveground tank awaiting 
bottling came into contact with a filter exposed to air 
polluted with alcane, Dorfner said. 

The water was bottled and shipped to points 
around France in late January, Dorfner said, and 
later quietly withdrawn from sale after the company 
discovered the contamination. 


The crew radioed an alert to police, but the men 
apparently heard it on their own radio and drove off 
toward the border. (AP) 



Kaifc calls session: Prime Minister Toshild 
Kaifii and hiscabmet have called a session of Japan’s 
parliament for February 27, foe prime minister’s 
office said on Friday. 

He is expected to namea new cabinet tbe same day 
after parliament formally re-elects him prime mini- 
ster. 

Kaifu led the Liberal Democratic Party to victory 
in elections last Sunday, ensuring it continues to 
dominate tbe more powerful lower house. It is in a 
minority in the upper house. 

The paxhamentary session is scheduled to last 120 
days and will debate such issues as an unpopular sales 
tax, regulations to improve political ethics and a 
budget 

Kaifu is expected to deliver a policy speech on 
March 2. (Reuter) 

* + « 

Malaysia protest allegations: Malaysia 
has mafe an official protest over, Britain’s Prince 
Charles allegation of genocide against the nomadic 
Pecans in the east Malaysian state of Sarawak, Prime 
Minister. Dr Mahathir Mohamad said Thursday. 

He said Malaysia is concerned that a charge made 
by a person of his position will be believed by the 
world community. 

Dr Mahathir said the world community might 
believe the allegation if foe statement boot corrected. 
(Kuna) 


part in the fighting. Hanoi contends all its forces 
were withdrawn from Cambodia last Septem- 
ber, 

The rebel liberation front had taken the town 
Dec S after forte major assaults. It gave them a 
springboard for attack on Sisophon, a govern- 
ment military operations center 20 kilometres 
(13 miles) to the south. 

Starting today, the prince was to live in a 
simple one-room village house without running 
water or central electricity , said his spokesman, 
EkSereywatch. 



Carnival time 

West German Foreign Minister Hans-Dietnch Gens- 
Cher moves to kiss Anne 1. thaua 1 nival princess bom 
Wuppertal, during a cerebration at the West German 
Foreign Ministry. (Reuter wirephoto) 


hanya has stripped King Mosboeshoe □ of all but 
ceremonial power after the monarch refused to 
endorse foe sacking of four members of foe ruling 
junta. 

Prior to the decree on Wednesday, Lekhanya, as 
bead of the six-man ruling military council, bad been 
obliged to confer with Mosboeshoe on major 
executive and legislative derisions. 

Now the monarch of this Southern African king- 
dom, entirely surrounded by South Africa, retains 
only ceremonial powers. 

On Monday, Lekhanya dismissed and arrested the 
four members of the mimaiy council on suspicion of 
plotting against foe government. They include 
Colonels Sekhobe Letae and Thaabe Letsie, both 
cousins of foe king, who had demanded unfettered 
powers for foe monarchy. (Reuter) 
a * • 

Political detainees to be freed: The 

military government will free all but 10 of Nigeria’s 
poEtical detainees in the next week. Adm. Augustus 
Aikbomu said Thursday. 

The admiral, who is foe second highest-ranking 
officer in Nigeria's security forces, told an annual 
lawyers' conference that the only people who would 
remain in detention are “ten detainees (accused of) 
causing economic adversity.” 

All other detainees, whom he accused of “petty 
crimes,” would be freed in the next week, he said. 

He did not say how many political detainees there 
are. 

Amnesty International, the London-based human 
rights group, reported at least 30 prisoners of cons- 
cience, including trade unionists and journalists, 
were detained for varying periods last year. Amnesty 
said numerous other detainees and convicted prison- 
ers died of disease and medical neglect in overcrow- 
ded cells that have poor sanitation. (AP) 

Aids wiping out villages, economies: Aids 

is wiping out entire villages ana crippling economies 
in southern and central Africa, a Paris- based group 
warned on Thursday. 

“What is at stake in Africa is to prevent a whole 
generation from befog infected with Aids,” said Dr 
Marc Gen&foi, president of the Pan- African Organ- 
isation to Fight Aids (OPALS), which claims the 
disease is killing one in 10 central and southern 
Africans between the ages of 25 and 45. 

Geutilini told a news conference a study by 
Foreign doctors and legal experts is Africa showed 
mat money spention Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome was crippling some economies. 3 

In Zambia Aids was paralysing copper produc- 
non, which accounts for one-fifth of the country's 
income, he said. (Reuter) 3 
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Israeli jets flatten PFLP base Truce collapses 


SIDON, Feb 23, (Agencies): Israeli war- 
planes executed an early morning raid 
against a Palestinian base near this south- 
ern provincial capital today, police said. 

A police spokesman said the raid tar- 
geted a base manned by fighters of Dr 
George Habash's Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine in the K&r Jara 
hills, east of Sidon. 

The spokesman, who cannot be named 
in line with regulations, said at least three 


Israeli jet I ghters carried out the five-min- 
ute attack at 2: 15 am (0015 GMT). 

The raiding jet fighters fired six air-to- 
surface missiles against the PFLP base, he 
said. 

“The aircraft of the enemy carried out a 
raid on one of our positions in Kfar Jara 
which resulted in the destruction of the 
targeted post,” a PFLP spokesman said. 

The spokesman said the base was empty 
during the raid — the third this week on 


Lebanese or Palestinian positions in South 
Lebanon. 

Witnesses in Sidon, 21 miles (40 kms) 
from Beirut, $aid the jets roared low over 
the city, shaking them out of bed. 

“We rushed to basements and air raid 
shelters assuming the city was under 
attack," said Fatima Habieh, a housewife. 

Her husband, Hassan Habieh, said he 
watched the planes releasing scarlet 
balloons to deflect heat-seeking anti-air- 


craft missiles. 


The raiding jets, Habieh said, also 
released parachute flares that illuminated 
the whole region. 

Defenders fired heavily at the planes 
front anti-aircraft guns. 

■ A Turkish janitor working at Turkey’s 
embassy in Lebanon was kidnapped from 
his Beirut home today, the Turkish 
Foreign Ministry said. 


3 killed, 22 hurt in Beirut battle 


Free 

hostages, 
Iran daily 
pleads 


DAMASCUS, Feb 23, (AP): A 
Tehran newspaper said yester- 
day that foreign nostages held in 
Lebanon, including nine 
Americans, had become a tool to 
be used against Iran and that 
they should be freed. 

The editorial in the English- 
language Tehran Tunes was the 
first known statement by an 
Iranian newspaper in support of 
freeing the hostages, whose fate 
is believed linked to a power 
struggle within the Iranian 
leadership. 

The newspaper isdose to Iran- 
ian President Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani. 

Freeing the hostages would be 
in linewith Islamic principles and 
Muslim forces “should work to 
get the hostages free with no 
preconditions, * the paper said in 
a report carried by the official 
Islamic republic news agency. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk A1 Sbaraa told the sister 
of one of the hostages that the 
Tehran Times editorial was “a 
good sign** and that he would be 
going to Iran soon to push for a 
hostage release. 

A1 Sbaraa told Peggy Say, sis- 
ter of Associated Press chief 
Middle East correspondent 
Terry Anderson, held for nearly 
five years, that he would “work 
intensely with the top Iranian 
leaders” on the hostage issue. 


US offers 
Egypt tanks 
in surplus 


WASHINGTON, Feb 23, 
(UPI): The State Department 
confirmed on Wednesday the 
United States has offered to send 
Egypt M-60A1 tanks from Nato 
stocks in Europe to replace 
obsolete Soviet-supplied vehi- 
cles. 

Published reports said about 
700 tanks are involved in the deal 
and Egypt would be allowed to 
have the entire batch for the ship- 
ping costs — about SI million — 
instead of the S140 million that 
such vehicles would normally 
cost. 

Spokeswoman Margaret Tut- 
wiler confirmed there are discus- 
sions under way on the deal and 
that members of Nato and Israel 
have been consulted. 

She said Israel was offered a 
similar deal, but declined. 

Under the offer, the Egyptians 
would destroy one T-54 or T-55 
Soviet-build tank for every M- 
60A1 delivered from US stores. 


Iran eager to heal 
rift with Gulf states 

UN bid to revive peace talks 

NICOSIA, Feb 23, (Aged- Rafsaqjani as saying. dispute during the GCC summit 

Rafsaniani added that “the in December. 


NICOSIA, Feb 23, (Agen- 
cies): President Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani yesterday expressed 
Iran’s readiness to put aside 
differences and mend ties with 
the Gulf Arab states, Tehran 
Radio reported. 

The broadcast, monitored in 
Nicosia, said Rafsanjani’s com- 
ments came in a meeting with 
visiting Omani Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs, Yousuf Bin 
Alawi Abdullah. 

“Despite some differences, we 
are completely prepared to co- 
operate closely in expanding 
relations with tne other regional 
countries,** the radio quoted 


Rafsaxyani as saying. 

Rafsanjani added that “the 
countries of the region, with their 
good financial strength and oil 
resources, and with regard to 
their specific conditions, can live 
in unity and friendship and stren- 
gthen their goals," the radio 
reported. 

Iran has managed to resume 
ties with most of the Gulf states 
which it alienated in the right- 
year war through spreading the 
war into the Gulfs shipping 
lanes and firing missiles at 
Kuwait. 

The six-member Gulf Co- 
operation Council selected 
Oman to mediate in the Iran-Iraq 


The alliance of Oman, 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, 
Bahrain and the United Arab 
Emirates sought to mediate in 
the Gulf war and since the 
ceasefire has worked to break the 
stalemate in the peace talks. 

The Iran-Iraq peace talks 
began on Aug 25, 1988, five days 
after the United Nations-spon- 
sored ceasefire took hold. 

The United Nations, i r discus- 
ring with Iran and Irai- and the 
Security Council how' best to 
revive stalled talks on a peace 
settlement in the Gulf, a UN 
source said yesterday. 









Afghan 
rebels’ 
last bid 
for unity 

ISLAMABAD, Feb 23, {Renter): 
Two Afghan rebel leaders left 
Pakistan for Tehran in a last- 
ditch effort to persuade Iran- 
: based Mnjahedeen to take part in 
rebel elections. 

Sfaia Muslim groups in Iran 
have so far refused to Join rebel 
efforts to convene a traditional 
grand council — widely seen as 
their last chance to forge a credi- 
ble alternative to President 
Naiflxdlah in KabuL 
The plan also faces difficulty 
among die rebel leadership in 
Pakistan, with one and possibly 
two leaden refusing to take part. 
But rebel leader Syed Ahmad 
Gallant said he hoped be could 
draw the Shia groups in Iran Into 
the political process. 

“1 hope so because this b in 
favour of all the people of Afghan- 
istan,* 1 tile bead of the National | 
Islamic Front said before leaving 
with Jmniat-i-Islami leader Bm*- 
hannddin Rabbatti. 

“Although it may not be the 
most favoured sort of elections, it 
is better than not having any- 
thing." 

Mnjahedeen sources said the 
Tehran trip was a final effort to 
indnde the eigfat-paity affiance of 

be beldhi She next few months. 

The two leaders wOl be seeking 
support from Iranian Foreign 
Minister AH Akbar Vdnyati, but 
a Western diplomat said their 
main task would be to persuade 
Iran’s religious leaders. 

- Pakistan army Chief of Staff 


BEIRUT, Feb 23, (AP): Rival Christian forces duelleo 
with mortars and tank cannon in East Beirut today, 
shattering efforts to reopen roads and stabilise a 
ceasefire m the intra-Christian showdown. 

Police said five 120mm mortar rounds crashed into 
crowded residential districts of West Beirut, dose to 
the dty;s dividing Green line, killing three people and 
wounding 22* 

The Barbir Hospital, the closest to the stricken 
districts, issued an appeal through the Muslim Voiceof 
the National Radio for urgent Wood donations to cope 
with the flow of casualties. 

The radio said that West Beirut, which has not been 
involved in the power struggle pitting renegade Gen. 
Michel Aoun against militia chieftain Samir Geagea, 
always pays the price." 


asked. “For what cause did these innocent victims 
fallT 

A police spokesman said a casualty report was not 
immediately available from the escalating duel in East 
Beirut. 

By police count, the showdown for mas toy of the 
3 10 -square- mile (800-square-kilometre) Christian 
enclave has killed 688 people and wounded 1,906 since 
it broke out Jan 30. 

The toll included 34 dead and 171 wounded in West 
and south Beirut, which have been repeatedly subjec- 
ted to shelling by the warring Christian factions. 

The overall toll of fetaUties also included 108 soldiers 
that Aoun's command r e ported as being killed in the 

fi ghting - 

The Lebanese Forces command, in a communique, 
blamed the sudden barrage on gunners of Aoun's 
19,000-strong army, saying they taigetted its East 


Beirut stronghold of Ashrafiyeh from tanka and mor- 
tar emplacement* on the city * southeastern edges. 

The communique said the barrage was an attempt to 
“block efforts to remove mines, reopen reads sod 
disengage the forces." 

But Aoun's radio said Gcagca'i 6,000-strong mi lids -q 

"never tried to reopen any road." 

“While g1mm { "g they wanted to remove mines and'- J 
reopen blocked roads, the gunmen wen opening fin. 1 
from s nip ing neats at residential districts defended by j 
the army," the communique Midi ' 

The communique, broadcast by Aoun's Radio. 
Lebanon, said Geanea's gunners shelled tbeanny-hdd - - 
districts of furn El Shubbak, Tahwita and Sin E] F1L < 
The polira spokesman, who cannot be named in tine 
with regulations, said it could not be determined who 
provoked the barrage, the worst violation of s ceasefire. . 

Shells started crashing into Ashrafiyeh at 12.30 am 
(1030 GMT), almost half an hour after about SJW0 
people gathered in the district's Stssine' square sod 

prayed tor peace in Lebanon, police said. 

• A senior Lebanese government official told **AI 
Seyassah" that Israel' has joined currant attempts 
designed to resol vc the Lebanese crisis, especially after 
the outbreak of the Inter-Christian war in East Beirut. 

The official said that Israel is proposing a political 
plan to reorganise the Lebanese society based on the 
establishment of cantons in Lebanon. 

The government official said that the liraeti-pUn . 
which has been presented to the United States, comes 
under the headline, “union of Lebanese cantons" and 
provided for the establishment of expanded political 
decentralisation in five districts and for Beirut to 
remain an open and demilitarised city. 


ilii '■ 

& J. 


Arab stress on 
military co-operation 




Semerd]ian burled 

Lebanon’s press corps on Thursday buried leading photographer George Semerdlian. 1 9 days alter he was killed during 
Inter-Christian battles. 

But the conflict which took Semerdlian’s life kept his bereaved wife and two children away from his funeral in West 
Beirut They could not leave their home in the Christian neighbourhood of Dora, ringed by minefields. 

Semerdlian. who has covered all Lebanon's many conflicts (or the past 1 5 years, could not be buried in his family's tomb 
In East Beirut which is now a batttazone. 

Picture shows photographers gather around the coffin in a church in West Beirut before ha was buried. (Reuter 

wirephoto) 


Shamir assures Bush of ‘not using Soviet Jews’ 

WASHINGTON. Feb 23, (Agencies): Israeli Prime Mini- transport of Jews emigrating in record numbers, 

ster Yitzhak Shamir assured Pres i dent Bush in a telephone Foreign Ministry spokesman Vadim P. Perfilicv told a 

call yesterday that brad was not using Soviet immigrants news briefing the ton is being imposed because of brad’s 

to strengthen its hold on the occupied territories, the White policy of resettling some Soviet Jews on occupied Arab 

House said. territories. 

White House Press Secretary Marlin Firewater said »P P 0 ®**! of Yasser Arafat, diainnan of 

Shamir told Bush that" Jewish immigration into brad was *k ^O. says the tmmigranon of Russian Jews to die 

a separate matter from the question of settlements.” which Israeli-occupied territories is an 3ct of war^ calling for 

has been a major point of contention in the peace process. reprisals. 

Shamir, who has come under fire for the settlement of Bas^ Ato Shaitf toki reporters at tbcPLO headquar- 

Soviet Jews in the Arab lands seized in the 1967 war, told to™ Tunis, ttose^gof200unsn^antsconsbtutesan 

Bush that "the Israeli government had. oo policy of direct- *** war wou ^ speak reprisals, 

ingwhercthcoewinurugrants should Irvc.Firewater said. It was the first time the PLO has .threatened to resume 

The Soviet Union confirmed yesterday it will not allow military activities against brad in reprisal for the set- 

direct air flights to Israel, hindering efforts to smooth the dement of Soviet Jews. 




m charge of hufcoontry’h 

policy, went to Tehran. last wetij 
partly to prepare the ground. 

A pro-government Iranian new- 
spaper on Tuesday urged a 
ceasefire in the Afghan war and a 
United Narioas-^opervised plebis- 
cite to deckle what sort of govern- 
ment Afghans want. 

It called Hs plan an Improved 
verson of proposals annowced 
last week by Soviet Foreign Mini- 
ster Eduard Shevardnadze. 

Western diplomats say the 
rebels, who have failed to win vic- 
tory on the battlefield since the 
Soviet troops left Afghanistan a 
year ago, will not get another 
chance. 

“Everybody realises that this 


:ni : : i . .1 n Ty? : 


It has to be credible and if it fails 
there will be real problems,” said 
one diplomat 

Meanwhile, Mnjahedeen bom- 
barded Kabul with rockets Wed- 
nesday, killing four people and 
wounding 15 ha the bloodiest snch 
attack in several weeks, state-nm 
Kabtd radio said. 


ABU DHABI, Feb 23, (Reuter): 
Army officers from 17 Arab 
countries, including Egypt and 
Iraq, have endorsed proposals to 
strengthen their combined 
military power, especially 
against Israel, delegates said yes- 
terday. 

“Tne proposals focus on how 
best to boost Arab military 
capability and. on guarding 
against threats to Arab 
security," one delegate to tin 
week-long meeting in Abu 
Dhabi, in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), said. 

More than SO officers, includ- 
ing generals, attended tne closed 
conference organised by . the 
Tunis-based Arab League, 

Delegates said the proposals 
inclu ded establishing joint arms 
'industries and military units, 
enforcing conscription and 
introducing military studies into 
schools. 

r * ‘.Tim, seminar „ . ... deal with 
national security, joint Arab 
mijij^y^aqtion . and , t£e Israeli 


enemy,** said Hisham Habab, 
Arab League chief of military 
affairs. 

“The question always asked is 
what real military capability do 
tiie Arabs have. This question - 
always perplexes our friends, our 
enemies scof£ andonr people axe . 
pained and disappointed,”-, he- 
said. ." -V - 

Arab armies have&ught and. 
lost four wars against Israel since 
1948. Egypt, the.jnost populous. 
Arab county, has a peace treaty 
with the Jewish state. » . 

Iraqi air foccetjeneral Alwan 


Visa restriction* 

LONDON, Feb 23. (Reuter): The 
British government said today It 
would requite AlgcrianitMoroocaia 
and Tunisians entering Britain: to 
have visas, because their arrival in 
large numbers had become a burden 
on immigration authorities. 

“In thelight of indeasumopm-} 

. ingdifficulues with nationals 6? these i 
countries,' the govfcrtmrtr has 
decided the time has come for thfeUK.1 
also require 'visas of* aff-lfiree^ 
nationalities,'' ' Horned Secretory 
(interior minister) David Wadding-! 
tonsaJd inattatement teparhawnt 


Silver sale hatted 


Abbousi said Israel had miUtnry 
superiority over some Arab 
states but not all combined. • 

The last joint Arab arms 
industry project between Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar and the 
UAE collapsed after the three 
Gulf states quit in protest at 
Cairo’s treaty with Israel in 1979. 

Iraq has one of the fastest 

. pm* 

including advanced, missile and 
: satellite technology. .aoiiro; 




iiM» ii 1 (31 uIH F-liI-In-I 


NEW YORK, Feb 23, (UPItl 
Lebanon, daimihgS70milliou worth! 
of Roman silver was stolen from the] 
nation, won a court order Wedncs-: 
day to temporarily block Sothdnr’ii 
from selling the treasure on behalf of j 
a British lord. 

Justice- Carol Huff ordered! 
lawyers for Sotheby’s, the trustee of; 
the Marquess of Northampton 
iasuai settlement and Lebanon . back to 
Harries. state supremccourt in Manhattan on 

u 'Maj^2Tdrafiearingcn^hetUbrthe 
. order should be made permanent 

BOUTO2 Sentence reaffffnfcd 


Demos in Iran cities 


ATHENS, Feb 23, (UPI): A Baghdad-baaed Iranian exile gre 
that scattered demonstration! against the county's ruling 
during the past week in Tehran and other major does. 


yesterday 
were held 


Iran, said: “In I s f ahan, protesters set fire to tires and daahed with guards on 
Tkamal Ismail street” 

In a statement telexed to Athens, the Mujahedeen said scattered demonstra- 
tions were held in Shiraz, some 400 miles (640 km) south of Tehran, where 
people dashed with security forces. 

Similar incidents occurred in Hamcdan, some 200 mfles (320 km) southwest 
of the capital, and while anti-government slogans appeared on waDa in the 
northwestern djy of Tabriz. 

There was no immediate confirmation of the reports firm official or indepen- 
dent sources. 

Last week angry soccer fans, protesting the cancellation of matrix in 
Tehran' s t wo main stadiums, swept through the city, centre ydling flo ras 


¥“ yrilmg slogans four people froze to death in 

agamstPresKtoii Ah Akbar HaabamRa fiiaq) am and spmt nal le n der Ayatollah province ofMus while walking E 

AhKbamena. one village to another. In V) 

Tehranreadents said the crowds tore up a large picture of the late A 


We need action, Baker 
says on Mideast talks 

WASHINGTON, Feb 23, tAP): Israeli Foreign Minister Moshe Arens arrived 
yesterday from Mexico for a meeting with Secretary of State James Baker on 
prospects for opening Mideast peace negotiations. 

Baker has tried for months to arranges three-way session here with Arens and 
Egyptian Foreign Minister Esm&t Abdel-Mcgukt His dans call for such a 
meeting to be followed by peace talks between Israeli andPalestinian represen- 
tatives. 

But Baker told the bouse foreign affairs committee yesterday that the agenda 
and the composition of a Palestinian delegation remained unsealed. 


Israeli troops 
beat Arabs 
despite ban 

OCCUPIED Jerusalem. Feb 23, 
(Agencies): A top Israeli army officer 
said in mihiary court yesterday that 
troops often ignored orders barring 
the beating of Palestinian detainees 
and that he hfamrif slapped a blind- 
folded Arab who was bound hand 


ops,” while on some streets shops openedforonlyafewhoiixsaday7 


"You measure progress in the Middle East in very small steps." he said. “I’m \ and foot, Israel Radio reported. 


going to continue to remain engaged as long as there is some hope for moving the 
process forward. 

“But we need to — we really need now to start We need action. We've done a 
lot of talking. Maybe we can do some more talking. But the time for action is 
coming very, very dose.” 

Meanwhile, Shimon Peres, the Israeli Finance Minister, told the US television 
network CNN in an interview that the PLO has accepted a formula for a 

Palestinian delegation. 

Peres, who heads Israel's opposition Labour Party, said it would be a non- 
PIO delegation mdmtingonc or two Palestinians who were cxpdkd from Israel 
and one or two who live in East Jerusalem. 

-"1 do believe it is acceptable to the Egyptians, to the Palestinians and I do not 
see any reason why it should not be acceptable to us as well," he said. 

Leaders of the Labour Party waned yesterday that they will bolt the coalition 
cabinet unless the right-wing Likud Bloc accepts within two weeks a com- 
promise package to dear ibe wav for preliminary peace talks. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, under pressure from Labour Party, 
his own Likud and the United Suus.hu said he will not accept any ultimatum 
on steps towards Israeli-PakatuLan peace talks. 

AL heads towards Cairo 

CAIRO, Feb 23. (UPI): Egypt March 1979, after late Egyptian 
has hosted its first official Arab President Anwar Sadat signed a 


CAIRO. Feb 23. (UPI): Egypt 
has hosted its first official Arab 
League meeting since it was 
expelled from the organisation 
for signing a 1979 peace tieaty 
with Israel. 

Egyptian government officials 
said they saw the meeting of the 
Arab Economic and Social 
Council (AESC) as a prelude to 
the eventual transfer of the 22- 
member Arab League headquar- 
ters back to Cairo from Tunis. 

Egypt's membership of the 
Arab League was suspended in 


“The meeting in Cairo is a step 


towards the return of the j aulh ° n0c8 - 
headquarters of the Arab League ; Abo a** 1 
back to Egypt," a Foreign Min- i *™“J**5 

•“ip*—-* , i srss 

workers are currently ren- . 


Lt CoL Ephraim Fein, former 
comamnder of the elite Givati 
Brigade, t esti fi ed in the trial of four 
Givati re ser ve soldiers accused of 
brutally beating two Palestinian 
detainees in the occupied Gaza Strip 
in February 1988. One detainee later 
died. 

During yesterday's hearing, a 
defence attorney also cited previous 
testimony as saying that Gen. Yitz- 
hak Moracchai. at the time the army 
chief in the Gaza Strip, beating a 
Palestinian who refused orders to 
dear a stone roadblock. 

The testimony came a day after the 
release of a US state department 
| report saying Israeli soldiers often 
[ ignored regulations and that many 
■ unjust killings by soldiers went 
unpunished. 

Also yesterday, the army revealed 
| it had captured three Palestinian 
i fugitives in the occupied West Bank 
| w anted for a series o, attacks against 
i Israeli targets and allegedly respona- 
I ble for bnnalanauhs on Arabs lusp- 
i ecred of coOaboranng with Israeli 



NICOSIA, Feb 23 r (AP)f A leading! |f 
Iranian radical today wanted! j 

Muslims who could kill author Sal-; a 
man Rushdie but hesita t ed that they; t 

were being un- Islamic, Tehran radio] ■ 
reported. : * 

Leading figures in Tehran's! »■ 

radical camp have been getting; .-J ; 
media mileage over the past threw ' 
weeks by reaffirming the late; , 

Ayatollah Khomeini’s year-oldj 
d e ath sentence against Bri tish autho r 
for his novel “The Satanic Verses." ( . 

Snowstorm toll 31 i 

ANKARA, Feb 23, (AP): Snow-j I 

storms have paralysed eastern] 
Turkey in the past four days, daim-. 
mg 31 lives, according to news] , 
reports. • j 

The semi-official Anatolia News] 
Agency reported Wednesday that . 
four people froze to death in the 
province ofMus while walking from] 
one village to another. In vartoi r 

township, near the Iranian border! 
two people (tied 'vhen an avalanche 
buried a village nouse, .the dispa t ch! 
said. j 

Demand quick polls • 

ALGIERS. Feb 23, (UPI): The! 
Muslim Fundamentalist Islamic 
Salvation F ron t called on the govern-, 
ment of President Chacfli BcadjedSdj 
today to hold elections as soon-ar 
possible to break a monopoly oC 

K iwer inpartiament by the rating, 
ational Liberation Front . j 
An editorial in the pro-Iranian.' 
party’s weekly magazine El MomK A 
kid (the saviour), said that if the; 
government did not meet its demand 
For speedy general elections delays 
would cause “crises" \ 

Israel admitted - 

GENEVA, Feb 23, (ReuterV. A UN-j 
sponsored arms conference has gran- 
ted Israel observer status at chemical 
. weapons negotiations for the first 
'time, despite objections from Iranj 
Algeria and other Muslim countries^ 
diplomats said today. ' : 

Most of the 40 member satienn of 

the co n f er e nce on disarmament fdtft 
was important not to exdude any 
country if a hoped-for chemicf 
weapons treaty is to be effective, the 
diplomats said. - 

Tunisia releases 1 

TUNIS, Feb 23, (Reuter): Tunisia 
has released a militant Musliffl 
student leader and about 25 others •- 
students held since Wednesday fdr 
questioning, a student epokesmst 
said today. -r 


Sudan rebels release European relief organisation doctors apologises 

RLSSEl.f! n run- a Dman . . , „ . ... ^ • w 


peace treaty with Israel and the | wanted for a aeries ofattacksagainst 
League's headquarters was i Israeli targets and allegedly icsponsi- 
transerred from Cairo to T unis ! ^ f° r brutal assaults on Arabs susp- 


Workers are currently ren- 
novaung the building which 
accommodated the Cairo 
headquarters of the League, and 
painting its outside walls. 


Also yesterday, at kxst 13 Pales- 
I u man recu-agen were wounded by 
: army gunfire in scattered dashes in 
I occupied lands, inducting a 15- 
j year-old girl who was shot in the leg 
{ when uymg to nop soldiers from 
i beating her brother during an army 
! raid in die town of QJc-.lv a . hospital 
; officials said. 


BRU SSELS, Feb 23, (UPI): A Belgian and 
a Dutch physician abducted in Sudan early 
this month by rebel forces have been 
released, a Belgian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said yesterday. 

The spokesman said Christine van 
Haegenborgh, 26, from Antwerp, Belgium 
and Martin Ruppert, 28, from Rotterdam, 
‘he Netherlands, arrived Thursday by 
plane in Nairobi. 

The two _ physicians, working for the 
humanitarian organisation “Doctors 
% nhoui Frontiers;’ were abducted Feb 2 
from the southern Sudanese town of 
Malakal where they had been working in 


the local hospital since May last year. 

Witnesses at the time said they were 
taken north but there was no indication of 
any violence. Malakal was controlled by 
the Sudan government, but reports at the 
time said the two physicians were taken 
beyond a 20 km (12.5 miles) radius to 
territory apparently controlled by rebel 
groups. 

A few days later, the Sudanese People's 
liberation Army admitted they had taken 
them after a night raid on Malakal. 

The SPLA apologised for what it said 
was a mistake and promised their rctase at 


the earliest opportunity into an unnamed 
neighbouring county. 

The Foreign Ministry spokesman said 
they were set free in southern Sudan foll- 
owing joint efforts by the Belgian and 
Dutch foreign ministries. Doctors With- 
out Frontiers and the Belgian embassy in 
Nairobi. 

“Our efforts were aimed at obtaining a 
safe outcome of the abduction," the 


witit whom the Belgian and Dutch suUjf 
orities had negotiated the release of tbfc 
two physicians. 5 

At the time ol their abduction, a spokes- 
woman for Doctors Without Frontiers 

.. Foreign Ministry spokesman was 


Foreign Minikry spokesman said. “They to confirm whether the physicians 

are m good health and we take care of their ^ oeen abducted for iuchpuiposes.- 

rep^t-on by ? »ane.“ J&ta Wo* Fronti-ra announced 

The spokesman did not warn to specify pu Ued its entire personnd odt 
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Israeli economy affected. by Arab boycott: Enezi || 292 set free in 

ND amnesty 


Manpower issue referred to Arab League 


[HE director of the Kuwait based Israeli 
ioycott Office in Kuwait, Ahmed AI 
Enezi speaking at a meeting held recently 
Q Damascus said that several recom- 
nendations and , amendments had. been 
adopted which are aimed at developing 
joycott regulations. 

The official said that the meeting bad 
endorsed the revision of the previous 
boycott resolution and had decided to 
ban all goods that bore prohibited trade 
barks — irrespective of their origin. 


With regard to the countries providing 
Israel with manpower, Enezi said that 
this issue has been referred to the Arab 
League Council and it is expected that 
relevant countries will be informed of the 
negative effects of this action with Arab 
countries and hinted that continuity 
could adversely reflect on the workforce 
of these countries in Arab world. 

The official disdosed that the meeting 
had decided to lift, the ban imposed on 
about 18 companies of different nation- 


alities as these companies had agreed to economies from the Israeli economic 

comply with the Arab Boycott reguln* invasion and added that politically, it is 


tions. Further it has been decided to 
impose a ban on 22 firms who have 
violated the Arab boycott laws. 

He went on to state that the Arab 
boycott had caused negative economic 
effects on the Israeli economy, by impos- 
ing an economic blockade against load 
by depriving the Zionist enemy entry into 
Arab markets. On the Arab level, the 
boycott provides protection to the Arab 


intended to keep the just Palestinian 
cause alive in the international commun- 
ity. 

Enezi denied that Israeli goods are 
smuggled into the Arab markets and that 
the boycott had lost its effectiveness. He 
tiled lsraeh leaders demands to bring the 
boycott to an end as attesting to the 
validity of the boycott procedures. 

The officials disclosed that the Israeli 


boycott offices in the Arab countries 
encourage the purchase of Palestinian 
goods by permitting them to enter into 
Arab countries, as these goods are 
produced in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. However, he criticised some 
Arab countries for not strictly being 
committed to the recommendations 
adopted by the Israel Boycott Office 
meetings. Enezi praised the co-operation 
and co-ordination prevailing among the 
Arab boycott offices. 


KUWAIT, Feb 23, (Kuna): An Amiri Decree yesterday set free 
292 prisoners, while if commuted sentences of 5 19 others on the 
occasion of the 29th National Day celebrations, it was officially 
announced here today. 

Director general of the General Administration for the 
Implementation of Sentences and Jails Col. Fahd Al Yassin said 
that the 292 prisoners were released yesterday, while 519 will 
spend lesser tunc behind bars. 

The freed persons covered by the Amiri Decree comprised 1 10 
prisoners facing criminal charges. 128 who committed mis- 
demeanors and 54 with traffic infractions. 

The numbers included 146 Kuwaitis. 133 men, five women, 
and eight juveniles. 
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MY sob’s residence 
.go for 


Can I 


in my wife's passport She is 
I want to make a separate 
mysoo. 

Jerry 

A MAJORITY of expatriates endorse the child's name in the 
mother’s passport. Did you also do the same? Or did you get a 
lesidencepermitfor the child and had it endorsed in the mother’s 
passport. If you got the tesidencepermit, then it is simple. After 
makmg the child’ s passport, you’ U have to geiit transferred to the 
hew document 

The rules say that if both parents work on visa No. 18 in 
Kuwait, either the mother or father can sponsor the child. If your 
wife is working here, and presumably you also have a job, then 
you can sponsor the chBd. 

- If your wife is not working, then a foreigner must be eligible 
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. and hast vafid visit No. 22. She 

Ttisddfvered a baby in India. Ktoifly advise me what sboidd be done 
to eadette the chad's name in the mother’s passport, 
p.f M ohammad 

j," A-.QtGLD’s name can be included in the passport by the 
ti authority: that issued the . passport. You’ll have to go to the 
or immigration department in India and have the child’s name 
oi added to the passport. ~- 

^biiAftef^idorsmg the child’s- name in the passport, you must go 
to theTCtiWaiti embassy 1 closest to your home and teH them that 
-ihTWja •ZA^foteojSs tphn^ the childtb Kuwait They may give a 
^^yis^qrnrak^ rathe passport If you 

then, ypu caii obtain a visit visa for the child, and 
to Kuwait, you can get the 
^mosidencepenmtfcffihe^ ■ : r 

-SnibUt'ts esseatialtocjbtain^.Tesideiict permit for the child. Many 
- ,n believe that tf’thdy get the “name” endorsed in the 

need a residence permit for the 
: permit for the child is needed, under the 
of Kuwait. 
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Telecom tower to be 
ready in 1 991 : Gabandi 

No construction problems 




Protection system contract 

Kuwait has signed an agreement with the French Interior Ministry for a protection system of its land and sea 
borders. The agreement was signed by the Undersecretary of the Interior Ministry Maj. Gen Yousef Bader Al 
Khorafi with senior officials of the Exports Office of the French Interior Ministry currently visiting Kuwait. No 
detailsaboutthe agreement were released Picture shows Khorafi exchanging copies of the agreement with 

the French officials. 


NEWS IN 


immigration rules < 


ISRA Wa Mlraj fell on Friday , Feb 23. AH govenmeat aid hanks 
declared a Mtv on Feb 24. Please advise if private comp— ies 
staff are also efigjke for such bofidayrt? 

Kaisar 

ARTICLE 36 of the private sector labour law lists Isra Wa 
Mairaj (Ascension Day) as an official holiday. It says that if the 
’'work circumstances require keeping any labourer at work on 
any official holidays, (such labourers) shall be paid double 
^.wages^Poubtewage&is normal daily salary phisanextraday’s 
y^ages_The law docs not specifically answer your query. Private 
bMWm ndnni^it^Brg discretion. • 
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• I CAME to Kowafi in 1985 as a donSfic hdper oa vlraNo. 

20. After I finriied my two year contract, I did not go back to my 
CMBtry but c on ti s ar d working la the home of mf employer for 
three more years. 1 wffl cocnplete fire years smice with my 
employer to A|w9tNs year. RecemfylreceiTedattiegram from my 
home, askiag me to come inune^ately. 

IfolhavetberudittoaskforniyroeadtrmtkkctoreqidvaleatiB 
Kowaiti dinars? Cam I ask for vacation salary — Le-oaemomh 
salary for eadi year of service? 

Please quote the Kuwaiti law so that I can ask for my benefits. 

BA 

DOMESTIC hdpers arenol covered by the private sector labour 
law. They come under the civil law, which says that a domestic 
helper’s employment, and his rights* mustbe in accordance with 
the contract. Do you have a contract with your employer? If yes,-, 
what does it say ? If your contract says you are entitled to a 
ronndtrip every two years, and a month’s salary, you can ask for 
it. If it does not cover the question, then the matter depends on the 
goodwill of your employer. Ifhe is happy with your service, and if 
L. he wants to pvc yon a roundtrip ticket and five months extra 
salary, he may give it to you. It is advisable to talk to your 
employer in a friendly manner and explain your difficulties while 
asking him forthe money and ticket He may understand your 
problem and hdp you out 

If you are going home permanently, that is canc el li n g your 
visa, then you are entitled to get a one-way ticket home, accord- 
ing to the rules. 

# • * 

1 AM a domestic (hirer with three drikbea I have been working 
with a family for the last one and.a half y ears withont any facilities, 
which wm included m my amtriMati I am wot getting my salary on 
time. Iamanurried man with cfcfldrenandlbiTe to repay KD300 
I paid to come here. Whenever I ask for my salary. Pm told it wffl be 
piud “tomorrow.'" Bnt tomorrow never cones. 

PJLS. 

PERHAPS, it would ^ve you some consolation, to know timt you 
are not the only person who has not received his salary. A large 
number of domestic helpers — drivers, maids and houseboys — 
are not being paid on time, sometimes for as long as four months 
to two years. It would be advisable to talk once again to your 
employer and ask him in a friendly manner to rive you your back 
pay. This is the only way in which yon might be able to get your 
salary. Another alternative would be to seek, your embassy's 
‘ assistance, and ask them to talk to your employer on your behalf. 

‘ IF yon have a problem drop os m fine and we will try mid snsweryoor 
e queries as best as we can. Write to Action Line, Arab Times, P.O. 
Box 2270, 13023 Salat, Kuwait or Fax yoorqnestions to eson Tdb 
4847495. 


fSCC, EEC industrialists 
conclude co-operation talks 
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feRANADA, Feb 23. (Kuna): 
^Industrialists from the Gulf Co- 
operation Council (GCC) and 
Abe European Economic Com- 
munity yesterday concluded a 
Whree-day meeting here aimed at 
strengthening co-operation bet- 
ween the two groups. 

. Kuwait’s Ambassador to . 
Spain Jassem Mohamed AI 
^abagh who took part in the 
meeting told Kuna the gathering 
*fras a good opportunity for 
Exchanging view on joint co- 
operation in industrial and 
investment domains the des- 
cribed talks as positive and fruit- 
afol. 

Zf Secretary-general of the six- 
member GCC AbdaHa Bishara, 
(Bahrain's Development and 
llndostry Minister Yousif Al 
Shirawi, Board Chair.nan of the 


Kuwait-based Bureau Bank 
Sheikh Ahmed Abdalla Al 
Ahmed Al Sabah and Ambas- 
sadors of Kuwait, Saudi Arabia 
and United Arab Emirates in 
Spain took part in the meeting as 
well as the managing director of 
. the Kuwaiti Company for Phar- 
maceutical Industries Sayed 

Sulieman Al Zarb&n, Board 
Chairman of the Kuwaiti Com- 
pany for Petrochemical Indus- 
tries Abdelbam Al Nouri and Ali 
Tbnayan Al Ghanim and Salah 
Fahd Al Marzouq as represen- 
tatives of the Kuwait Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, 

The delegation of the EEC was 
headed by Vice-President of the 
European committee Martin 
Bangeman and member of the 
EEC’s committee for 
mediterranean and Asia affairs 
Abel Matutes. 


Amiri cables 

KUWAIT, Feb 23, (Kuna): HH the 

Amir ShriVh Jabcr Al Ahmad Al 

Sabah yesterday sent a cable of oon- 
gratulatiom to the Amir of Qatar 

ShrilrMChafif a Bin Hamad Al Thar>i 
on the anniversary of Ids assumption 
to power. 

HH also seatacaUe ofcougrumla- 
dons to Sultan Hassanal Bofldah of 
Brunei on the occasion of his coun- 
try’s National Day. 

HH Crown Prtnce and Premier 
Sh eikh Saad Al AbdnUah Al Salem 
Al Sabah also sent a congratulatory 
cable to Sultan Hassanal BoDdah of 
Brunei on the occasion of his coun- 
try’s National Day. 

Health centres 

KUWAIT, Feb 23. (Kuna): Plan- 
ning add acting Public Heahh Mini- 
SferDr. AbdraahinanAl Awadi will 
inaugurate early next month three 
’ fiewhealtKceiitres^ within the context 
of celebrations marking the 29th 
anniversary of Kuwait National 
Day. 

The three health centres in Surra, 

willix: opened on March 3,5 and 6 
consecutively. 

Shamlan receives 

KUWAIT, Feb 23, (Kuna): Minister 
ofHigher Education AK Abdullah Al 
Shamlan yesterday received at his 
office head of Egyptian youth and 
sports higher council Abdul Ahad 
Jamal El Dein. 

Shamlan and his guest, during the 
meeting,* exchanged views of 
bilaieral relations and ways ofboost- 
ing them in addition to issues of com- 
mon interest. 

UNHCR meeting 

GENEVA, Feb 23, (Kuna): Under 
the chairmanship of Kuwait’s 
Ambassador to Geneva, Sheikh 
Salem Jaber Al Ahmad AI Sabah, a 
delegation of Arab ambassadors 
today met with the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees, 
Thomavald Stofcenberg. 

Describing the meeting as 
basically a ‘good-will' visit and to 
congratulate the new high commis- 
sioner upon his assumption of office. 
Dr. Sabah said the Arab deleg ati on 
assured Sto (ten berg of their support 
and co-operation. 

Asked whether the financial crisis 
facing the UNHCR was brought up. 
Dr. Sabah said that the high commis- 
sioner had indicated that £e would be 
undertaking visits to a number of 
countries to urge greater contribu- 
tions from countries so as to reduce 
the deficit faring the organisation. 

Mitterrand visit 

MANAMA, Feb 23, (Kuna): French 
President Francois Mitterrand starts 
a brier visit to Bahrain tomorrow, it 
was announced here today. 

The Manama-based Gulf News 
Agency said that during his visit the 
French president wQJ have talks with 
Bahraini officials on bfiateral rela- 
tions and a number of Arab and Gulf 
issues, particularly those relating to 
the Gulf Co-operation Council, the 
Middle East crisis, latest inter- 
national changes and topics oF 
mutual concern. 

President Mitterrand is currently 
visiting Bangladesh following his 
recent visit to 


From the courts 

Man gets 5 years, 
deportation for fraud 

KUWAIT'S Criminal Coon has sentenced a man identified as Musta- 
pha Jamal to five years in jail with hard labour to be followed by 
deportation. 

The court was told that the defendant had forged three applications 
for resident permits for KD800 each. He had convinced the three that 
he was working as a visa representative (mandoub) and that they were 
legally sponsored. The forgery came to light when one of the sponsored 
three approach the sponsor for a transfer of residence. The sponsor 
promptly called the police and categorically stated that he had never 
spon»3red the man. Theforgeiy of theother two visas was subsequently 
brough to the attention of law enforcement authorities. 

■ KUWAIT’S Criminal Court has sentenced a man to three years 
Imprisonment with hard labour and subsequent deportation on the 
charge of tampering with an official document. 

, The court was told that the victim met the accused at a popular cafe 
upon bis arrival to the country. The accused invited the victim to stay 
yrath hnri. ro hu apartment and then asked forjris passport under the 
pretext that lie had to hand it over to the landlord as guarantee for 
unptddrent 

The court was informed by the victim that some of the contents in his 
passport had been altered. The convict confessed that he had handed 
over the passport to a friend who used it for illegal purposes. 

■ A WOMAN was fined KD10 by the court after she was accused of 
giving birth to a- baby girl and then with the help of her mother 
abandoning it in the Jahra desert 

The woman confessed to the court that she had remarried conven- 
tionally after she divorced her first husband, but hid the fact that she 
was already pregnant by hCT firethusband. When the baby was born her 
mother took it and abandoned it in the desert. Security authorities 
subsequently found the body of the new boxn. Investigations led to the 
mother of the baby who had registered the child at a health centre. 

■ KUWAIT’S Criminal Court sentenced four different people to 
several different sentences and fines along with deportation. 

The case was referred to the police by a defendent identified as 
Khaled (the first defendant in the case). 

The court was told that Khaled had rented a flat in Abu Hahfaand 
shared it with i the accused identified as AH. 

Khaled claimed that Ali consumed alcohol at the flat and under the 
pretext that he needed space for his two wives who were to join him 
shortly, he kicked Ali out and changed the locks. He however brought a 
maid to his apartment pending the arrival of his wives and die court 
beard that be indulged m sexual intercourse with her. 

The court was also told that Khaled entered the flat once to find that 
the locks had been broken open and his former flatmate was watching 
pornographic films with another defendant identified as Amer. Khaled 
reported the incident to the police who subsequently arrested the two 
and confiscated the films. 


THE deputy chief engineer of 
construction projects at the Min- 
istry of Public Works has denied 
rumours that work on the KD27 
million Telecommunications 
Tower and Complex has ground 
to halt because of the weakness 
ofthesoiL 

Bader Al Gubandi said that 
experts had examined the soil in 
1981, when samples were taken 
at a depth of 70 metres. These 
tests were made in co-operation 
with government research sta- 
tions and Kuwait University, he 
added. 

The concrete and iron used in 
the project were tested in Can- 
adian labs and the designs of the 
372 metre tall tower incor- 
porated all the information, 
Gabandi said. 


He added that foundation 
work began in May 1987 and the 
first concrete was poured from 
April 1988 to June 1938. The 
base of the tower is of 18 metres 
depth and 55 metres diameter. 

The tower's basement consists 
of three floors of which one will 
be used as a water reservoir with 
a capacity of 400,000 gallons and 
the other two floors will be used 
to store equipment, Gabandi 
said. 

Gabandi expects that the 
tower will be completed in 
February 1991 in time for the 
country's 30th National Day 
celebrations. 

“A project of this dimension 
requires large amounts of time 
and effort,” Gabandi said. Fur- 
ther he added, “the construction 


of this telecom tower cannot be 
compared with the building of a 
bousing complex.” 

“U tokes 275,000 cubic metres 
of concretes 2,700,000 kilos of 
iron and 2,420.000 of tempered 
steel to build the project,” 
Gabandi said. 

He added that after comple- 
tion the Telecom Tower in 
Kuwait will be taller than any sky 
scraper in New York and will 
also be higher than the Cairo 
Tower which is 185 metres high. 
He added that the project is built 
on an area of 21.000 square 
metres. 

The Telecom Complex main 
building will be merged with the 
present central telecommunica- 
tions centre. Parking for 230 cars 
will also be provided. 


Kuwait 
advocates 
support for 
intifada 

UNITED NATIONS, Feb 23, 
(Kuna); Kuwait late Wednesday 
urged the international com- 
munity in general and the UN 
Development Programme 
(UNDP) in particular to increase 
its financial support to the Pales- 
tinian people who are fighting to 
liberate thieir land. 

Addressing - the four-day 
special session ofUNDP’s gover- 
ning council, Mariam Abdnlk- 
arim AJ Awadi. assistant under- 
secretary in the Ministry ofPlan- 
ning, said Kuwait supports the 
proposal of UNDP's adminis- 
trator James Grant to allocate 
$12 million to the Palestinian 
people in the occupied Arab 
territories. 

However, she added, “We 
emphasise the need to increase 
this support to the Palestinian 
people who started their intifada 
more than two years ago to put 
an end to the long-standing 
occupation of their land and to 
their extremely difficult living 
conditions.” 

Awadi also thanked the 
administrator for his efforts in 
facing last year’s floods in 
Democratic Yemen and called 
for an increase in the amount 
allocated to deal with the 
problems resulting from that dis- 
aster. 


Lax management 
in industry: Khaled 

THE Minister of Commerce and Industry Faisal Al Khaled has said that the 
ministry is bent on implementing plans aimed at encouraging local industries in 
line with recently stipulated economic recommendations. He stressed the need 
to further promote the role or the industrial sector. 

He said that the ministry has provided incentives to all national industries, but 
most industries fail to make any impact primarily because they are deficient in 
proper administrative managemcnL 

Speaking at the Kuwaiti Industries Exhibition at the Kuwait International 
Fair Grounds, Khaled said that local Kuwaiti industries have been able to 
develop and diveraify to meet increasing local demand. He pointed out that the 
ministry is always ready to offer support industrialists to improve their output. 

Khaled tourol the 65 different paviffions of the exhibition which displayed 
samples of Kuwaiti paper, wood, chemicals, petrochemicals, plastic, clastic, 
textile, leather wear, mining products, budding materials and other industries. 
He lauded the high level ana quality of local products and hoped these would 
soon replace imported products and be able to help the country be self suffirienL 

He made particular reference to the level of locally-produced building 
materials, foodstuffs, cooling and electrical industries, which, be said, com- 
plemented one another and competed with foreign products. Almost 100 per 
cent of the locally used cooling systems were manufactured completely in 
Kuwait. 

Khaled called on the owners of existing industries to co-ordinate and co- 


seek continued refinement of their products. 

Meanwhile, Che assistant undersecretary for industrial affairs Ali Abdullah 
Al Bin AG commended the objects displayed at the industrial exhibition, which 
he said reflected the level and quality attained by the local industries. 

He said that the ministry is planning- to build a permanent marketing centre 
for local produce at the International Fair Grounds. Headded that the allocated 
project site was 6,000 square metres. 

Ali said that the project would include an information centre, a special 
exhibition for displaying local industrial products, a centre for local industrial- 
ists and business m en, government public service offices and faoUtieS- 

He said that the recently-baih quality-control lab performed three main tasks 
which included the enforcement of approved specifications, by which no 
imported products would be admitted mio the country if it failed to meet 
standards. 

He added that lab would issue certificates stating the quality-level of any 
commodity offered for testing, and that accordingly dealers who trade in 
commodities failing to meet with approved standards would be liable to legal 
responsibility. 

He also said that (he lab undertook to offer official confirmation of abidance 
by approved specs for local industries and factories, which would enable the 
protection of consumer commodities. 


Indian embassy 

A PRESS release from the Indian 
Embassy in Kuwait has staled that 
the embassy will remain closed on 
Sunday 25th February, 1990 on the 
occasion ofNational Day ofKuwaiL 

Pak testing 

THE Secondary School Certificate 
(SSQ Annual Examination 1990 of 
the Federal Board of Intermediate 
and Secondary Education, 
Islamabad will commence from 25th 
February, 1990 at the Pakistan 
School and College Rumahhia Cen- 
tre at 07:30 hours. All regular 
students are advised to collect their 
roll number slips from their respec- 
tive schools. Private candidates can 
obtain their roll number slips and 
date sheet from the principal of the 
institution that has forwarded their 
forms. 


Ali and the maid however were sentenced to six months imprison- 
ment each to be followed by. deportation and Amer was fined KD1" 

■ -SECURITY men at Jahra Govern orate have found fragment 
the body of an Asian woman inside a power station in Jahra- The body 
was discovered by people of the area who were overcome with the foul 
stench of the decomposing body. They notified the police who 
recovered parts of the body. Security authorities have begun investiga- 
tions and the body has been sent to the forensic lab. 


Municipality to fire 
1 000 more cleaners 


By Jamal Amin 

KUWAIT Municipality has 
made about 3,000 labourers 
redundant over the past five 
years, mostly cleaning workers 
and is planning to dismiss 1,000 
more in the coming fiscal year. 
Director of the Personnel Depar- 
tment at Kuwait Municipality 
Abdulla Al Khlaifi announced. 
The main cause of the dismissals 
was the result of the municipality 
handing over cleaning contracts 


in most areas to private compan- 
ies. 

. This would leave only about 
1,500 labourers with the mun- 
icipality and even these would be 
transferred to the emergency 
labour force and the slaughter- 
houses department, Khlaifi 
added. He said that the mun- 
icipality was paying about KD 
7.3 million in annual salaxeis to 
these labourers and the amount 
to be reduced. 



PCIB officials visit Kuwait 

THE delegation of Philippines Commercial International Bank visited their correspondent 1Z Company for 
Exchange’s office during their recent trip to Kuwait Picture shows PCIB and 1C Exchange officials. (Left to 
right) Iqbal Rizvi, Eudardo Nery, Khalid Jamil, Rene Peronilla, Ralando Rodriguez, Candido Santico and 

MansoorKhan. 


Oman to crack down on desert poachers 


MUSCAT, Feb 23, (AP): Con- 
servation officials here have said 
they would vigorously crack 
down on desert poachers who 
smuggle rare animal and bird 
species oat of the country for 
rale. 

Themove follows thejailingin 
December of four tribesmen 
caught tracking Arabian gazelles 
over the United Arab Emirates 
border. Conservation Depart- 
ment spokesman Yousuf Al 
Baloushi said. 

“Offenders will face six-month 


jail sentences and fines of up to 
900 rials (52320) for contraven- 
ing enviromental laws,” Balou- 
shisaid. 

The foar Omani tribesmen, 
who were not named, were con- 
victed under enviromental leg- 
islation banning the hunting of 
endangered species and are serv- 
ing six-month jail terms. 

“We believe they were part of 
an organised gang operating in 
the desert," Baloushi said. 
“Investigations are presently 
under way to find out exactly 


what has been going on.” 

Other prime targets, he said, 
were the Nubian Ibex and the 
Houbara bird, known 
biologically as Macqueen’s Bus- 
tard, a resident breeder the size of 
agorae. 

Poachers caught them live and 
exported them to neighbouring 
countries where there was good 
price for the live animals and 
birds, he said. 

“It appears there is a ready 
market for rare species like gaze- 
lles, which' are said to Fetch 


around 500 rials ($1,300) apiece 
forprivate zoos,” Baloushi said. 

The Arabian White Oryx, 
extinct in the wild before it was 
reintroduced to the stony Oman 
central desert preserve at 
Yalooni in the Jiddal Al Harass, 
was not threatened, he said. 

“The range wardens in the Jid- 
dat are active and the Oryx are 
well guarded and protected. 
Elsewhere, though, we are bol- 
stering our conservation patrol 
efforts,” Baloushi said. 

“If we do not act now it will be 


too late. We are talking here 
about species of animals and 
birds are almost extinct, existing 
only in Oman. It is a global issue 
in that respect.” 

Government notices publi- 
shed in the local press on the 
orders of Oman's ruler, Sultan 
Qaboos, warned that the hunting 
of rare birds, deer and other wild 
animals was prohibited. 

The notices said police would 
maintain strict border 
surveillance to apprehend the 
violators. 
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Western isolation dreaded 


Thought for today 


Iran calls for release of hostages 


East bloc inspires 


Reform winds 
sweep Nepal 

KATHMAN DU, Nepal, (AP): A movement to restore political plural- 
ism has gripped the Himalayan kingdom of Nepal, pitting its Harvard- 
educated monarch against two banned political parties inspired by the 


Clashes between police and demonstrators demanding end to a 29- 
year-old ban on political parties have claimed at least 1 1 lives this week 
m usually tranquil Nepal. 

Arrested 

Activists claim more than 1,000 people have been arrested in the 
government crackdown on the Movement for Restoration of Mul- 
tiparty Democracy. The government says 175 people have been arres- 
ted since Sunday when the campaign was launched — for the third time 
in 1 1 years. 

“1 think this time the government is shaken," said a Western 
diplomat who spoke on condition of not being identified further. “They 
have realised that bullets and lough talk won't make the problem 
disappear." 

Leading the agitation are the banned coalition of left-wing parties 
and the Nepali Congress Party, which governed the country during its 
only two years in history as a Western-style democracy. 

“For the last 29 years we have faced atrocities," said Hari Bol 
Bhattaria, a senior member of the Congress Party who has evaded 
arrest. “It's time to get rid of the system, bring in a fresh system." j 
Bhattarai, who spoke in a telephone interview from an undisclosed I 
location, said the movement would continue until the government gave 
in. “We have waited enough. Now we won’t give up until our demands 
are fulfilled,'' he said. 

Nepal has witnessed startling political events since the Shah dynasty 
its rule In mid - 1 8th century. After almost a century on the throne, 
the Shahs were reduced to titular heads by the Ranas, who established a 
parallel line of hereditary prime ministers. 

In 1951, King Tribhuvan of the Shah dynasty and the Nepali 
Congress Party overthrew the Rana prime minister and established a 
democratic constitution under which the monarch and an elected 
government were to share power. 

Elections 

The country's first general elections were not held until eight years 
later, as Tribhuvan and later his son King Mahendra appeared loath to 


NICOSIA, (Reuter): A call from Tehran for the 
release of Western hostages in Lebanon indicates . 
Iran's fears that changes in the Eastern Europe are 
uniting the superpowers against it, political analysts 
said on Thursday. 

Thc pro-government Tehran Times, in an 
editorial on Thursday, called unequivocally for the 
unconditional release of all captives. It lamented 
that the hostages had become a propaganda weapon ! 
for the West against Iran. 

The hostage-taking, which the West blames on 
Tehran and its Lebanese surrogates, has been a 
major hurdle to improving Iran’s relations with the 
West 

Releasing 

Several reports have indicated Iran received 
money and aims in return for releasing American 
and French hostages over the past few years. 

Iran denies a direct role in the abductions but 
admits to having a degree of influence over kidnap- 
pers of 17 Western hostages, including eight 
Americans and four Britons. 

Analysts said the Tehran Times' call was sig- 
nificant because it followed President AH Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani's gloomy assessment of greater 
pressures on Iran from increasingly united and 
largely hostile world powers. 

It also came after talks in Tehran with senior 
officials of Hizbollah (party of God), the Shiite 
M uslim group widely believed to be behind the 
kidnappings of Westerners in Lebanon. - 
“I wouldn't expect an early return of the hostages, 
but the (Tehran Times) article takes on added mean- 
ing when you put it next to what Rafsanjani said the 
other day," one analyst said. 

SpMCtt 

On Tuesday Rafsanjani, in a speech to parliament, 
said change s sweeping Eastern Europe may well 
make Iran more vulnerable. 

“Many of the opportunities that independent 
nations had to make use of confrontation of big 
powers are vanishing,*’ he said. 

“Confrontations are turning into understandings 
which, in general, would give more leeway to those 
who are hostile to us." 

The analysts said Rafsanjani's assessment could 
push Iran towards seeking a quick end to the hostage 
crisis to get on with the task of rebuilding its econ- 
omy. 

' But he noted that previous Rafsanjani initiatives 
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PM reflects 
Irish unity 

DUBLIN. (Reuter): Watching die Berlin Wall ; 
being torn down live or television,, Irish Prune 1 / 
Minister Charles Haughey could not help won- 
dering “why not us next?" 

Reflecting on the two Soviet cosmonauts 
who returned to Earth this week from-fivt 
months in space, he thought how astonished 
they must have been at the changes siBCeifiey 
left. , ‘j 

“As somebody who comes from- a divided 
country, a partitioned country, l qmstMvea 
sentimental attachment to the idea of Cterinan 
unity,” he told Reuters in an interview to mark 
Ireland’s current presidency of the European f 
EconomicCommumty (EEC). .'.T 

“All over Europe they are showiugwhaidan 1 
happen when barters are thrown dowiKthw 
have- kept people apart. Surely we In Ireland i 
should take a lesson from that and 1 see if we i 
could not teardown the barriers of roistnistsnd 
prejudice that have kept us apart,'' he said. ' 
Unite 

The outlawed Irish Republican'. Array 
guerrilla group has battled for 20 years to 'end 
British rule in Northern Ireland and unite the 
province with the Irish. Republicl Almost 3,000 
people have died in this, one of the world's 
longest-running guerrilla conflicts: ; r - M - L 
Haughey, a fervent nationalist who hasbran- 
ded the British province an imviabte entity, 
said: “My ideal of course would be? unified. 
Ireland as part of a broader European unity” 
But he is reluctant to tarry long on Northern 
Ireland. It is the wider European- stage lhalt 
engrosses him now, the fast-changing pace of 
history in the making that intrigues mm. 

“Those Soviet astronauts went up into space 
when the Berlin Wall was still thfcre and looked 
imm utable, when commun ists were in complete 
control of the governments of Eastern Europe. 

“When they came back down tq Earth, the 
Berlin Wall was gone and most of.thfcj&fotera 
countries are making heroic ;$tic$£pt£ to 
achieve fredom and 'parliamentary democracy. 
That little qpisode broughfeit 


to resolve the crisis had faltered amid opposition by 
hardliners such as former Interior Minister Ali 
Akbar Mohtashemi, who has close links with 
Lebanese militants. 


Another Iranian analyst said the key dement in 
the Tehran Times editorial was its admission that 
the hostage issue, whatever its original benefits, was 
now hurting Iran. . ■ 


- ccept the role of a semi-titular head of state. 

The Congress Party was voted to power in 1959, but Mahendra 
dismissed its government two years utter and banned all political 


parties, accusing them of corruption and misleading the nation. 

That ban stiU stands, notwithstanding agitations and violence in 
1979 and 1985. The 1979 movement led to a historic national referen- 


JEDDAH. Saudi Arabia, (Reuter): Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s political reforms pose an 
acute dilemma for leaders of the world's one biUion 
Muslims. 

They welcome Gorbachev’s perestroika (restruc- 
turing) and glasnost (openness) because they make 
for a better life for Muslim communities in the 
Soviet Union. 

But the prospect of a mass exodus of Soviet Jews, 
mainly to Israel, strikes 1 at the hearr.of' traditional ' 


Moscow in any way that might adversely affect 
Muslims li ving in the Soviet Union, while seeking to 
ward off the spectre of a “greater Israel” made 
possible by a sudden influx of Jews. 

Perestroika 

I must say that we are satisfied with perestroika... 
enabling (Soviet) Muslims to express their views and 
practise their rites," said Hamid A1 Gabid, 
secretary-general of the 46-member Organisation of 
• " Islamic Conference (CHG)'. -•••■ -■*!« » ■» 


basic demographic change.” 

Muslim countries fear the 1.7 million Palestinians 
living under Israeli occupation may eventually be 
swamped by Israeli settlements, reinforced by a 
huge influx of Soviet Jews. 

The Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
and the Muslim world view the Israeli -occupied 
Gaza Strip and West Bank as the site of a future 
Palestinian state. 






dam the next year, in which the people narrowly voted toretainlthe- import for rh* Palestinian struggle for But he., told a news conference in Jeddah -4his ■ - --- -..The. PLO. this.week warned that .Israel’s, scfc J 

country's non-partisan RashuiyaPanchayat, or national assembly. . national ri gh is. . ...... . . — — — — . ~ — «•» month that Jewish-excngration wasr i ‘themast serious r*^tihmeni^*'200 Soviet- Je^Vish immigrants 


Analysis say one reason for the people voting for a partyless ' 
democracy was the assurance by King Birendra, Mahendra’s son, of 
greater political freedom and genuine representation in the assembly. 

“We thought we would haveit good other way,” said Debendra Raj 
Panday. a political commentator. “But we remained where we were. 

The palace stiU runs everything in this country. 

“The legislators are voted with the government's support In effect, 
the prime minister is chosen by the king,” he raid. 

The government says the 1980 referendum is still valid and the will of 
the people mil not be changed. 

“Nepal follows the middle path," said chief government spokesman 
Radhey Shyam Bista. “We rejected the one-party system of our 
norhtern neighbour, China, and the multiparty system of our southern 
neighbour, India.” 

“For us the monarchy is the only institution. Democracy can only 
grow with the co-operation of the monarch,” he said. He credited 44- 
ycar-old Birendra, a graduate in political science from Harvard Univer- 
sity. with ushering in “remarkable progress" in the mountainous 
kingdom of 18 million people, one of the poorest countries in the world. 

Population 

According to government figures, life expectancy has risen from 38 
years in 1960 to 47 at present and about 70,000 Nepalese now receive 
university education. 

StiU. have the population lives in poverty, with a per capital a n nu a l 
income of SI 50. More than 70 per cent of the population has no safe 
drinking water. 

“I trace all economic problems to the political process," said anal yst 
Panday. “It's a feudal economy and there are little fiefdoms everywhere 
with no regard to the people's needs.” ] 

Economic problems apart, the tone of the demonstrators appears to 
be getting more strident, and thev have increasingly aimed criticism at 
the king, which is a punishable offence. 

“Our king is trying to kill democracy," said Rishikesh Shaha, a 
former foreign minister, who fell out with the palaoe and left for India 
on Feb 7. saying he feared he would be arrested. 

“He is trying to pulihe clock back ... at a time when around the world 
ihe voice of freedom, the voice of democracy is getting stronger and 
stronger," Shaha said in an interview in the Indian capital. New Delhi. 

“You just canT talk about him. You arc required to worship him. But 
the pro-democracy movement has gone very deep down into the hearts 
of the people," Shah said. 

“There is no question of turning back." 

TODAY IN HISTORY" 

1525 — Spanish Army, using muskets for first time in war. 

' ^tac French and Swiss forces at Pavia, Italy, as 14,000 men are 
vjiR in battle. 

1530 — Charles V is crowned Holy Roman Emperor and King 
Italy by Pope Clement VII at Bologna — the last imperial 
, : rotAtion hv a pope. ] 

— Duke of Guise is killed at Orleans in French civil war. 
ifi56 — Spam declares war on England. 

1924 — Governor-General of India declares war on Burmese 
: :r: a-y.-sh East India Company territory is violated. 

•;S25 - - E«> puan forces begin landing in Morea, Greece. 

;S26 — B\ treaty of Yandabu. ending Burmese war, Burmese 
indemnity and British resident is established at Ava. 
iS9l — Chtnapays indemnity to Russia for return of Hi valley 
.r. northwest China. 

— Najt party is organised in Germany. 

_ Egypt’s premier Ahmed Pasha is assass in ated after 
announcing Egypt's declaration of war against Germany; US 
liberate Philippine capital of Manila from Japanese 
..wjpulicn during World War 11 

At least 25 people, most of them Muslims, are slain 

during terrorist outbreak in Algiers. 

joqo Coup by armed forces of Ghana deposes president 

K.w ame Nkrumah while he is out of country en route to China. 

_ US president Ronald Reagan requests that president 
Ferdinand E. Marcos of troubled Philippines step down after 
2 m v cars in power. 

1989— Japan's Emperor Hirohito is buried in misty forest after 
vi orM leaders pay final respects. 


' '■‘PontictQ- -ti^dySf^say^ MiislnHp^d' 'ATdb^are- 1 -^Situ^tioh which the (Middle East) region faces now 
trying not to antagonise their traditional allies in and in the future as it is intended to bring about a 


West Bank town of -.Nablus- was 
which would provoke retaliation. 


felt act of war’ll' 



« _ _ m • and shocks. Equity does not mean absolute equality 

South Commission “*“*”"“* 

. _ ... . „ , . The task of representing developing countries on the 

SIR: South Commission is pragmatically keeping the diplomatic front is taken up by Nyererc. Commenting 

Third Worid flamc ahvc. _ in 1989 on the inaugural address of President Bush of 

Julius Nyererc, ihe chairman of the South Comma- his country’s mission to “make gentler the face of the 

sionofthe Non-Aligned Movement, isadynamicdoer. world" and "of opening the door to prosperity," 

After years of service to Tanzania as prtadent of the Nyerere very eloquently proposed in his words. “Will 

republic, he assumed the presidency of the South Com- the door to prosperity be open to make the world 

mission in 1987. , . „ . . gentler for the poor?" He has. since then, become 

He came through Kuwait the other day to attend the champion to the cause of the poor bringing to the 

preliminary meeting for the South-South Commission. notice of the industrialised world the economies that 

His servi ces to the South are commendable. The have aumbled and living standards which are steadily 

establishment of the ' amission itsdf has a lot to do decBning. , „ , 

with the personal interest of Nyerere. He has always He has highlighted the cause of the sub-Saharan 
been a great contributor and personally shown keen. Africans who have specially been hit the hardest by 
_ nnH national d isas te rs 

The cormmsa on set-up has been talted about for the hunger and malnutrition^ddeath of 

last 25 yean i and .iheone thing preventragii from taking halTa million children last year, declares Nyerere, is all 

ptace was the idea that Soulhcrn cpuntnes woukta t due w ^ economic conditions of the South, 
pul their money where their mouth is, as ouoe formed, DlmnarlUm 

it is one of the few nrtraniu firms still flvtmr the It*® for . 


put their money where their mouth is, as once formed, 
it is one of the few organisations still flying the flag for 
devekming countries, especially when we see that the 
talk of the new international economic order and the 
Third World concept ls really fading, it is nice to see the 
workings of ihe South Commission who has the 
ambitious task of charting a way forward for develop- 
ing countries after what is widely regarded as the “lost 
decade" of the developing nations. 

The South Commission most probably will establish 
into a permanent commission as a counterpart to (he 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development, which acts as a sort of a secretarial for 
the industrialised countries. 

In absence of a permanent secretariat for dev doping 
countries in international conferences, the position or 
developing nations is quite weakened. Even the stron- 
gest developing nation cannot match the political and 
economic dout wielded by OECD members. 

One of the recent contributions to the South Com- 
mission was when at a confere nce of General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), the commis- 
sion issued a briefing paper which outlined the issues at 
stake and their implications for developing countries. 

Conference 

The commission paper hdped the developing 
nations' ambassadors in Geneva at the GATT con- 
ference. as it pointed out the industrialised countries' 
demand for open markets were in fact a charter for 
multinational and trans-national to act erven more 
outside the control of host governments than they do at 
present. 

The commission is, however, at pains to point out 
tiiat it is a doer . They don't want thar reports to end up 
in bureaucratic cycles. 

The commissioners r epre sen ting 28 countries are all 
from Economic South and all its funds have been 
provided by 50 developing countries, even a small 
country like. Burkina Faso, contributed. 

The present committee meeting in Kuwait was 
aimed at giving priority to South-South trade and 
highlighting issues or environment which affect the 
developing countries. 

Dr Manmohan Singh is the secretary-general of the 
commission. In his own words he talks about commis- 
sion work "through a continuous comm imitation 
| effort." 

| The commission is also working on the transfer of 
I technology from the North to the South and, in this 
field, the influence of Commissioner Abdus SaUam. 
Nobel prize winner in physics from Pakistan, cannot be 
denied. 

According to Dr Singh, the commission aims to be 
radical in addressing the current buzz words of*“self- 
rtUance. equity and sustainability,” but will be prac- 
deal in its approach. In light of this pragmatic 
- approach, seu-rriiaocc will not mean autarchy, but 
budding up the ability to withstand external changes 


On the economic disparities, be has proclaimed the 
existence of a debt -trap which the developing coun- 
tries have been caught in. Rising interest rates and 
falling prices of commodities are increasing the 
deficits. Nyerere declared that the current level or debt 
service by Southern countries cannot be maintained 
even by starving their children, especaiUy, with the 
import curbs imposed by the rich, countries thar have 
blocked trade. 

The structural adjustment programmes or belt-tigh- 
tening has virtually killed the growth. He urges reversal 
of S3 1 billion flow to rich countries, and is a vehement 
opponent of rising interest rates which make the debt 
problems worse. 

In a meeting with the creditors, he has championed 
the cause of reversal of the huge flow of money from 
poorer countries to the richer ones. Nyerere rightly 
points out that, before 1980,'money tend to Dow from 
rich countries to poorer countries. Now, aid has shrunk 
and flow from poor countries to the rich is mostly in the 
form of principal and interest payments on the Third 
World SI .3 trillion debt. 

According to the South Commission report, the 
cumulative net transfers from the Southern countries 
to the industrialised nations since 1983 has come to a 
staggering SI 35 billion. 

As a solution to the above, a proposal was nn*. by a 
group of 24 that. IMF issues S39 billion worth of its 
own currency. Special Drawing Rights (SDR), which 
should be allocated to the poor countries that need it 
most instead of disuiubulug it under the present rules 
(meaning that more than S7 billion would go to the 
United States and about S2 billion to Japan and smaller 
sums to other countries down the Hue). 

The rising interest rates in the industrialised coun- 
tries would raise the cost to the debtors by S 16 bilfion in 

1990 alone. Sometimes tins rise of inflation rate is 
encouraged by industrialised countries' central 
to hold teck the domestic inflation. This is not all — the 


of industrial items manufactured in North, year by 
year, keep on increasing, whereas, the commodities’ 
prices keep going down. Year by year, we have to sefl 
more bales of cotton per tractor, more kilos of tea for 
one irrigation pump." 

In presence of these ineqnaliries. the SouthCommis- 
sion. is helping the developing nations through a prac- 
tical approach. Nyerere is fighting for the cause of the 
poor of the world. He, in his own words, says, “We 
don’t need charity, what we need is a fair ch a nc e." 

He asks the industrialised world that the door of 
prosperity must not remain closed to the poor of the 
world as the key is not in their hands. 

His Highness the Amir of Kuwait, Nyerere, and 
President Fr an co i s Mitterrand are the three world 
leaders who are keeping the hopes of the bflHous of 
poor alive by advocating the cause of debt relief 
through the fomm of OIC, United Nations and other 
international bodies. 

I believe that these leaders recognise that 70 per oent 
of die world population faces grim economic challen- 
ges in the oommg decades, and in an effort to avert 
disasters, the developing nations most get together and 
make profound cultural, political and social fHnng** 
Tor which the industrial world should extend their co- 
operation. 

Last but not the least, the role of Kuwait Fund for 
Arab Economic Development and ex-finance minister, 
Abdul L&tifAl Hamad, in conducting the South Com- 
mission meeting here needs appreciation of the Hi ghest 
order. 

Iqbal Latif, 
Kuwait. 


TV programmes 

SI R: I am a regular viewer of KTV 2 programmes and 
enjoy almost all the pr o g r a mme 


I saw recently the following family stories shown and 
enjoyed t hem and I would like to see more family 
stories like the following; 

1) May Be Baby 

2) Alice Doesn't Live Here Anymore (One Club) 

3) Miss Annie Rooney 

4) The Shirak (Best Seller) 

The Roving Report is always shown before 7.00 pm 

and I feel that most of the viewers would net be at home 

before 7.30 pea. So I will be happy if “Roving Report” 
is shoroafter English news and I don’t know why they 
have shifted this programme ahead of the news. 

Have also observed that English news is shown for 

only as new is vital pan of the TV program- 

mes. I will be happy if the authorities allot more rim* 
for news. 


. Jfef 00 “M* Programme on TV. Some years 
ago KTV was showing pop music on Thursday nights 
tor an hour. I request the KTV authorities to imSde 


billion annually for the Southern countries. According 
to Nyerere. The Economist’ of London called this a 
gift from the poor to the rich. 

The South Commission, under the chairmanship of 
Nyerere. urges the developing nations to accept the 
main responsibility of securing growth of Southern 
countries, not by slashing the prices of the commodities 
the poor nations export. 

Markats 

According to Nyerere, "The trouble is that markets 
seem to work in different ways for developing and 
industrial countries, for what the South sells and for 
what it buys. For what we sell — coffee, bauxite or fibre 
— we have to take the price that market sets. But for 
what we buy — tractors for (arms, machinery for 
industries, medicines for hospitals — we have to accept 
the price set in the industrialised countries. The prices 


some English music programmes also, 
i pro8nu ™ es 
_ Peaceful land of Kuwait is cefebrating National Day 
1 lakc the opportunity of conveying my 
congratulations to our leaden and I wish that future 

toKuwaft 011 * m ° re P”**** 1 * Peace and happiness 
Long Live Kuwait and its people. 

aS.Rao, 

Kuwait. 

ALL Letters to me Editor most contain the 

^ ddres& - Publication is at 
Or Editor are 

^ pro “ 5s for sps,ct 


. With Ireland nowEEG ip^sidf 
administration pushing for closci 
. 12-nationblbc.Hatigli^yteafi^s £ 
Washington talks upth President 
' He argues that IrelaadvahiJes^i 


as a honest broker between the 
and the community, “i have got moreftetions I 
in the United States than Pcmideat thun has," 
he equipped. r J ^ ** 

Any US anxiety about a protectionist “For- 
tress Europe" being constructed in the post- 
1992 angle markethas vanished, he said: ' 
Improvoment 

“The present US administration wants to 
bring abouta major improvement. Tbeirpolicy 
is to deepen the relationship with the commun- 
ity, ’’he added. 

Haughey feels strongly that Bush is a man he 
can do business with. The same applies equatty 


2 fdrcefuliy to $»9S* 1&<^Mikha^8fl$e8& 

whom he met for talksfast year in ■ire!antf. :fi!a 

^T; think hd te^KdPWmo&rf WRtsSfte 
people ! would ever hope to mee'to?MttftKQ8t 
meaning any disrespect whatsoever, I would 
regard him as a very tough and experienced 
streetfighter and I mean that in the very best 
sense. 

InagarrulousVand where iheartof conversa- 
tion is almost a national treasure, the Sphinx- 
like Haughey, with his hooded eyes ana quiz- 
zical smile, is a rarity. 

An essentially private man, the self-made 
millionaire with hu own private island off Wes- 
tern Ireland does not cultivate press contacts. 
Britain's Finandal Times newspaper remarked 
that he gaveaboutas many interviews as North 
Korean leadetKim II Sung.' 

The Irish either love or hate the man known 
as the GreatSurvivor because he has shaken off 
. scandals and leadership challenges that wouH 
have felled most other politicians. ’• : 

Opponents say he is aruthless autocrat withk 
hist for power. 

Supporters . 

■ Supporters applaud him as a populist with 
the roguish image of a streetwise man of the 
people. Party faithful sing “rise up and fbUbw- 
Charlie" at annual Fianna Fall (Soldiers of 
Destiny) party conferences. 

After a decade as party boss and four sti nt£a!s 
Prime Minister, Haughey, has won praise for 
steering Ireland's economy batik on target after 
manyyears sliding into debt and ’stagnation. .^ 

But any talk of political epitaphs and the 
shutters come quickly down. Concluding a 45- 
minute interview in his office, Haughey 
laughed and said: “If you are going to ask mb 
now if I am going to write my memoirs, I will 
cheerfully strike you." 

Haughey concluded: “ History is being made. 
My anxiety would be that we would all have' the 
maturity to respond in the right way to there 
massive developments whether they are in 
SofUth Africa, Eastern Europe or anywhere! 

“It seems to me that we have been presented 
with a unique opportunity, a totally undreamt 
of opportunity to move the world mto a neW, 
safer, more prosperous period and I justhopfc 
we will have the capacity to -rise to tfct 


Quote me -,.4 

• . T.-.r 

“This is, I am firmly convinced; a.ftfr 
toricaDy irreversible process, and as' ar^ult. 
Europe will begin again to reek its •P*n> 
identity without being compelled to « 8 
divided armoury any longer. ' 

"Perhaps this will create the hope that sooner or ta^ 
your boys will no longer have to stand on guareffar 
freedom m Europe, or come tnnnrrfttriw> ivraw Bufopc 
will at last be able to stand guard over itself." — Vadfl* 

Havel, Czech president on Western aid to the Eastbbc- 

* ' 

“P 1 P«mit our society to be tafcen/ove£ by 
unbridled forces, who, while prodaimmg perestrbika 
slogans, attack t^ very esseitce of perestroika, fblkiwtiie^ 
own interests and personal ambitions and push the 
towards i avfl confrontation, acting on the principle of the 
worse the better. — Tass statement from theCfflual 

Committee on workers’ demonstration, 


“As the nuns moved into what 

eadaiiArrmiuha*. - . . 


was then makeshift 
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BUSINESS SURVEY OF KUWAIT 


Bank merger move vital: Sheikh Salem 
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Kuwait sets new goals 
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Sheikh Salem Abdul Aziz Al Sabah 

i The Council of Ministers formed a commit- 
r tee headed by the governor of Kuwait Cen- 
: tral Bank Sheikh Salem Abdul Aziz Al 
Sabah to co-ordinate with the various con- 
v cerned bodies for the activation of the coun- 
try’s economy. The committee expressed 
hope on The; amalgamation of efforts to 
v :- cif stallise constructive co-operation among 
p c? ! 3ffl0Sfl®es to achieye the goals in activating 
^T^^omic cy cle aiid bbosfiog national econ- 


M.C. Bose, fte Business Editor of the 
- Arab Times interviewed the Central Bank 
Govenior last week. Here is the full text of 
( .the wide-ranging interview. 

dtme ? t l- of which to achieve better growth rates. 

exoMd this amount, represent a Q: There was a report that some of 

CL£7~!£r “J£ package of measures which will the local banks rad financial ins- 

™^?T Ct0r be ased along with other recom- titutioos are planning to merge or 

Vfftjici rafiftd^ions to activate the ecen- - - integrate in order In strengthen 
^^J^^wlachtWa- prows te: iimy'indudmg^Tfi^vafiOiS^^' their overafi growth rate 3 cost 
y T b''-ov , mevs»ock market? Morodvter,^ cutting drive? 

B iSi2 0U ^ t «£ be other measures for A: Perhaps you mean the report 

*!-f.Pf^°5. orthe P rivatt °f^J°ptEconoimc Commit- 



Minister hints at 
new industry law 


Safat Square: a new spirit lives on 
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j four economy is based on solid 
] ( and sound foundations. Recen- 
tly the government has taken 
j .measures for the enhancement of 
: -the economic situation. Concer- 
■ ““g the banking sector and the 
fina n c i al markets, confidence in 
'them was reinforced asa result of 
.various , . resolutions . and 
.measures taken to protect the 
tsystexn, especially the Difficult 
■Credits Settlement Programme. 
This confidence has steadily 
! , increased due to the govern- 
I iment’s serious intention to 
j -activate the economic situation 
| and tackle the banks' positions in 
j >a comprehensive way, as was 
explained dearly in the recom- 
mendations included in the Joint 
.Economic Committee Report 
-Although I am satisfied with the 
! .performance levels of the bank- 
{ ]jng system, I am still looking for- 
> ward to achieve better levels. . 
j .Q: Kuwait has announced tfart it 
,wffl write off at least SlOOmiffiott 
< -.owed by investors to help commer- 

! dal banks grapple with more than 

J ^WHonik bad debts. Could you 
I .explain this move? 

! V A: I think you mean settlement of 
{ -debtors up to KD250,000. The 
] 'Joint Economic Committee 
•■}A Report included various recom- 
• meudations in .this regard, 

. ; including the settlement of ' 
i .clients credit up to KD250,000 
,through posseting their mort- 
gaged assets and writing offthese 
; debts. According to the Central 
i .Bank data, the number of these 
! clients counts about 2.5 per cent 
j lofthe programme's total clients, 
.whereas their debts amount to 
I TCD55 million, of which KD1S 
^million are against collateral. 
This m e a ns the debts which’ will 
be cancelled after the bank's posh 
session of collateral will amount 
to KLD40 million. 

-£»rQ: Do you also think this will Gft a 
. if j ■■burden from about 50 per cent of 
individuals in the difficult credit 
“ facilities settlement programme 
and allow than to focus more 
^fdearfy on current business oppor- 
jq,.tumties? 

vrj A: Yes. I believe both the banks 
v and the debtors will have a bur- 
den lifted from them. They will 
yi have the time and stability 
fcj,. needed to focus on their business 
liapjopportunities. 

51'7'Q: The move is part of a blueprint 
for overhauling the comity's 
‘“’economy and ioctodes activation 
of the relatively dormant stock 
market and eDcouragement of the 
’ f ’ /‘’private sector and its role. What is 
>5/ your reaction to this? 

^A: As 1 mentioned in my answer 
h “to the second question, all 

B regarding improving 
vencss of the Difficult 
Ulement . Programme, 
the recommendations 
g settlement of debts 
.D250.000 and set- 


tor’ s role in the economy. 

Q: There was a report that the 
■umber of debtors mder the dif- 
ficult loans settlement 
programme is about 1350 debtors 

and cstabfisfanente, about 54 J. 
per cent of them owe the banks 
ocly KD55 nflSos. Do you agree 
with this? 

A: I mentioned in my answer to 
the second question that the total 
of the clients' debts which do not 
exceed KD250.000 amount' to 
KD55 million, and that the num- 
ber of these clients is about 54 per 
cent of the total clients in this 
programme. These data were 
included in the Joint Economic 
Committee Report. 

Q: Yodr ExceOeacy, doyou thlukit 
is necessary to carry out strict 
investigations in tire financial 
positions of big debtors before 
appjring any settlement to them? 
A: The recommendations men- 
tioned in the Joint Economic 
Committee Report pertaining to 
the improvement of the 
programme’s effectiveness are 
based on the same rules and 
grounds of the Difficult Debts 
Settlement Programme. 
Therefore, settlement of clients 
debts, whether to the extent of 
KD250,000 or more, will be done 
according to reliable and well- 
investigated financial positions 
of the clients. This is a major 
condition for performing these 
settlements and one of tire main 
pillars of the settlement 
programme. 

Q: Kuwait exudes a new-found 
confidence and the overall growth 
prospects of its economy is rather 
good. Could you please comment? 
A: As I mentioned before, con- 


to achieve better growth rates. tions to our foreign investments, 

Q; There was a report that some of without linking this develop 

ttelocal banks sad fin a nc ia l ins- . ment to bank mergers. However, 
tito(io«sare pUr#g to merge or if mergers lead to stronger, more 

mt^atem order to strengthen,.. . competitive banks perhaps more 
thebrmrwaH growth rate ailff cost-- public and’ private business wD 
anting dme? ■ . - begone through them. 

Kuna adds: Sheikh Salem gave 


about KD844 million to KD1.6 
billion. 

The rise reflected the central 
-bank's growing role in the econ- 
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oraic activities in light of its 
expanded dealings with the 
government and local and 
foreign banks. 


KUWAIT'S Commerce and 
Industry Minister Faisal Abdel 
Razak Al Khaled has said certain 

paeasures will soon be introduced 
in Kuwait to reinvigorate the 
country's stagnant economy 
during the 1980s. 

In an interview with the Lon- 
don-based Al Shark Al Awsat 
newspaper, Al Khaled said 
short-term and long-term 
measures to reactivate economy 
were derived from recommenda- 
tions hammered out by a joint 
economic committee, compris- 
ing representatives from both the 
public and private sectors. 

Al Khaled said his ministry 
was currently reviewing industry 
regulations in the country, 
indicating that a new industry 
law will be issued soon to cope 
with the objectives of the upcom- 
ing stage. 

The minister said the boom of 
the Kuwaiti economy in early 
1980s had revived dealing in the 
official stock exchange coupled 
with dealing in an unofficial 
stock exchange or the then 
known as Souk Al Manakh 
which attracted businessmen 
from among citizens of the Gulf 
Co-operation Council. 

He added irresponsible 
behaviour of some dealers at that 
time had led to the 1982 crash in 
the stock exchange. 

Al Khaled said his minis try 
was considering some amend- 
ments on the commercial law 
with a view to encourage estab- 
lishment of share-holding com- 
panies in a bid to gather national 
savings for usage in financing 
investment activities in various 
sectors. 

The Kuwaiti minister said the 
stock exchange committee was 
exerting efforts to diversify 
investment tools through 
encouraging trading in bonds 
■ 'and introduction of the mvest- 



Al Khalid 


mem funds system for trading by 
both the Kuwaitis and non- 
Kuwaitis. 

He said the committee was 
planning to broaden the lease of 
participation at the stock 
exchange by allowing financial 
institutions to take pan besides 
the individuals in the next 
decade. 

Speaking about the impact of 
the merger of some companies 
and the clearance of their bud- 
gets from bad debts on the future 
or dealing during the 1990s, Al 
Khaled said such a move would 
create a new well-equipped econ- 
omic unit capable of accomplish- 
ing the objectives of its very 
establishment. . 

Al Khaled outlined that regis- 
tration of Kuwaiti, Arab or 
foreign companies in Kuwait 
bourse was subject to certain 
measures stipulated in the 
decision by the committee on the 
issue, saying other companies 
which did not meet the condi- 
tions for registration in the 
official market could register in 
theparalld market until their fin- 
ancial situations were improved. 


of the Joint Economic Commit- 
tee which I referred to before. 
Among^-its recommendations, 
the report referred to the impor- 
lance of evaluating the perfor- 
mance-of many enterprises in 
order to decide on whether to 
merge them or enhance their 
capital base, or even liquidating 
the weakest companies. These 
recommendations apply to all 
companies, including banks and 
other financial institutions. The 
reco mme n d ations pertaining to 
improving the effectiveness of 
the Difficult Debt Settlement 
Programme pointed out the 
importance of bank mergers for 
cost savings or for establishing 
strong institutions capable of 
competing in the changing inter- 
national environment 
Q: Do yon think the merger more 
is vital to improve the perfor- 
mance of these banks? This move 
will also make some of the 
employees rednodaM? 

A: Certainly, if the mergers are 
completed in an appropriate way 
and conform to certain stan- 
dards, this will lead to positive 
results for the merged compan- 
ies. It js not necessary that 
integration will lead to a redun- 
dancy in. the a umber of 
employees. I think there could be 
more optimal employment for 
the present expertise and skills, 
and the integration will lead to a 
better redistribution of the man- 
power. On the other hand, it 
should be clear that the Kuwaiti 
working force in the banking sys- 
tem is of great importance to me, 
and it should not be negatively 
affected through the merger 
process. I have to emphasise here 
that it is a target for us to increase 


rts i menuonea oerore, con- uswiuuk ise 

fidence in the Kuwait economy is the percentage of Kuwaiti manp- 

strong, and it is increasing as a owerin the banking system . 


result of the Joint Economic 
Report recommendations, 
which emphasised the govern- 
ment's intention to activate the 
economic situation. In addition, 
the Kuwaiti economy has, in the 
last three years, achieved good 
growth rates in the some sectors, 
while other sectors have 
improved. Despite this, we aspire 


ower in the banking system. 

Q: If the integration process is 
proved to be real, the government 
shonld intensify Us foreign opera- 
tions through these banks on com- 
mercial basis. Could you please 
comment? 

A^_ Mergers have no direct link to 
this. The Joint Economic Report 
included recommendation unk- 
ing domestic financial institu- 


Kuwait commercial banks 
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reassurances about the health of 
the Kuwaiti economy and said 
the central bank was spearhead- 
ing efforts to energize the bank- 
ing sector. 

Addressing a ceremony mark- 
’ mg the inauguration of (he ren- 
ovated bank building. Sheikh 
Salem said the Central Bank is 
determined to do its store in the 
“quantum leap" that HH the 
Amir has called for in all aspects 
of life during the current decade. 

He said the bank has a “dear 
vision” ofwhatshould bedone to 
upgrade the banking sector but 
he added that meeting this objec- 
tive necessitates that Kuwait 
banks be run on sound rules and 
by effident management. 

Sheikh Salem noted that the 
banking sector could have been 
in a better position now had it not 

been for the difficult credit 
facilities that were the product of 
the 1982 crash of the unoffidal 
stock market. 

But he underlined the success 
of the bank's difficult credit 
facilities settlement programme 
the overwhelming part of the 
problem had been solved. 

Further steps will be taken m 
the near future. Sheikh Salem 
said and expressed hope they 
would yield Fruitful results that 
would be felt by banks, clients 
and the economy in general. 

Stressing that the banking sec- 
tor was registering steady 
growth, the governor noted that 
the aggregate budget of Kuwaiti 
commercial banks rose from 43 
billion Kuwaiti dinars to in 1979 
to KD10.9 by the end of 1989, at 
a growth rate of 1 50 per cent. 

Private sector deposits, a fun- 
damental economic barometer, 
rose over the same period from 
about KD2 billion to the neigh- 
bourhood of KD5 billion, he 
said. 

Sheikh Salem said the surge is 

“the best testimony to the contin- 
ued confidence in our hanking 
apparatus and in the security and 
fir mn es s of the national econ- 
omy." 

In the 12 years ending 1 989 the 
Central Bank budget rose from 
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Dennis A Stickley 


DENNIS A STICKLEY, the 
managing director and chief 
Executive of Mohamed Naser A1 
Sayer and Sons Est has said con- 
tinued comments are made with 
regard to the business environ- 
ment of Kuwait both internally 
and externally and these are 
usually on the down side and not 
particularly optimistic. 

To a certain degree, the 
majority of problems have been 
self-induced either by bad man- 
agement, lack of enthusiasm and 
a continuous trend of talking the 
business and the economy down. 
Recently one would have seen a 
very* slight revival in the attitude 
and approach of both companies 
and customers to the domestic 
situation and a slight stirring and 
improvement in the environ- 
ment. 

Stickley said the business 
potential of Kuwait is possibly 
far greater than its neighbours 
particularly the most talked 
about being the United Arab 
Emirates. Because of an 
unwillingness to invest in domes- 
tic retailing businesses and small 
localised manufacturing units, 
due partially to the differences 
between Kuwait's two large 
neighbours has helped standards 
deteriorate below its neighbours 
who have continued to forge 


ahead. 

This is particularly obvious in 
the motor and related businesses 
where the methods of retailing, 
servicing and supply of spare 
parts have remained com- 
paratively stagnant over the last 
six to seven years. 

The tremendous potential of a 
retailer or manufacturer within 
the motor and ancillary busines- 
ses within Kuwait are far greater 
than the majority of Gulf and 
near Middle Eastern countries 
with the exception of Saudi 
Arabia. 

Stickley said with regard to 
Mohamed Naser A1 Sayer & 
Sons Est the company has recen- 
tly embarked on a very ambitious 
plan to bring its servicing and 
parts way ahead of its competi- 
tion, both domestically and in 
neighbouring countries firstly by 
the introduction of sophisticated 
operating systems mainly based 
on online real-time computerisa- 
tion and very heavy schedules of 
inhouse training utilising both 
internal and ex tonal expertise. 

The total management struc- 
ture of the company has changed 
within the last six months so as to 
bring it into the 20th century and 
again make it more efficient. The 
advantages to the customer will 
eventually be that the servicing of 
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Toyota showroom, Ai Rai, Kuwait — a trend-setting facility. 


a motor vehicle or the supply of 
spare parts will be less expensive 
than they are today and many 
limes more efficient and reliable. 
Even to the purchasing of a 
motor vehicle this will be made 
easier and more' comfortable to 
the potential customer. 

‘‘We look at the supply of 
tyres, batteries and ancillary 
items, these also will ultimately 
be supplied either directly 
through the company's retail 
outlets of through dealers at very 
competitive rates,” Stickely 


added. 

In the majority of areas cus- 
tomers have become used to a 
very sub-standard level of 
service, whether it be motor 
related or domestic supplies and 
services and it is necessary for 
companies of the size of Al Sayer 
and others to improve and raise 
that standard at least to a level 
which would be acceptable else- 
where in the world. The group of 
companies owned and operated 
under the name of Mohamed 
Naser Al Sayer & Sons Est are 


dedicated to achieving this stan- 
dard over the next three to five 
years and I would envisage that 
other companies will follow as 
the advantages would have seen 
in operating efficient businesses 
and that customers begin to 
demand a higher standard than 
they have been used to over the 
last few years. 

Stickley said: “My assumption 
is that the Kuwait domestic 
market is beginning to turn 
upward and over the next five 
years will see some substantial 


progress as the country becomes 
more commercially orientated. 
The biggest area of concern, is 
, the loss of overseas trade and the 
very much diminished relation- 
ship with its traditional foreign 
traders and this must over the 
next few years be regained, this 
can only be achieved by allowing 
the import and export of goods 
from the country to flow freely 
and with as little bureaucratic 
influence as possible. 

"For instance the establish- 
ment of a free trade zone within 


Kuwait would go a tremendous 
way to easing and in improving 
the flow of trade between the 
state and the neighbouring coun- 
tries. The encouragement of 
visitors to the country must also 
be seen as an ultimate goal for re- 
establishing Kuwait as a centre 
of trade for this area. 

- “The government, I quite 
appreciate had insurmountable 
external and internal economic 
situations to deal with and have 
handled the situation, to my 
view, extremely well over the 


years and now that the situations l 
are beginning to ease will, I ain « 
sure, allow for the exj>ansion of 
business and trade both donus- 
tically and overseas. 

“1 believe Kuwait's future 
business prospects given the 
right direction are- far greater 
than its Gulf neighbours par- 
ticularly one particular country 
which seems, for the moment, to 
have progressed considerably in 1 
its world standing as a centre df 
trade and commerce for the 
area,” Stickely said. 
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Our cargo was priceless pearls 


\X/fe carry good wishes 


MoHgmed Naser Al-Sayer & Sons Est. 


• Al-Sayer Soft Drinks Factory W.L.L, 

• Kuwait Animal Feed Factory W.L.L. 


• Bahrah Trading Company 

• United Marketing Company 
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New-found confidence 


Committed to innovation: NBK s !®i dy sustai ^ ble pace 



Kuwait Summary of Public Finance 1984/85 - 1989/90 
(KD Million) 


Mohammad Abdul Mohstn 
A1 Khorafi 


By M.C. Bom 

Business Editor 

NATIONAL Bank of Kuwait 
(NBK) has had another record year 
in 1989 in terms of profitability and 
in achieving ip' strategic goals. The 
bank has recently announced net 
profits of KD35 million (S120 
million) for 1989 as compared to 
KD30.9 minion (S106 million) in 
1988 and distributed 20 per cent cash 
dividends and 15 per cent bonus 
shares. 

Mohammad Abdul Mohsin A1 
Khorafi, Chairman of the board of 
directors, NBK told the Arab Times 
that the bank’ s consistency in achiev- 
ing an outstanding performance can 
be attributed to tewnl factors. Fir- 
stly, based on hs «w«<«lly prudent 
business philosophy, the bank's 
policy has been to go after selective 
nigh quality assets, with a significant 
portion or its loan portfolio in the 
domestic market confined to the 
most productive sectors of the econ- 
omy such as trade, construction and ' 
services. The bank also has an ovcr80 
per cent market share in financing 
foreign businesses and contractors 
doing business in Kuwait 
Second, NBK has a solid clientele 
base in Kuwait and it controls nearly 
oncthirdofprivatcseciordeposits.lt 
provides a wide array of services 
including trade finance, investment 
mangement, treasury services and 
traditional wholesale and retail ban- 
king. Its large network of 51 bran- 
ches in convenient locations provides 
it with a compe ti t i ve edge over other 
banks. Using its domestic base, the 
bank is also buQdingup relationships 
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with prime clients around the Gulf. 

Third, the bank places strong 
emphasis on providing high quality 
services. Under its “relationship ban- 
king programme," the various 
services are delivered at the discre- 
tion of personal and private banking 
officers. Also, constant efforts are 
being made to innovate new products 
and services in order to meet the 
varied hanking requirements of its 
clients. 

Finally, NBK believes that bank- 
ing is a people industry. Hence its 
approach involves developing a core 
of innovative and efficient bankers 
totally committed to the profession, 
so as to fully serve the interests of its 
customers. As a result, , NBK’s train- 
ing rmnt m Iuk been gaining tn gional 

recognition for its efforts to develop 
the rank's human resources etemenL. 

Khorafi said NBK’s mam con- 
tribution in the last 10 yean has been 
to finance, and act as an intermediary 
in, two major areas, viz, trade and 
investment Hows between the Gulf 
and the rest of the world. 

At present the bank has physical 
presence in London, New York, 
Paris, Singapore, Geneva and 
Bahrain. Ever since the bank started 
its overseas expansion, the strategy 
has been to establish an international 
presence only where it could clearly 
mhanCTi its capability to serve the 
bank's customers in Kuwait and the 
Gulf. The bank's business in these 
centres caters largely to Ac interests 
of customers with whom the bank 
has had a long relationship and 
whose needs and requirements arc 
well understood by the bank. Our 
strategy in international expansion is 
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thus based on the essential feature of 
Kuwait's dependence on foreign 
markets for its trade and investment 
In order to meet this objective, the 
bank has recently introduced the 
Watani Inter national Transfer Sys- 
tem (WITS), winch is a US dollar 
clearing system utilised by local and 
regional institutional clients to dear 
their dollar transactions through 
NBK’s New York branch. 

Replying to a question on the 
overall prospects about Kuwait 
economy, the chairman said the 
overall outlook for the Kuwaiti econ- 
omy in 1990 is encouraging. While 
the post Gulf war peace and the 
relative stability in crude o3 prices 
are seen as positive external factors, 
internally, the government’s 
implementation of the recommenda- 
tions of the Joint Economic Commis- 
sion and the prospects for resolving 
the problem of non-performing 
loons, should provide a^ conducive 
environment for economic revival. 

The measures suggested by the 
Joint Economic Commission are 
aimed at removing the difficulties 
confronting the non -oil sectors 
which contribute to neatly 60 per 
cent oftbe country's Gross Domestic 
Product. Measures such as increas- 
ing private sector participation in the 
implementation of housing projects, 
creating new investment funds, revi- 
ewing retail trade legislation and 
improving the ports* procedures, as 
well as effecting a speedy decision to 
the introduction or five trade zones 
are expected to stimulate the 
activities of trade, finance and real 
estate sectors. 

The recommendation for 


increased protection from foreign 
competition win also provide some 
support to selected companies in the 
manufacturing sector. Further, the 
government's decisions to 
implement major projects such as the 
Sabiya power station, the Iraq water 
pipeline, and several other infras- 
tructure projects and the increased 
emphasis on housing activity should 
help promote the contracting and 
trade sectors. 

Khorafi said file Central Bank's 
Difficult Credit Facilities Settlement 
Programme has done much to res- 
tore confidence in the banking sec- 
tor. Technically the banks have com- 
pleted settlement agreements for 
about 99 per cent of deficit debtors. 
The most important aspect of fins 
measure is that it managed to relieve 
the debtors of the uncertainty that 
had haunted them since the Souk A1 
Manakh crisis. 

The programme also protected the 
banks from the overhang of non-per- 
forming loans through the Central 
Bank's guaranteeing of the bonks* 
shareholders equity and depositors' 
funds. At the same time, Ac 
programme has necessitated that the 
Central Bank prorides support to 
most of the commercial banks, 
except NBK, in meeting any deficit 
caused by the provisions required 
against rescheduled debts. 

It is in this context that the Joint 
Economic Commissi on has recom- 
mended the write-off of non-perfor- 
ming loans owed by small borrowers 
wi A less than KD250,000 loons. This 
measure will involve nearly 542 per 
cent of the total number of debtors 
registered under Ae Settlement 


baruuil 


SeaKLand 


Programme although their debts 
. amount to only 2.5 per cent of the 
total-owed. This measure is expected 
to have some effect in inspiring con- 
fidence within the local business 
community. 

Finally, with the banks freed from 
the administrative burden ofmost of 
the problem loans, one can hope to 
see Aeir managements diverting 
their attention to the economy's 
more productive sectors. 

Speaking about the opportunities 
for the hanks in the Gulf. Khorafi 
said Ae prospects for an 
improvement m the performance of 
Gulf banks in the 1990s look better 


particularly as most of them have 
been able to overcome the problem of 
non-performing loans. As fax as busi- 
ness opportunities are concerned 
high income from the region’s oil 
resources had provided many bank- 
ing opportunities in the past, par- 
ticularly Aose relating to the financ- 
ing of imports, construction, and real 
estate. In the absence of such large 
lending opportunities at present, 
banks may have to strive hard to 
develop their banking business 
within their home market 
It may be noted that retail markets 
in some of these countries axe not 
fully exploited. Commercial banks 
are intensifying Aeir market- 
research in order to better under- 
stand the banking needs of the cus- 
tomers of Ae region, and to develop 
appropriate products and services 
required by various segments of 
clients. Attractive possibilities have 
been identified in various types of 
deposit products, consumer loans 
and investment services. 


SHEIKH Ahmed Abdullah A1 
Ahmed A1 Sabah, the Chairman 
and Managing Director of Bur- 
gan Bank has said we have 
entered the 1990s on a new note 
of optimism. The 1980s might be 
characterised by the Iraq-Iran 
war, regional recession, and fall- 
ing oQ prices. Now, the war is 
over, Ae regional economy is 
recovering, and ofl prices are fir- 
mer. On a global scale, economic 
liberalisation in Eastern Europe, 
Ae prospects of an integrated 
EEC economy after 1992, and 
oAer developments all point to a 
stronger world economy over Ae 
coming years. In addition, the 
recommendations of Ae Joint' 
Committee are positive for . 
Kuwait. Among other things. Ae 
recommedations demonstrate 
Ae strengA of Ae government's ■ 
desire to reactivate the local 
economy. It is not surprising that 
Kuwait is exuding new-found 
confidence. 

In reply to a question whether 
business confidence in Kuwait 
has been reawakened notably in 
Ae banking sector and financial 
markets the chairman said: “I 
agree that business confidence is 
strengAening, particularly in Ae 
banking and financial sector. We 
need to keep this moving at a 
steady sustainable pace. Too 
rapid a change in perceptions 
could lead to speculative gains 
and losses." 

Speaking about Ae difficult 
debt settlement programme 
Sheikh Ahmed said proposals on 
Ae table recommend writing off 
debts for amounts under 
KID 250, 000. This would remove 
a burden from up to 54 percent of 
debtors in Ae difficult credit 
facilities settlement programme 
and allow them to focus more 
clearly on new business oppor- 
tunities. 

When asked to comment on 



Sheikh Ahmed 

government move to overhaul 
country's economy and activa- 
tion of Ae relatively dormant 
stock and market and private 
sector role, Ae chairman said 
government measures to 
encourage Ae private sector are 
to be applauded. Experience in 
other countries suggests that the 
private sector is generally better 
at r unnin g business enterprises 
than Ae public sector, but that 
business can be assisted wi A 
appropriate guidance and infor- 
mation from Ae government 
(Measures to protect local indus- 
try from outside competition 
have a less certain effect They 
could result in Kuwaitis paying 
more than necessary for some 
goods and services — and in cer- 
tain Kuwaiti companies lacking 
Ae expertise to compete inter- 
nationally.] 

Reactivation of Ae stdek 
market would follow naturally 
from a generalised economic 
-recovery. The stock market in 
Kuwait is especially important 
for its position in collecting 
investment funds and channdl- 
ing Aem to industry. 


This will probably — but not 
necessarily — result in scope for a 
reduction in overall staffing 
levels. I expect Aat in large part 
the ba nks will be able to handle 
this through natural wastage. 
There is a natural turnover in 
expatriate staff as contracts are 
concluded and they move on to 
new jobs elsewhere. “1 believe 
that Ae government already puts 4 
a good proportion of its foreign 
operations A rough the local 
banks. If they are efficient and 
competitive, then they will 
automatically win this business,” 
Ae chairman added. 

Talking about growA prosp- 
ects of GCC banks he said many 
of the factors which will help 
Kuwait in Ae 1990s (a more 
- peaceful outlook in the Gulf, a 
recovery in the regional economy 
activity and trade, and firmer oU 
prices) will also help GCC banks. 
Thus, their outlook for Ae 1990s 
has improved from that of Ae 
previous year. About Burgan ’ 
Bank's future plans, Ae chair- 
man said Ae main thrust of our 
current strategy is to expand our 
international operations in the 
1990s. We are very aware of the 
changes that will result from 
EEC integration in 1992, from 
economic and social liberalisa- 
tion in Eastern Europe, and from 
- Ae startling economic growth of 
Ae newly industrialised coun- 
tries on Ae Pacific rim.. We 
intend to achieve direct inter- 
national representative offices, 

. branches or ?ubsidian^g£ as 
appropriate. . • T) -w 

We are also well aware of 
demographic .and other-changes 
■ taking plade in Ae Kuwaiti <£pnr 
^omyyand we yeactiydytnmng 


ing Aem to industry. - national manpower 1 to-irieet the 

Turning to merger move, challenges of Ae 1990s. We hope , 

Sheikh Ahmed said merging that some of Ae changes mooted 
banks in Kuwait would. reduce far Kuwaiti legislation jWU ena- 
duplication of effort * and ble us to introduce new products 

introduce economies of scale, “jifor OUrXflibhts in Kiitf&iL’ .. . 


Mild boost for Gulf economy 


GULF economies are reaping 
some fruits of peace one year 
after the Iran-Iraq ceasefire but 
Ae boom predicted by many 
has failed to materialise, accor- 
ding to Reuter. 

It was widely believed at Ae 
time that the ceasefire last Aug 


20 would unleash a blitz -of 
reconstruction, lifting the Gulf 
out of a five-year recession 
caused by a plunge in oil prices. 

But inertia and lack of 
foreign exchange have slowed 
Ae engines of both Iraq and 
.tr^lea^iug.flwny.Qylf mer- 


chants and bankers high and 
dry. 

"When the ceasefire was 
announced, people overreac- 
ted. They assumed everything 
would happen overnight. 
Warehouses are still over- 
^^(CoatiMe4oaPage]5) 


The Highest Interest and money' accessibility?" 

Here’s the answer 












One of Kuwait's leading Shipping Rgendes 
offering the following : 


ull Shipping Agency sen/ices. %iiner services from €urope, USA, 


Australia and the Far €ast 


reight foruiarding. 


ir Freight, 


l 




Cl/Break bulk cargo shipments, ^fcxport shipments. I ersonal 




effects shipments. 


ssociate offices ujorldu/ide. 


Please Call. alghanim bar wit s® Q wM. 

fejssasS — — 

P.O.Box: 21708 Safot. 13078 Safat Kuwait. Phone: 4842988 Telex: 22084 BflflUJIl 



/ It gives you more, \ 
the more you save \ 


With three-tiers of daily interest, yielding higher 
interest, the higher your savings. 

Many monthly withdrawals 


Giving you access to your money, with interest 
comparable to that of Fixed Deposit Accounts. 


A choice of 6 currencies 


Kuwaiti Dinars, US Dollars, Sterling Pounds* 
k. Swiss Francs, German Marks, Japanese Yen. 



The Super 


Advantageous Account 
Now upto 7 7 . on the KD 



M€M8€R Of BAfUUli. RG€NC1€S, ft/S. - R UJOflU>UJlD€ CHAIN Of SHIPPING AG€NC!€S. 



National Bank of Kuwait sak 

A Bank votr Know and T rust 






15 


BUSINESS SURVEY OF KUWAIT: 
AN ARAB TIMES SUPPLEMENT 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 1990 







Opec moving to comply with pact 


OPEC President and. Algerian. 
Oil Minister Sadelc Boussena 
said the group was progressively 
implementing its latest output 
pact which sets a ceiling of 22 
million barrels daily. 

“Apparently countries are in 
the prodess of applying the 
■accord progressively, and that 
has had an impact on the 
market,” he told Algerian radio 
in ( an interview . 

“There are countries which 
have not . completely pulled 
back to their quotas, but lot the 
moment all countries are in the 
process of respecting progres- 
sively their quotas.” 

He excluded the United Arab 
. .Emirates, which declined to sign 
the pact becaisueit did not accept 
. its output quota. ' 

The accord, reached last 
November in Vienna, went into 
effecton January 1 and sought to 
strengthen world prices by cut- 
- ting production by some, two 


ar ***'£ 


milli on barrels daily. 

Algeria is a member of the 
. eight-country Opec monitoring 
committee' which is to meet in 
Vienna next month to' assess 
implementation of the pacL 
Boussena said world oil prioes 
had risen above the group’s SI 8 a 
barrel benchmark because of ris- 
ing world demand. 

'.■?There is a shght improvement 
•'in prices/.- and’ the conditions of 


today are such that all things 
being equal we are not likely to 
see the difficulties of 1986-88“ 
he said, referring to weak world 
oil prices during much of that 
period. 

. “There is now a certain pick- 
up, and a growing share for Opec 
oil," he said. 

Boussena automatically 
became Opec president when 
former president Rilwanu Luk- 
man left his post as Nigerian Oil 
Minister late last year. 

Kuwait’s Oil Minister Sheikh 
Ali Khalifa has said that Opec's 
oil output quota system should 
be abolished as soon as possible, 
because the system was no longer 
adequate. 

Sheikh Ah's call to abolish the 
quota system was the first- by a 
minister from the Organization 

of Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries since the 13-nation organ- 
isation adopted thequota system 
in the early 1980s, as a way to 
boost prices on world markets. 
At the time, worid ofl markets 
were suffering from overproduc- 
tion which led to a sharp drop in 
prices. 

“From the practical stand- 
point, they are already 
irrelevant, so afl that is needed is 
a recognition of that fact,” 
Sheikh Ali told the Nicosia, 
Cyprus-based Middle East 
- Economic Survey (MEES) in an 



Sheikh Ali 

interview. 

The ofl ministers of Opec, at 
their last meeting held last 
November, set an output ceiling 
of 22.1 million barrels per day. 
But oil industry sources reported 
January’s Opec output exceeded 
the ceiling by at least one million 
barrels per day. 

Sheikh Ali told M EES that his 
country was producing above its 
pie-decreed quota of 1 .5 million 


barrels per day. but declined to 
give any figures. 

“1 think that our obligation to 
stay within the quota applies . 
when the price of the Opec basket 
is below SI 8 per bairel," MEES 
quoted Sheikh Ali as saying. 

“If the price is above $18 a 
barrel. 1 think everyone should 
be, and even encouraged to be. 
producing above quota,'* Sheikh 
Ali 

The Kuwaiti oil minister said 
demand for Opec erode bad been 
very strong, and predicted that ' 
demand was likely to keep grow- 
ing faster than predicted, “to the 
extent that only a few countries 
will have excess production 
capacity still to be utilised.” 

Sheikh Ali pledged that his 
country would never do anything 
to destabilize the oil market. “We 
do not want prices too low, 
because even if we can survive 
with them, other Opec countries 
and oil-producing developing 
countries may be hurt too 
much." 

Sheikh Ali also said Kuwait 
was opposing too high prices, 
because that would make its oil 
harder to sell. Kuwait is produc- 
ing heavy erode oil containing a 
high percentage of sulphur. 

“So we have not hesitated to 
increase and reduce our produc- 
tion above or below quota, when 
the need arises," Sheikh Ali said. 
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Despite the slow start, bank- ? 
- ers and shipping operators say 
’the regions economics are fin- 
ally getting a mild boost. 

Bankers said renewed con- 
fidence had sparked a small 
inflow of new investment and a 
return of capital. There are also 
signs that reconstruction 
'material is now beginning to 
passthrough local ports. 

-the— greet, .thought 

_ , h ref -phi rf -ri tn falfg arh/ anfagf; 


: crrrnpar ed with that of Other 
countries in- the region, it is 
.i:/ observed; . . 

-The actual- destruction and 

-production losses due to the 
war are estimated at about S37 
billion. However, the cost of 
immediate reconstruction of 
the south and Basra regions, as 
' well as industries around Bagh- 
dad, is some $7 billion. On the 
other hand, lost oil revenues 
and additional military expen- 
ditures are reported in the 
range of $99 billion. 

' Much.of tbciwar damage to 
. - economic installations in Iraq 


bound bulk cargo beginning in 
April, shipping operators said. 

The recent cargo has mainly 
been wheat pins pipes for the 
Basra oil refinery. But the drip- 
ping sources predict a steady 
increase in cement, pipes, steel, 
and grain followed by con- . 
sinner goods. ' 

“The Iraqis have a huge 
pent-up demand for consumer . 
goods after eight years of war- 
time economy," one shipper 
said. • 

The result will be a mini- 
boom in transhipment until • ■ 
Iraq can get its own ports up ’ 
and running, the shipping 
operators said. 

Although Iraq mainly uses 
Aqaba in Jordan and Mersin m 
Turkey for imports, it has 
depended on Kuwait for sup- 
plies for major construction 
sites at Basra and Faw in the 
south and for imports from the 
Far East 

Bankers say the volume of re- 
exports from Kuwait will 
depend on Baghdad’s ability to 
sell oil to . raise foreign 
exchange. In viewoflraq’s war- 
time debt of around $80 to $90 
million, few banks are wiSing to 
extend new credit. 

Because of Iraqi delays in 
repaying its debts, banks have 
been charging an extraordinary 
20 per cent to confirm a letter 
credit for imports. 

! Bankers say Iraqi officials 
have been promising to have 
their commercial bank debt — 
far less than half the total — 
paid offby 1993, with only let- 
ters of credit and government 
loans left- 

Dubai.' , the port thought 
most suited to take advantage 
of Iranian reconstruction, has. 
been less fbrtunate than 
Kuwait, with a sharp decline m 
trading during the last year of 
the war. 

Meanwhile, the > Geneva- 
based Arab-Swiss Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry said, 
as latest reforms take effect, the 
prospects for the revival of the 
post-war Iraqi economy look 
good, with most of the coun- ■ 
try’s difficulties expected to be 
non-structural and short-term. 

In its latest publication, the 
chamber notes that in the long 
run, Iraq is expected to have no 
difficulty financing develop- 
ment, given its agricultural and 
industrial resource base, and its 
100,000 million barrels of 
proven oil reserves, as well as 
other mineral resources. 

This is further supported by 
its vast human resources. The 
percentage of qualified admin- 
istrators, scientists and tech- 
nocrats in its 17 million-strong 
population is relatively high 


sonth_Howevci,the cham- 
ber points out that many 
experts agree that key oil ins- 
tallations in the south will need 
to be rebuilt. 

Financing economic revival, 
however, wfll mean more exter- 
nal borrowing. Debt now is 
estimated at $20 billion, mainly 
in commercial loans. Debt in- 
land to Arab countries, winch 
needs to be treated seperately, 
is put at $50 trillion. 

Iraq’s capacity .to service its 
debts is beyond question, the 
chamber points out. The ratio 
of debt service to gross domes- 
■ tic product (gdp) was 7.6 per 
cent in 1986, whim oil revenues 
declined sharply, while the 
ratio of total outstanding 
known commercial and 
development debt was 28.8 per 
cent 

Meeting debt obligations, 
identified as a priority, is 
estimated to entail annual dues 
of around $4 to 5 billion bet- 
ween 1988-92, following 
bilateral deferment agreements 
originally reached in 1983-86 
■ and subsequently rescheduled. 
Further rescheduling is expec- 
ted to stretch these repayments 
into the slack years after 1992. 

The government has 
indicated, however, that it 
intends to repay all commercial 
debt betweeen 1990-95, at the 
. rate of $5 billion over the five 
years, the chamber points out. 

In the economic restructur- | 
ing that is continuing, the 
private sector will become 
increasingly involved in indus- 
try, agriculture and tourism as 
the government looks to 
private business to help achieve 
returns on the heavy stale 
- investment of the past 2 5 years, 
and share the burden of further 
investment. 

- To bolster the private sector 
and encourage further injec- 
tions of capital into industry, 
the government initially turned 
to Arab investors. More recen- 
tly, it announced to non-Arab 
foreign companies that it is 
studying a plan to set up an 
industrial free zone. 

Following significant legal 
changes, commercial agents 
and intermediaries will be per- 
mitted to conduct business with 
state companies and depart- 
ments. The new law will free 
registered agents to deal in all 
types of goods and com- 
modities. 

The liberalisation policies of 
the financial and banking sec- 
tor, agricultural pricing and 
marketing, and the privatisa- 
tion of several industrial enter- 
prises have created favourable 
conditions for higher economic . 
growth. — expected to be 
annually of the order of 4 to 5 
per cent in the next four years. 
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'Qapec-EEC dialogue realistic' 

Poised for structural shifts 


Meanwhile, Opec Secretary- 
General Subroto sees a new era 
of international co-operation 
between oil producers and con- 
sumers. He said in an interview 
that on a recent tour of the 
European Economic Commun- 
ity, Japan and the United Slates 
he found “complete agreement” 
on various issues between Opec 
and the governments of indus- 
trialised countries. 

The Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
chief, described a meeting with 
20 members of the US congres- 
sional committee on national 
energy security as “a milestone in I 
the history of the ofl industry.’’ 
“For the first time in the his- , 
lory of the oil industry, an Open 
representative met with 
American decision -makers," he 
said. 

He described the meeting as 
the first step toward a dialogue 
between oil exporters and impor- 
ters. 

“I found that they looked 
toward Opec differently now ... 
and they no longer consider it a 
danger against them,” he said. 

“They also welcomed Opec’s 
effort in maintaining the stability 
of the oil market," he said, refer- 
ring to the organisation’s attem- 
pts to restrict output to stabilize 
oil prices around a benchmark of 
S18 a barrel. 


THE EEC-Oapec dialogue has 
been effective because its scope is 
limited to energy and petroleum 
issues, said an editorial in the 
latest issue of Oapec’s monthly 
bulletin. 

Commenting on the recent 
Oapec and European Economic 
Community (EEC) dialogue in 
Brussels, the editorial says it has 
provided an opportunity to 
review the energy-related 
developments ofaderade adding 
that a new set of parameters has 
been introduced reflecting struc- 
tural shifts in economic and 
political spheres. 

The steps it has adopted 
towards co-operation are prac- 
tical and realistic, says (he 
publication, adding that the 
annual meetings of the two 
groups have always provided an 
“insight” into the evolution or 
thought behind events. 

The editorial points out that 
such meetings have always kept 
the reality of co-operation alive, 
exemplified by a -readiness to 
exchange information, provide 
training and conduct joint 
studies, projects and seminars. 

The annual meetings may 
provide a forum for monitoring 
the evolution of awareness about 
the environment, the publication 
says, pinpointing that Kuwait- 
based Oapec is concerned that 
the measures taken to regulate 
and clean up energy-related 
pollution should follow a balan- 
ced approach. 



Hisham Nazer 

The publication says the 
petroleum industry in the 1980s 
was on “a roUer-coasler" ride, 
with fluctuating oil prices exer- 
cising a far-reaching impact on 
Oapec economies. 

Oapec member states have 
absorbed more than their share 
of supply cutback in a “futile 
attempt” to maintain the price 
levels achieved in the early 1970s 
and it is “time for all oil 
producers to share ihe respon- 
sibility for bringing about 
market stability," it says. 

The editorial said investment 
by Oapec members in the 
European refining industry 
“added new dimensions to the 


mutual interest already existing 

between the EEC and Oapec. 

This was a reference to the 

takeover of refining and distrib u- 
tion operations in EEC coun- 
tries. , 

Kuwait purchased and 
operates two refineries, one in 
the Netherlands and one in Den- 
mark with a total capacity ol 
125.000 barrels a day. as well as 
about 3.000 petrol stations. . 

Saudi Arabian Oil Minister 
Hisham Nazer recently disclosed 
that his country, the world's lar- 
gest oil exporter, was seeking 
joint ventures in downstream 
operations in Europe as well as in 
Aria. Saudi Arabia's first such 
venture was in the United States 
in 1988. 

Oapec groups 11 Arab oil 
producers. Seven of them — 
Algeria. Kuwait. Iraq. Libya. 
Qatar, the United Arab Emirates 
and Saudi Arabia — also are 
members of Opec, the Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries. 

The other four are Bahrain. 
Egypt. Syria and Tunisia. 

The Arab world has long 
sought closer co-operation with 
EEC. But some Oapec members 
have been complaining about 
EEC tariffs on their nascent 
petrochemical sales to the com- 
munity. 

They also are concerned about 
the impact of the single 
European market that will 
emerge in 1992. 
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The origins of modern financial system in Kuwait 


By M.C. Boss 


THE origins of the modem fin- 
ancial system in Kuwait can be 
traced back to the first export of 
oil in 1946. This had three impor- 
tant effects: it boosted domestic 
liquidity and increased the need 
for financial intermediation; it 
led to a higher level of savings; 
and it prompted the evolution of 
enterprises with more complex 
financial requirements than in 
the past. 

All three trends were manifes- 
ted in 19S2 when NBK, Kuwait's 
first national bank, was created. 
Not only was this the first major 
Kuwait-owned financial inter- 
mediary, but its capital 
requirements were met by 
Kuwait's first issue of shares, 
which were also the state's first 
tradeable financial assets. 

NBK joined a branch of the 
British Bank of the Middle East 
which had been operating in 
Kuwait since 1942. 

The financial system really 
started to take shape on indepen- 
dence in 1961. In that year, the 
Kuwaiti dinar was put into cir- 
culation and a Currency Board 
and four financial institutions 
were created: Gulf Bank, Com- 
mercial Bank, the Credit Bank 
(reorganised and renamed in 
196S as the Credit and Savings 
Bank) and the Kuwait Invest- 
ment Company. 

The Kuwait Foreign Trading, 
Contracting and Investment 
Company was established in 
1965, while A1 Ahli Bank was 
founded in 1967. 

An important turning-point 
occurred in 1968, when the 
Currency Board was superseded 
by the Central Bank of Kuwait. 
This reflected the increasing pace 
of financial activity, which 
demanded better regulatory con- 
trols over the financial institu- 


rapid and sound growth since 
then. 

By the start of the 1980s, 
today's financial framework was 
in place, with the Central Bank, a 
formal stock exchange, seven 
commercial banks, three special- 
ised banks, one Islamic bank, 18 
investment companies, 5 
national insurance companies 
and a dozen foreign-owned ones, 
and 80 or 90 money changers. 

There have been no major 
changes since then, although five 
new investment companies have 
opened, while a few more have 
closed. Also, the moneychangers 
have been brought under the 
control of Lhe Central Bank, and 
at the end of 1987, there were 39 
registered. 

In 1961 , a Currency Board was 
considered to be adequate to 
control Kuwait's financial sys- 
tem. The accelerating pace of 
activity after independence 
created a need for a body with 
stronger regulatory powers. 

■ Hence, the Central Bank of 
Kuwait opened its doors on 
April 1 , 1969. It has developed a 
set of formal regulations through 
which it influences monetary and 
economic developments and 
guard depositors* interests. 

In addition to this regulatory 
role, the Central Bank also issues 
the Kuwaiti currency and 
ensures that it remains stable and 
convertible, and acts as banker to 
the banks and the government. 


where a KD market could well 
have developed outside of 
Kuwait, and it also denied the 
authorities an important tool for 
monetary control.' 

Thus, in 1976 a law was passed 
allowing the Central Bank to set 
interest rate limits upon 
approval by the Ministry of 
Finance. 

In February 1977, the ceiling 
for loans was raised to 10 per 
cent For advances to be repaid 
within one year, there were limi ts 
of seven per cent for secured 
loans for productive activities 
such as importing or construc- 
tion and 8.5 per cent for 
unsecured loans. 

Interest rates on foreign 
currency transactions were 
unrelated. Also, a new 4.5 per 
cent minim um was introduced 
for the rate of interest paid on 
saving accounts. 

The interest rate structure then 
remained unchanged for 11 
years. 

In March 1987, the maxima 
were reduced in the hope of 
stimulating economic activity. 
But the upward trend in world 
rates forced an increase in 
December 1988, as recently 
reported on these pages. 

One last point on interest is 
that maximum deposit rates are 
set by agreement among the 
banks. 


prices jumped by 40 per cent in 
1962 alone. 

However, share trading was 
hampered in the 1960s by the 
lack of a formal stock exchange 
and fluctuations in government - 
spending. 

But the sharp rise in oil prices 
in the early 1970s provided new 
liquidity. Equity prices were bid 
up by 200 per cent between early 
1971 and late 1973. 

During the boom, another li 
companies were set up. One 
important development was the 
flotation of real estate compan- 
ies, re-opening to small investors 
opportunities for speculation in 
land. 


recession and the Iraq-Iran war, 
some participants found them- 
selves unable to fulfil their con- 
tracts. 

The resulting defaults rippled 
through the market and lea to a 
spectacular collapse in A1 Man- 
akh shares. 


It is only now, some six years 
later, that hill confidence isretur- 


Central Bank controls may be 
divided into two categories. 


There are open market opera- 
tions which influence the finan- 


tions and the money supply. 

Thus, by the end of 1960s, the 
groundwork for the present sys- 
tem was laid. Most of the remain- 


ing major financial institutions 
were created during the 1970s, 
partly in response to a new influx 
of liquidity consequent on higher 
oil prices. Burgan Bank, of 
course, is Kuwait's youngest 
commercial bank. It opened its 
doors in 1977 and has enjoyed 


tions which influence the finan- 
cial system, and there are rules 
and guidelines which are applied 
directly to the financial institu- 
tions. 

Kuwait's 1961 commercial 
(aw provided for a maximum 
contractual rate of interest. Tins 
has given the borrower good 
protection, while providing a 
legal framework for the banks. 
Consequently, Kuwait's finan- 
cial institutions have never run 
into problems over the legality of 
interest which have arisen in 
some other Islamic states. 

From 1961 to 1977, lending 
rates were subject to a legal 
ceiling of seven per cent per 
annum. This created a situation 


In consequence, the rates are 
relatively inflexible. This 
sometimes causes flows out of 
the dinar when competing rates 
are higher overseas. 

In the 1950s, four joint-stock 
(public shareholding) companies 
were established. These were 
NBK, the Kuwait National Cin- 
ema Company, Kuwait National 
Airways (now KAQ, and the 
Kuwait Oil Tanker Company. 
Their shares were issued in 
Indian rupees, then the only 
currency in Kuwait. 

The market took off after 
independence in 1961 when the 
government collaborated with 
private enterprise to create the 
joint sector of the economy. 
Thirteen companies were floated 
between 1960 and 1962, while by 
1970 there were 25 in existence. 


'S tagging’ produced good profits 
for some speculators, and share 


The imposition of official 
regulations over share transac- 
tions, and high interest rates 
overseas, prompted a retreat in 
share prices in 1974. But a con- 
struction-based boom in 1975-76 
pushed up share prices, first of 
real estate companies, and then 
the whole market. 

Post-dated cheques, pro- 
hibited in 1974, reappeared. 
Fresh government regulations 
and the maturity of forward 
deals led to another share price 
retreat in 1977. 

With a ban on new issues in 
Kuwait, over 40 ‘Gulf companies 
were established over the next 
few years. Since these shares 
could not be traded on the new 
official exchange, an un- 
regulated parallel market 
developed. 

Trading Look place in a com- 
mercial building called the Souk 
A1 Manakh. A1 way from the 
watchful eye of the authorities, 
speculation based on forward 
rivals re-emerged — boosted by 
the repatriation of funds from 
abroad where interest rates were 
falling. 

Moreover, the practice of 
floating companies purely for 
speculation in their shares also 
resurfaced. 

In 1981 and 1982, nearly 100 
closed companies appeared, 
compared with 200 in the 1.7 
years between 1963 and 1980. 

It was reported that some 
premiums reached 400 per cent in 
1982. However ..when prices 
• eased towards the end of that 
summer, under the impact of 


ning to the market. A whole 
series of new government regula- 
tions have ensured that today's 
share trading is much more soun- 
dly based. 

The Kuwaiti bond market is 
highly attractive to international 
borrowers. It can boast surplus 
capital, low interest rates and a 
stable exchange rate relationship 
with the US dollar. 

It is to be hoped that the 
authorities will soon formulate a 
coherent strategy to enable the 
country to benefit from the 
potential 

The KD bond market might be 
- dated from 1968, when KIC 
arranged KD140 million of 
private placements for the World 
Bank. But the true beginning was 
in 1974, when the jump in 
Kuwait's capital surplus made it 
potent source of funds for inter- 
■ national borrowers. 
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issue took place in 1974. This was 
a KD5 million loan for the 
Republic of the Philippines, with 
a five year maturity and an eight 
per cent coupon. 

The first domestic issue was in 
1 975. There was a sharp increase 
in issuing activity over the next 
few years, with some major inter- 
national names tapping the 
Kuwaiti market. 

In a notable development, the 
Central Bank of Kuwait issued 
Kuwait's first Treasury bills in 
November 1987, and the Gulfs 
first Treasury bonds in the foll- 
owing month. 

Both bills and bonds allow the 
government to borrow some of 
tiie private sector's surplus inves- 
tment funds to help finance the 
budget deficit. 

The maximum amount of 
Treasury paper which may be 
outstanding at any one time is 
stipulated by the public debt 
limit. This was originally set at 
KD1.4 billion, but in March 



Kuwaiti banks, including Al Ahli, are expanding internationally.- 


1989 it was raised to KD3 billion 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1989. 

Bills held by the commercial 
banks count towards their 
reserve requirements. The 
treasuries provide a tool for 
regulating tne level offiquidity in 


tiie system. By taking more of the 
paper onto its own book the 
Central Bank can increase the 
amount of money in circulation. 
(It buys the paper from the banks 
ami other holders, giving them 
cash in return). By selling some of 
its holdings, the Central Bank 


can reduce tiquidiy . 


The bills and bonds are issued 
regularly by the Central Bank on . 
behalf of the Ministry of. Fin- 
ance.^ The paper is soldinitially to 
those financial institutions under 
the Central Bank control. - 
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His HigfmessThe Amir 

Sheikh JaberAl Ahmed Al Sabah 
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His Highness the Crown Prince and P rime Minister 

Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah Al Sabah 


And 

The government and people of 
■ Kuwait on the occasion of the 

29th National Day 
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Abdulla Sayed Hashlm Al Gharabally Co. 
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By M.C. Boss 

A WELL-KNOWN Kuwaiti 

banker has said that there is a 
general consensus within the 
business community in Kuwait 
that 1990 will be a point ofmflex- 
ion in the growth curve of the 
Kuwaiti economy. There is a 
deep belief that the 1990s are 
pregnant with new potentialities 
For the Kuwaiti economy which 
deserve such an optimistic spirit. 

Saleh M. A] Yousuf chamnan 
and managing director of the 
Industrial Bank of Kuwait said 
three shocks which were respon- 
sible for the recessionary trend 
and sluggish mode that domin- 
ated the Kuwaiti economy m the 
’80s have either disappeared or 
ate fading away. First, the soil 
international ou maim is now 
revereingits trend. Even the most 
conservative scenarios concern- 
ing oil price forecasts for the 
1 990s axe quite high compared to 
( the second half ofthe 1980s. The 
same applies to Opec quota 
estimates. These forecasts imply 
higher oil GDP growth rates, 
higher government revenue and 
expenditure and hence higher 
non-oil GDP growth rates for the 
1990s. Secondly, the Iraqi-Iran 
war is now over and the set- 
tiement of the dispute is expected 
very soon. 

The atmosphere of uncer- 
tainty it created and its negative 
externalities on domestic econ- 
omic life is now fading away. 
Moreover, the reconstruction 
activities in both countries are 
creating new potentialities for 
the business sector in Kuwait 
.Thirdly, the negative effects of 
the stock market (Ail Manakhy. 
crisis on the domestic economy 
in general and the bahlring sector 
in particular are nearly oyer 
: thanlm to the DDSP introduced 
by the Central Bank in 198$. . 

. _A1 Yousuf said thepolicy 
recommendations ofthejoint’ 
' committee reportare taking care 
of the remaining side-effects of 
the problem. “We hope that the 
banking sector will regain its 
vita! role as the source of 
lubricants necessary for the 
domestic economic machine. 
Over and above, all the above 
developments are taking place at 
a time when the long-term 


strategy for Kuwait develop- 
ment has been f ormulated which 
incl u d es the aspirations and the 
economiepath of Kuwait in the 
future. Tne strategy has beat 
translated into a long-term 
development plan for the years 
1990-2015 which has been sub- 
mitted to the Cabinet The work 
is being earned out to finalise the 
1990-1995 five-year develop- 
ment plan as a component ofthe 
long-term plan," he added. 

There are signs that business • 
confidence in Kuwait has been 
reawakened notably in the bank- 
ing sector and financial markets. 
When asked whether the chain 
man is satisfied with the pace at 
which this process is proceeding 
he said “Indeed I am satisfied toa 
great extent I think that this 
reawakened confidence in the 
business sector in general and the 
banking sector in particular has 
its roots in two major develop- 
ments. First, is the new image of 
growth prospects for the Kuwait 
economy in the 1990s. The 
second is the initiative taken by 
HH the Crown Prince at the end 
of last year to activate domestic 
economic activities and the 
invitation extended to all parties 
concemed to provide their policy 
' recommendations to reactivate 
the economy. Then came the for- 
mation of a joint economic com- 
mittee to receive all proposals 
and reformulate them in a com- 
prehensive programme.” 

. The report ofthe committee is 
now out and includes proposals 
forpohey measures to push econ- 
omic activities foiward at the sec- 
. toraUeveh The problems of the 


the difficult', debt settlement 
programme, werejjvca enough 
prominence in thc report. The 
expected removal of tins heavy 
burden, is sufficient cause to 
reawaken the confidence in the 
.bankmgsebtor; " : - 

“I be&fcve that the sohitiicm to 
the problem' is going in The right 
direction and at the right pace. 
First, the difficult debts pronem 
were tackled through the DDSP 
which reorganised the problem 
ie. both its sire and dimensions. 
Now the report of the joint com- 
mittee is trying to provide the 
final blow to the problem and 
dear all its negative influences,” 



Saleh M.A1 Yousuf 
A! Yousuf said. 

There was a report that ■ 
Kuwait has announced that it 
will write off at least 5100 million 
owed by investors to help com- 
mercial banks grapple with more 
titan 54 bflHon m bad debts. The 
chairman said direction of the 
report is quite right on this point. 
There is no doubt that the DDSP 
imposes a heavy administrative 
burden on all levels of man- 
agement In the banking sector 
and hence consumes a large share 
of their time. I mean here both 
the local banks and the Central 
Bank. Those who work in the 
banking sector know this fact 
quite well. If this is the case, and if 
the aim is to release a large share 
of the management time towards 
more strategic thinking, improv- 
ing the quality of assets, looking 
for new products, discovering 
new instruments etc. then the 
bias of the policy direction 
should be towards those debts 
that are iw« cons uming and do 
not impose a real financial bur- 
den on the banks. 


According to the report, S4.2 
per cent of the DDSP clients have 
debts below KD250.000 while 
their debts represents 2.5 per cent 
of all debts m the programme. 
Moreover, their share ofthe ban- 
long assets is infinitesimal. The . 
report proposes the settlement of 
those clients’ debts by using mor- 
tgage and dropping the uncertain 
portion of the debt. The debtor 
would be left the choice to benefit 
from the settlement during the 
period determined by the Central 
Bank so thatno one can benefit if 
the definite period elapses. The 
rules and regulations to govern 
those settlements are in the 
process of formulation and will 


be out soon. As to those i 
programme clients whose debts < 

exceed KD250.000 the report 1 

opens for them the option of ' 
immediate settlement in accor- 
dance with regulations to be set 
by the Central Bank. 

In reply to a question whether 
this will lift a burden from about 
SOpcr cent of individuals in the 
difficult credit facilities set- 
tlement programme and allow 
them to focus more clearly on 
current business opportunities 
the chairman said those 54 per 
cent of the debtors who finalised 
their settlements according to the 
proposals of the commission's 
report will no longer be under the 
umbrella of the programme and 
will be now free to direct all their 
time to develop their current 
business and will be able to apply 
for credit facilities from the 
banks, if their business poten- 
tialities allows them to do so. 

Moreover, the report allows 
debtors who documented their 
settlements to trade in their 
assets mortgaged with the banks 
in accordance with rules to be set 
by the CBK. 

When asked about this move 
whether it is part of a blueprint 
for overhauling the country’s 
economy and includes activation 
of the relatively dormant stock 
market and encouragement of 
the private sector and its role, A1 . 
Yousuf said the report is compre- 
hensive. The fact that an impor- 
tant weight was given to the 
improving of the DDSP and the 
banking sector does not min- 
imise the weight given to other 
sectors. As I mentioned earlier 
the banking sector is the lubricat- 
ing machine for domestic econ- 
omic activities. However, the 
report includes policy measures 
recommended to be carried out 
at the sectoral level to activate 
- economic life in industry, real 
estate, construction, trade.... etc. 
The aim of thepolicy is to replace 
the mode of uncertainty by a new 
mode of confidence to encourage 
the private sector, which has 
shied away from productive 
investment in last few years, to 
regain its vital role in me econ- 
omy. 

‘The regaining of confidence 
by private business and the 
activation of the domestic econ- 


omy are necessary conditions for 
awakening the relatively dor- 
mant stock marked Give me a 
flourishing economy and succes- 
sful production units according 
to normal financial indicators 
and I can give you in exchange a 
booming stock market,” the 
ch air m an said. 

When his attention was drawn 
to a report that some ofthe local 
banks and financial institutions 
were planning to merge or I 
integrate in order to strengthen 
their competitive edge and cost 
cutting dnve, A1 Yousuf said: T 
think it is no secret now. It has 
been mentioned by the Governor 
of the Central Bank on several 
occasions. Merging would be 
justified on several grounds. It is 
justified in view ofthe size of the 
domestic market and the state of 
local banks. It is justified on the 

f ound that we are planning for 
uwait to be a regional financial 
market. It is justified if we want 
our banks to be competitive in 
the international financial mark- 
ets of the '90s. The '90s will wit- 
ness the completion of the 


process of integration and 
globalisation of international 
financial markets. The ’90s will 
be the era of giant organisations 
and severe competition. 

He said merging is a rational 
process in certain circumstances. 
It would rationalise the use of 
fixed assets and a lot of savings 
would be achieved in this respect. 
Moreover, a great deal of ration- 
alisation would be achieved also 
in the wage bill. Huge economies 
of scale are expected in such a 
merging process. That some of 
the labour force might be redun- 
dant is correct. However, this is 
the price of efficiency . Moreover, 


By M.C. Bom 

DR Abdul Aziz Sultan, chair- 
man and delegate member ofthe 
Gulf Bank has said a positive 
aspect of the economic report is 
reflected in the recommendation 
which allows debtors to manage 
their assets. While governed by 
CBK regulations, such recom- 
mendations provide the debtors 
with a reprieve for improving 
their asset value. 

Dr Sultan said there is no 
doubt that the recommendation 
of joint economic committee if 
implemented will lead to some 
improvement. But such 
measures alone are not sufficient 
to lead to the economic growth 
we aspire for. We need other 
measures: 

■ Diversification of Kuwait’s 
economic base away from oil. 

■ Improving public sector 
management. 

■ Creation of more competitive 
economy (less restriction to for- 
mation of companies). 

■ Open and freer society. 

■ Better management of the 
economy. 

■ Better management of 
Kuwait's resources. 

■ An effective Human 
Resource Development 

■ Improving private/public 
sector, currently unhealthy 
relatons, etc ... 

The chairman said the content 
of the economic report as regards 
the banks' difficult debts would, 
no doubt ease some of the banks' 
burden. Some 681 debtors, com- 
prising 54.2 percent of total deb- 
tors with liabilities constituting 
2.5 per cent of total debt have so 



Dr Abdul Aziz Sultan 
far posed an administrative bur- 
den on the banks. Writing off 
those debts will allow the banks 
to restructure their non-perfor- 
ming loan portfolios and concen- 
trate their efforts on redressing 
the situation of the bad debtors, 
subsequently setting the banks 
on the course of upgrading their 
overall performance within the 
framework of long-term plan- 
ning. Of particular importance in 
this regard is the recommended 
financial support to be given to 
deficit banks, an apt measure 
towards the normalisation of 
those banks* functions, namely, 
distribution of proper dividends 
for shareholders. 

In reply to a question that 
some of tne local banks and fin- 
ancial institutions planning to 
merge or integrate in order to 
strengthen their competitive 
edge and cost cutting drive, he 
said, in a broader pe rs pective and 
in more pragmatic terms, the 
merger issue, which falls under 
recommendations made by the 
economic report, has more far- 


reaching and strategic implica- 
tions. It is to be viewed as one of 
the indispensible measures 
needed for rationalisation of 
banking business and for meet- 
ing the challenges in the world 
markets in the 1990s. Quite 
relevant in this regard are the 
capital requirements imposed by 
the Basle committee, which 
would restrict access bv small 
players in the European market. 
The merger issue would 
therefore lay the foundation tor 
Kuwaiti financial institutions to 
expand their activities world- 
wide. The ultimate decision, 
however, would be based or the 
banks' general assemblies and 
their view of their respective roles 
in the local banking sector. 

Turning to Gulf Banks' 
overall growth prospects, the 
Gulf Bank's chairman said the 
outlook for an improied world 
oil market and a recovers in oil 
prices in the 1990s. and sub- 
sequently increased oil revenue*, 
for the Arab oil producing coun- 
tries. provides good reason for 
better business lor GCC banks in 
the years ahead. To be noted, 
here, is the prospect ofthe open- 
ing of a new market, the Fi>:crn 
Europe market, for Arab oil 
exports. 

About the bank’s expansion 
drive the chairman said, "our 
plans currently focus on improv- 
ing the quality of our services, 
wheih we are trying to effect by 
upgrading the quality of our 
employees and their perfor- 
mance. Our expansion strategy 
shall be identified as soon as our 
strategy's objectives and plan ate 
completed.” 


such redundancy would never 
pose a problem if we are talking 
about a booming economy . They 
will soon be absorbed in other 
sectors. 

In a reply to a question if the 
integration process is proved to 
be real, the government should 
intensify its foreign operations 
through these banks on commer- 
cial basis, the IBK chairman said 
there are several ways through 
which the government can help 
the local banks. One of them is to 
carry out some of their foreign 
operations through local banks. 


Kuwait insurance market 

New boom area predicted 






DURING 1988/1989. the 
Kuwait Fund for Arab Econ- 
omic Development counfinued 
its efforts in extending conces- 
sionary loans to a number of 
developing countries to help 
them m the financing of their 
Wgh priority projects. Such loans 
are extended after review of the 
feasibility studies and appraisal 
of the projects and conclusion of 
loan agreements. 

The fund has also maintained 
the usual follow-up of' the 
implementation of on-going 
projects and provision of advice 


and consultation to recipient mance. * 
countries to help themin the real- During ihe f 

isation of their developmental review, the Fu 
objectives and the benefits ofthe loans with a ton 

projects in tfae finanangof which million to assi 

the Fund participates. The Fund development ] 

also continued to follow up tech- agricultural, tra 

nical assistance grants provided muni cations, 


to support and strengthen the 
development effort! of recipient 
countries and institutions and to 
help them in the development of 
then human, resources and also 
to enable them to improve tech- 
nical and administrative 
capabilities as well as perfor- 


mance. ' 49.2 per cent — African coun- 

During ihe fiscal year under tries 29.4 per cent, Asian coun- 
review, the Fund extended 19 tries 18.5 per cent and other 
loans with a total value of KD84 countries 2.9 per cent, 

million to assist in financing 

development projects in the As to the sectoral distribution 

agricultural, transport and com- of these loans, the agricultural 

municatiohs, industry, elec- sector and its primary sub-sec- 
tridty, water and sewage sectors. tore ranked first with a share of 

The recipient countries included 3 1 2 per cent in the total value of 

six Arab countries, eight African loans committed during the year, 

countries and three Asian coun- It was followed by transport and 
tries, in addition to one other communication sector 27 per 

country. The share of the Arab cent, industries 21.4 per cent, 

countries in the total loan com- ~~ water and sewage 18 per cent, 
mitments during 1988/1989 was then electricity 2.4 per cent. 


With the closing of the current 
fiscal year the total number of 
loans, extended by the Fund, 
stood at 360 loans with a total 
value of KD1.584 million ben- 
efiting 65 developing countries 
including 16 Arab countries, 30 
African countries, 15 Asian 
countries and four other coun- 
tries. The share ofjhe Arab coun- 
tries in the total value of loans 
extended by the Fund up to 
30/6/1989 stood at 50.9 per cent, 
African countries 18.7 per cent. 
Asian countries 28.7 per cent and 
other countries 1 .7 per cent. 


THE Arab Times contacted C.S.S. 
Khanpuri, Chairman of the Kuwait 
Insurance Association (and the 
Agency General Manager of Guar- 
dian Royal Exchange Assurance 
Pic), about his views on the current 
situation of the Kuwait insuranoe 
market and about the activities of the 
Kuwait Insuranoe Association. 

Khanpuri said that there has been 
a slight improvement in the market 
after the cessation of hostilities bet- 
ween Iran and Iraq. However, the 
degree of improvement is nowhere 
near the expectations which we had 
for a long time. The marine 
premium-income of the market has _ 
been continuously going down. 

In 1980. the total marine 
premiumsoftheKuwait market were 
about KD1 8 million, and in 1 984 the 
same were more than KD25 million. 
This figure has now come down to 
less than KD15 milHon. The total 
market premiums for ail classes of 
general insurance business (i.e. 
excluding Life business) were more 
than KD7S million in 1984 for the 
whole market, whereas they are now 
less than KD55 million. 

This is a very big drop of revenue 
for the insurance companies. It is out 
of this premium-income that the 
insurance companies have to pay los- 
ses and meet chums arising from fire, 
-motor, marine, theft and workmen’s 
compensation insurances etc. The 
Voss experience of marine has been 



C&S. Khanpuri 

good for the last few years and con- 
sequently the premium rates have 
dropped. 

The main reason for good 
experience is removal of old vessels 
(ships) Grom the marine trade, and 
progressively increasing container- 
tsabon of cargo and la& of conges- 
tion in the ports. The highest percen- 
tage oHoices are from the third party 
motor business. 

The insurance market has not been 
able to adjust the premium rates for 
this class of insurance in accordance 
with the rising level of losses because 
the premium is fixed by the govern- 
ment. The premium-income shoul d 
be sufficient not only to cover the 
losses but also the high cost of servic- 


ing the claims, i.e. salaries of the 
insurance staff, office expenses, and 
commissions and brokerage etc. The 
insurance companies hope that the 
market will improve in volume and 
rating and they will be able to main- 
tain the present level of good staff 
and service. The insurance compan- 
ies are normally happy with small 
margins of underwriting profits, i.e. 
proms purely from insurance busi- 
ness. 

As regards Kuwait Insurance 
Association, Khanpuri said that it 
was formed in 1959. At that time 
there were more than 30 foreign 
insurance companies operating in 
Kuwait and all were members of the 
assoriation. This association did aka 
of technical work and provided 
useful guidance to thecompanies and 
created a sound insurance market in 
Kuwait. At that time there were no 
Kuwaiti companies in the country. 

When the Kuwaiti companies were 
formed later, they decided not to join 
the association but did co-operate 
with the Kuwait Insurance Associa- 
tion in various matters whenever 
there were common problems affect- 
ing all the insurance companies and 
whenever there was aneed for ajoint 
action, like recovering goods from 
ships which became bankrupt, or 
which discharged their cargoes at 
some ports on their way lo Kuwait. 

Similarly, there have been many 

(Continued on Page 18) 
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DO YOU KNOW? 

Thofyou con buy o personal accident policy for KD 1 0,000 from ihe ORIENTAL for 
less lhan 75 fils per day. 

DO YOU KNOW? 

Thar you con buy fire and burglary Insurance for ihe coniems of your home from 

the OMENTAL for a sum insured of KD 5,000/- for less lhan 50 fils per day. 

DO YOU KNOW? 

Thor you con buy medical Insurance policy from the ORIENTAL to cover medical 
expenses or private hospitals following llfness or accident for less than 1 00 fils per 
day. 

9rh Floor, Al-5o#wo Towers 
Mubarak Al KobeerSneer 
Opp. Commercial Area No. 9 

. . Coll New: 2401 302, 242401 6, 24261 47, 24261 49 

FAX: 2424017 
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IS* 1 !!*** *URVXY OF KUWAIT: 

M times SUPPLEMENTS 

Link with Kuwait dates back to 30 years 

Air India gears up for ’ 90 s 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 1998 


OCTOBER 4, I960 was Air 
India Day in Kuwait An Air 
Ida Super constdlatkm,“Raiii 
of Ind,” commanded by Capt 
R.K. Screwafla took off from 
Santa Cruz Airport at 10 am on 
October 4. on h» inaugur al fli ght 
to Kuwait via Bahrain forging 
yet another Bnfc with the neigh- 
bouring countries in West Asa. 

Air India operated its first 
woddy service between Bombay 
and Kuwait via Karachi and 
Bahrain , carrying on board fare 
paying passengers and 18 guests 


To commemorate the 
inauguration of Air India's new 
service, S.K. Kooka,a Commer- 
cial Director, presented on 
behalf of the chairman oflndia, a 
silver coffee set to Sicikh Salman 
Bin Hamad A1 Khalifa, the Amir 
of Bahrain and a silver tea set to 
HH Sheikh Abdulla A1 Salem A1 
Sabah, who was then the Amir of 



P. R. Kanga, 

A! manager -Kuwait 

Kuwait. 

DrS. Radhakrishnan, the then 
vice-president oflndia, in a mes- 
sage of greetings to the Amir of 
Kuwait said: 

“Your Highness, 


May I greet your Highness and 
the people of Kuwait on the 
occasion of the inaugural flight 
of the Air India International 
plane to your country. 1 have no 
doubt that these flights will foster 
friendship between our two peo- 
ples besides stimulating trade. 
With kind regards. 

Yours sincerely, 

S. Radhakrishnan.” 

The commercial director con- 
veyed the letter of greetings to 
HH Sheikh Abdullah A1 Salem 
A1 Sabah. 

In keeping with Air India's 
tradition, two flight covers for 
B ahrain and Kuwait, priced at 65 
Naye Raise each, were carried on 
the inaugural flight. These covers 
were defaced with a special 
cachet. 

The inaugural flight touched 
down at Kuwait Airport at 5:30 
pm (local time) on October 4. 


The guests who were accompan- 
ied by J.S. Hoglekar of Air 
India's Bombay Office, were 
accommodated at Hotel Ambas- 
sador Kuwait. The General Sales 
Agents in Kuwait entertained the 
guests to cocktails and dinner on 
the evening of October 4. 
October 5, was a day of tight 
schedule for -Air India guests. 
They were invited for a tour of 
the oilfields, distribution centre 
and loading piers by Kuwait Oil 
Company. After the tour, the 
KOC hosts entertained the 
guests to a luncheon. 

The flight left Kuwait at 9:00 
pm on October 5 and arrived 
Bombay at 9:30 am on October 6. 
Among the distinguished guests 
were Jassim A1 Ghanim of AJgh- 
anim Travel Agencies, S.M. 
Black, Assistant Political Agent, 
UK Government, and Abdullah 
Saleh A1 Ali, a prominent busi- 
ness. 


New India insurance operation abroad 


A dream turns into reality 


Wto Kapr, nriMampr. 

“NEW INDIA" is mine hi Pie 
sense that it is the Ofuy Indian 
In su ran ce co m pa n y which operates 
in as many as 32 countries. Its infer- 


tile leading company in India 
(premium income m 1989 about 
KD125 mQBon) but also as an active 
foreign insurer abroad. It is the only 
Indian company authorised to 
operate m the UKand recognised by 
the British Board ofTrade. 

When Ac company was establi- 
shed in July, 1919 it entered into an 
agency ag reement with die hugest 
English broker “SedsridaT and tins 
a g ree m e nt w ill operates. Shnflaiiy we 
had entered into an a gre em ent with 

the hugest insurance company in UK 

“Commercial Union" «m *™ «t«i 
continues. 

In 1921 New India was recognised 
ax a of the International 

London Underwriters authorised to 
transit Marine Insurance in the Lou- 
don market. In 1922 New India star- 
ted doing business in China, 
Malaysia and Singapore. We had an 



Vijay Kapur 

lending our manpower or by training 
their officers in India. In London our 
branch i* a fine example of Indo-Brit- 
ish joint venture in UK where three 
top companies. Commercial Union, 
Legan and General and Orien are our 
partners in different fields of 

In Japan we have 13 offices, mostly 


pany “Tokyo Marine" in Japan as 
early as 1927. 

* New India's foreign operations 
expanded considerable in the 19S0t 
and 1960s. Wc have extended help to 
the Third World c ou n tries to braid 
up their insurance industry either by 


manned by Japanese and proud of 
their Unit* with New India, They 
actively compete with Japanese com- 
panies and sol New India policies to 
the Japanese. By die end of 1960, 
New India was operating in over 60 
countries in the form ofbranches and 
■jpn« but because of nationalisa- 
tion or state restrictions the number 
of oveneas units of New India got 
reduced. It stiD ranks within the fust 
five among international insurance 
companies in terms of territorial 
spread of operations. It could, 
th er e f o r e, be concluded that the 
dream of its founder member to 


eetahlish “New India" as a truly 
international company has been ful- 
filled. 

“New India" started operation in 
Kuwait in December, 1953 through 
Mohamed Saleh Behbehani with the 
late S.B. Mcrnteiro as a partner. The 
company was reconstituted into a 
Kinired company in August, 1986 in 
order to introduce Mohamed Reza 
Bahbchani, younger brother of 
Mohamed Saleh Behbehani and J.T. 
Montetro, eider son of the late SJB. 
Mouteiro. Our agents Mohamed 
S«1i4i and Mohamed Reza Yousuf 
Behbehani are reputed and old 
residents of Kuwait. 

Theirmain interests are trading Le. 
dealership of American/Japanese 
cars, garage owners, and owners of 
Seven-Up Bottling Company. New 
India's rdations with our agents have 
been very good since the inception of 
the agency operations. The agency 
has been very well managed by CM. 
Thomas, Deputy General Manager 
over the years. As a result of strict 
administrative controls and co- 
operation of our agents our perfor- 
mance in Kuwait has been profitable. 
From 1986 we have undertaken our- 
self to be more aggressive in the 
market and have been able to 
increase our business by nearly 100 
per cent over these years. 

Today “New India” is a company 
with KD125 million premium, paid 


up capital KD4.8 million, assets and 
investments KD245.S million, 
reserves and underwriting funds 
KD1 17.9 million. Our Head Office at 
the “New India Building" Bombay is 
a massive structure showing its finan- 
cial strength and enshrineaits conris- 
tant commitment to the paramount 
objective of the national movement 
to secure the sodo economic welfare 
of the country. The company has a 
genuine concern for each and every 
customer, shared by 4,000 officers 
and over 16,000 strong New India 
family, internationally. 

“New India's" future plans reflect 
its commitment to growth in India 
and abroad through providing 
service to all sections of the popula- 
uina up for its 
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Looking back, it was in I960 when 
Air-India started operations to Kuwait. 
And in 1961. the state of Kuwait was 
celebrating the joy of independence. 
Over the years. Air-India has been closely 
associated with this nation, 
and its friendly skies. 

Today, Air-India joins in the 
celebrations of the National Day, 
and extends its best wishes 
to the Government and People of Kuwait. 


tion. It » already gearing up for its 
rightful place in the 21st century and 
is confident of scaling greater heights 
through its wnpimw on excellence. 
The company’s philosophy can be 
stated as to establish a world-wide 
presence, to mamtahi highest stan- 
dards of skill and to uphold and 
strengthen its reputation as a truly 
■ global company. The company has 
under active consideration several 
proposals for expansion of its net- 
work abroad. The proposals for 
revival and/or expansion of onr 
operation in Canada, Belgium, 
France. Portugal. Holland. Spain. 


France, Portugal, Holland, Spain, 
Botswana, Cameroon, Zimbabwe 
are already underway. 


Oriental Insurance j I 

Company 
income \ 
promises \\ 
new dawn : 

THE Oriental Insurance Com- 1 I 
pany Limited, is one of the oldest 1 I 
general insurance companies in j I 
Kuwait, and has been operating I 
here for the last 30 years. 1 j 

R.C. Kohli, resident manager 
of Oriental Insurance has said l 
presently, it is one of the largest, 1 
amongst the foreign-based com- 
panies working in Kuwait and I • ] 
has crossed a gross premium 
income of KD1.8 million in the I 
calendar year 1989. I 

The company's headquarters I 
is based in New Delhi, India. The j 
company has been operating in 1 
India for the last 59 years in the I 
general insurance field. The com- 
pany has reserves of over KD31 
milli on and assets of over KD 1 50 I 
million. The company is a sub- 1 
sidiary of the General Insurance 1 
Corporation of India and is fully I 
supported by the government of 
India. 1 

The company has a network 1 
of, 850 regional, divisional and I 
branch offices in India and 1 
abroad. , - I 

The total gross premium 
underwritten by the company in 1 
1 988-89 was over KD64 million. 1 
The company has a trained man- 
power ofover 1 5,000 officers and 
staff. 

Kohli said the operations of l 
Kuwait branch are managed 
through the agents M/s Bader A1 
Mulla & Bros Co. W.L.L., from a 
most modern office in Mubarak 1 
A1 Kabir Street through the most 
experienced and efficient staff. 
This office underwrites a gross I 
j premium income of approx- I 
! nnatdyKD 1.8 million, and has a 

t highly trained staff. 1 

I Presently the operations of the 

s company are looked after by its 

- Resident Manager, Kohli, a 

‘ Fellow of Insurance Institute I 
and as Associate Member of Ins- 
1 titute of Company Secretaries, 
yr London. He has been with the 
s company for the past 28 yean 
J including being in the sophis- 

- ticated insurance market of Sin- 

r gapore for 5 years. The company 

' r will shortly computerise its 

operations in Kuwait including 
e the issuance of policies in motor 

and marine classes. 


New boom area predicted 

imnrance comnanies operating in Association has , been doing great A ^1 


(Continued from Page 17) 

other areas of friendly co-operation 
between the Kuwait Insurance 
Association and the Kuwaiti com- 
panies which arc much larger in size 
than brandies of foreign companies 
in Kuwait. 

At present there are 12 foragn 


insurance companies operating w 
Kuwait, doing general non-Life 
insurance business, and all arc mem- 
bers of the Kuwait Insurance' 
Association. Out of 12 foreign 
insurance companies, four are 
Lebanese, 3 are English, 2are Indian. 
1 Egyptian, 1 Jordanian, and l 
Japanese. The Kuwait Insurance 


Association has been doing great t \\ ~ 
service to the busmess community m \ 

Kuwait for the last 30 years without ry 

any break, in the te c h nic a l and 1 .n\/K 
professional fidd audita hoped that 1 V v 
r. ,.„-u Mnhime to do so for manv 1 I 


professional fidd and ituhoped that 1 II V ^ 
it will continue to do so for many j ! 

more years to come and will continue f f \ 

to offer its co-operation to the large w HhU 
national companies. J 

'-J < 


Consumers 

When you buy a packet of tea 
or t e a fags please check following 
identification marks: 
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INDIA TEA 


- -v Name & address of 
‘ y Indian exporter 



For further information: 

Director of Tea Promotion 
Tea Board of India 
C/o Embassy of India 


P.O.Box 1450 

Safat 1301 5, Kuwait 

Phone: 2419420 Tlx: 44653 DTPKWT 
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W New India policies 
don't cost a fortune. 
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Not taking them could. J 





Today, it’s a company with a KD1 2 5 
million premium, with a national and 
international presence. Amongst its 
clientele are the largest, most successful 
business houses ... 

As well as people from ali walks of life, 
every section of society ... 

Because New India has innovated many 
insurance covers. The range exceeds 7 5 ... 
to meet any and every need. Through a 


New India Assurance 


giant network of over 1000 offices in India 
and abroad. 

To retain leadership, New India offers 
something special with every cover ... 

The personal touch ... 

A genuine concern for each and every 
customer shared by 4000 officers 
and the over 1 6,000 strong New 
India family. Internationally. 



You name the risk. We insure it. 



Principal Agent: Mohamed Saleh Behbehani 

P-O. Box No. 370 - 1 3004 Safat Kuwait. 

T ^ 24 »« 5 ,«? 4 , 16 2I 7 ' 2412085 Tel ** : 22194 SHIPPING KUWAIT. 

SO MUCH SECURITY FOR SO LITTLE. 
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Arabs 
invested 
$150b 
abroad 

^.A LEADING Kuwaiti econ- 
omist and a former minister of 
finance has said that Arab Gulf 
governments must draw plans 
for attracting substantial finan- 
cial resources belonging to the 
private sector but deposited out- 
side the region. 

AbdeQatif A1 Hamad, board 
chairman and general manager 
of the Arab Fund for Economic 
and Social Development, con- 
tended that about SI 50 billion 
was invested outside member 
states of the Gulf Co-operation 
Council. 

A1 Hamad’s remarks were 
X made during a lecture be presen- 
' ted recently on future obstacles 
facing the GCC .in various 
aspects of the economy and fin- 
ance. 

“These assets must be attrac- 
ted to the region under a carefully 
drawn plan to reactivate the 
economic situation in the area,” 
Hamad emphasised. 

He pointed out that- GCC 
countries are working smoothly 
toward specialisation and turn- 
ing publicly owned corporations 
to the private sector. 

He drew a bright picture for 
the comffig years for oil produc- 

3 states, saying that oil prices 
•dimfc again : to the $30 a 
barrel ceiling under a growing 
demand for Opeq o\\ and 
declined production from Non- ■ 
Opec sources. 

rtl Oh population growth, he 
stressed mat by the year 200 the 
GO£ states would have a total of 
31 tin; .average 

j . 84jM&?cmt rops- 
tiy l?v|^’in^udi3!Qabia.<7?-per 
cent) and Kuwait (9.6 per cent). 

In another development in a 
major boost to the country’s 
private sector, Knwait is plan- 
ning to build a polypropylene 
plant with private capital par- 
ticipation. 

It is expeetd that the Kuwait 
Petrochemical Industries Com- 
pany (KP1Q will invite inter- 
national companies to bid for the 
proposed - project;nvhrclr ~fs - 
estimated to cost about S100 
milfion. 

Technical experts were 
preparing the final legal text of 
the tender, which would involve 
design, construction, operation 
and maintenance of die plant 

Seminar on 
overseas 
investment 
in Poland 

ONE of the most important 
events, which will takeplace dur- 
ing “Polish Trade Week" , March 
4-9, 1990, International Fair 
Ground — Mishref, Hall No.2, is 
seminar ‘foreign Investments in 
Poland — New regulations and 
prospects.” 

The seminar is oqzanised by 
Kuwait Foreign Trading, Con- 
tracting and Investment Co. with 
co-operation of Kuwait Invest- 
ment Authority and Commercial 
Office of Polish Embassy under 
the patronage of Witold Jurasz, 
ambassador of the Republic of 
Poland in Kuwait. 

The main purpose of this 
seminar is to familiarise busmes- 
3 smen from Kuwait and other 
Gulf countries with the legal and 
financial aspects of creatJhg and 
operating joint ventures in 
Poland, direct investments and 
purchasing real estate in Poland 
by foreign parties. 

Special presentation will be 
made by representatives of 
Polish authorities on Polish 
economy and the incentives 
available to foreign investors. 
The programme of seminar 
covers the following main lec- 
tures: 

“Foreign Investments in 
Poland" — presented by Dr 
Zbigniew Pietrowski, president 
of Foreign Investment Agency, 
Warsaw. 


<3-7 likely to 
meet in Europe 

PARIS, Feb 23. (Reuter): French 
Finance Minister Pierre Beregovoy 
said yesterday the Group of Seven 
industrial nations could hold its 
regular spring meeting in Europe. 

Beregovoy said the G-7 is aue to 
meet in May before the interim com- 
mitteeof the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) gathers in Washington. 

"It's quite possible that there’ll be 
a meeting in Europe." he told his 
, regular weekly news conference. He 
> declined lo elaborate and told repor- 
ters! "Don’t makeme say too much." 

International financial markets 
have been turbulent in recent weeks, 
in part on speculation the G-7 leaders 
might meet shortly to review interest 
rates, and currency policy. 


BUSINESS & FINANCE 

^ t 

Loan agreement signed 

World Bank vows $5b for East Europe 


WARSAW. Feb 23, (UPI): The Worid 
Bank yesterday launched a S5 billion 
three-year lending p rog ra m m e to sup- 
port economic reforms in Eastern 
Europe by signing two agreements on 
credits totaling 5360 million to boost 
Polish exports. 

The loan package .was signed by 
World Bank president Barber Conable 
and Finance Minister I ms ^ k Balcer- 
owicat at a ceremony attended by Prime 
Minister Tadeusz Mazowiecki and 
a m bassadors of other East European 
countries. 

“We are in Poland not to provide 
short-term relief but long-term growth 
— to ensure that Poland’s available 


resources are co-ordinated in ways that 
are efficient and useful for the Polish 
people." Conable said. 

One loan, for 5260 million, will help 
develop exports of industrial products. 
The second, for S 1 00 million, is to boost 
the export potential of the agricultural 
and food sector. Both will be for 
repayable in 17 years with a five-year 
grace period. 

Conable said the nations of Western 
Europe can expect to receive loans 
worth more than SS billion in the next 
three years as they readjust their econ- 
omies — half of it for Poland toassistits 
“courageous" efforts. 

“If Eastern Europe shows strong 


spirit and determination in implement- 
ing reforms, it can count on support 
and concrete assistance of World Bank 
and IMF (International Monetary 
Fund), he said. 

Under Mazowiecki’s Solidarity 
government, Poland begat implement- 
ing on Jan 1 a tough economic 
programmes that will move it from an 
inefficient, centrally planned economy 
toward one based more on competition 
andprivate enterprise. 

The changeover, the most drastic 
ever attempted in a Soviet bloc country, 
is expected to lead to unemployment 
and worker dislocations while Poland’s 
industrial base adjusts to the new 


demands. Hungary is preparing to 
implement a similar programme. 

Conable said the bank will open a 
resident mission in Warsaw within 
three months and strengthen its East 
European programme of policy advice, 
technical work, research and training. 

Conable said the bank has adequate 
resources to support the Polish 
programme without diminishing sup- 
port elsewhere, but stressed the world 
Bank cannot supply all necessary sup- 
port and encouraged Poland to co- 
operate closely with the 17-nation Paris 
Club of Western creditors. 

Talks are scheduled later this year 
with the World Bank on loans for nine 


more programmes. A SI 50 million 
credit to modernize transportation is 
due to be initiated later this month and 
another one to increase energy sup- 
plies, worth 5250 million, is to be con- 
cluded in March. 

A S10Q million programme to 
develop Poland' s poor i decorum unica- 
lions facilities is scheduled to be 
initiated in June. 

The first six enterprises to benefit 
from the loans include a petrochemical 
plant in Block north of Warsaw, a fer- 
tilizer manufacturing giant in Pulawy 
south-east of Warsaw and a furniture 

? lant in Zielona Gora in western 
oland. 


agreements were rig- 
or a two-day \ 


The landmark _ 

ned at the start of a two-day visit by 
Deputy Secretary of State Lawrence 
Eagle burger to Warsaw. 

Eagei burger. President Bush's Eas- 
tern Europe representative, met with 

Deputy Treasury Secretary John Rob- 
son and a group of advisors to learn 
how Poland intends to use American 
investment credits. 

Poland hopes the United States will 
support decisions that would reduce its 
staggering 541 billion international 
debt burden. 

Today. Poland signed a major 
agreement with the Paris Club to res- 
chedule S10.2 billion of external debt. 


World oil prices slide 


Talks vital to avert 
global price shock 



LONDON, Feb 23, (Reuter): 
Opec’s secretary-general called 
yesterday for urgent talks on 
averting the risk of a new global 
oil price shock. 

The official, Subroto of 
Indonesia, said he favoured dis- 
cussions -bringing together con- 
sumer governments, the banks, 
ofl multinationals and Opec itself 
as soon as possible. 

"There , is no room for con- 
frontation," he said in a speech to 
tiie Institute of Peri-oleum, an 
. industry fo rum. 

. He said anagreed strategy was 
imperative to create a dimate in 
which oil producing nations, 
companies and banks could 
commit the vast sums needed if a 
surprisingly strong surge in 
world demand is to be met 

Subroto repeated his assess- 
ment that the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
must invest 560 billion before 
1995 to boost the outpntcapadty 
of their oil fields — "a challenge 
'loo' great - for Opec countries to' 
meet on their own.” 

An ageing, aeddent-prone 
global refinery system and tan- 
ker fleet must be expanded and 
modernised. Installations should 


also be upgraded to meet tighter 
anti-pollution rules against lead 
and sulphur. 

“The margin of safety is 
already rather small,” Subroto 
said. “Any disruption in supply 
or demand could cause a shock in 
the system. 

“That is why it is almost man- 
datory that the discussions to 
which I have referred should be 
held as soon as possible," he said. 

“Refineries everywhere are 
ageing and accidents are increas- ■ 
mg. In the last 18 months there 
has been an unprecedented series 
of mishaps, reflecting wear and 
tear on plant and equipment 
built in the late 1960s. 

“Society will also expect the 
industry to take into account the 
environment in everything it 
does." 

Industry executives agree that 
major investment throughout 
the sector is necessary: “They are 
daunting totals said Sir Peter 
Walters, chairman of British 
Petroleum (BP). 

Some analysts talk in terms of 
a 51 trillion,. partly to make up 
for spending shelved during the 
oil put of the mid-1980s. 

Subroto also urged Western 


governments not to levy taxes or 
subsidise other fuels to try to 
minimise dependence on Opec 
ofl. 

“Consumers need security of 
supply,” he said. But for Opec 
“predictability of demand is 
vttaL.if we go in to these huge 
investments, we do not expect to 
see consumer policies designed to 
apply downward pressure on the 
demand for Opec ofl." 

He also said gradually rising 
ofl prices were an essential incen- 
tive to- large-scale investment. 
Opec felt the best solution would 
be to raise its current reference 
price of 518 per barrel in line with 
inflation. 

“Prices should be allowed to 
follow a smooth, progressive 
path over time, thus retaining the 
incentive factor and at the same 
time encouraging oil companies 
to invest in the expansion opera- 
tions taking place in that region 
where the bulk of the world’s oil 
reserves are located,” Subroto 
said. 

The Opec official also-called* 
for Third World debt relief and a 
more rapid transfer of tech- 
nology to developing nations. 

World crude oil prices are slid- 


ing because of excess Opec sup- 
ply and warmer weather in the 
northern hemisphere after an icy 
snap in the United States at the 
start of cheyear. 

Prices of “wet barrels" — car- 
goes with agreed loading dates — 
of North Sea Brent blend crude 
oil, a world pricing benchmark, 
have fallen around $1.20 per 
barrel this week- 

Brent for March loading is 
now around 518.75, compared 
with 20 a week ago. 

Warm weather has under- 
mined demand for gas oil, a 
refined product used for domes- 
tic, office and commercial heat- 
ing. 

This has in turn encouraged 
refiners in Europe to go early into 
the usual spring maintenance 
shutdowns, ahead of the summer 
holiday peak season for petrol 
demand, and this has reduced 
demand for crude oil. 

Adequate oil company stocks 
and plentiful supplies of crude 
from the Organisation of 
petroleum Exporting Countries 
have also put pressure on crude 
prices. 

The volume of trading has not, 
however, been large. 


M.N. Goiporia 

SBI chief 

BOMBAY, Feb 23: M.N. 
Goiporia has taken charge as 
chairman of the State Bank 
group. He succeeds V. Atal, who 
retired as chairman on Feb 17, 
1990. 

Goiporia, a chartered accoun- 
tant, started his career with 
Union Bank of India, where he 
worked for nearly 25 years. He 
has the unique distinction ofhav- 
ing served as chairman and man- 
aging director of three national- 
ised banks namely, Dena Bank, 
Bank of Baroda and Central 
Bank of India for over 1 1 years. 


UK team winds up visit 


Move to step up investment 


NICOSIA, Feb 23, (Reuter): British industrialists have 
visited Saudi Arabia toxtucuss boosting investment there 
to help offset arms deals costing Riyadh an estimated £20 
billion (S34 billion). 

A British embassy official said the businessmen, some 
rqpresenting defence-related companies, ended a week- 
long visit yesterday after visiting Riyadh, Jeddah, Abba 
ana the industrial city of JubaiL 

"There have been lots of (fiscusskms on the various 
aspects of investment in Saadi Arabia bat they weren’t 
defence orientated.” the official told Reuters by telephone. 
He gave no details. 

Companies repr ese n ted i ncluded General Electric Co. 
Pic, Northern Engineering Flc which is a unit of Rolls- 
Royce Pic, GKN He, Pilltington He and Imperial 
Chemical Industries Pic. 

A senior Saudi Arabian official said the delegation met 
Industry Minister Abdulaziz Abdullah A1 Zamd, Finance 
and National Economy Minister Sheikh Mohammed Ali 


Abal Khail and Commerce Minister Suleiman Abdulaziz 
A1 Salim as well as businessmen. 

Referring to Western media reports that arms-relaicd 
industrial schemes were discussed, the official amply said 
die British team did not hold talks with the Defence 
Ministry. 

The visit was part of a programme begun by London in 
1988 to encourage British companies to invest in industrial 
and commercial projects in Saudi Arabia, offsetting its 
purchase of British Tornado fighters, jet trainers, helicop- 
ters. minehunters and other military euqipment. 

Industry sources have estimated British investment 
could reach S1.7 billion under the programme. 

Defence analysts say the arms deals, which indude 
construction ofbases and support services, could be worth 
up to £20 billion. 

Saudi Arabia, (he Middle East’s biggest defence spen- 
der, denied in December press reports that it was facing 
difficulties in meeting payments on the deals. 


Dollar firm, gold dives 

Shares resume downward 


LONDON, Feb 23, (Reuter): Shares resumed the week’s 
downward trend in Europe today as railing Japanese 
stocks, tears of global interest rate rises and weak bond 
prices all took their toll on investors confidence, dealers 
said. 

The dollar dosed higher despite the fact central banks 
sold dollars to support a falling Japanese yen. Dealers said 
the dollar's gains were doe more to weakness in the yen and 
West German mark rather than inherent dollar strength. 

London shares plunged to the lowest levels so Tar this 
year but found some support from scattered buying by 
institutions and from US stocks posting only modest 
losses. Business was thin and tentative, traders said. 

“Until there is some stability overseas the UK market is 
not going to establish its own trend," a London trader said. 

The Financial Times- Stock Exchange index touched a 
1990 low of 2J228.3 during trading but closed 32.6 down at 
U36.fi. 

West German share prices fell sharply, breaking away 
from a week when they have tracked the bond market. 
Bonds, on the other hand, firmed slightly. 

The Dax index of 30 leading shares fefi 30.51 points or 
1.7 per cent to 1.789.64. Dealers said trading volume was 

thin.. 


The dollar closed in London a pfennig and a yen higher 
at 1.6787 marks and 147.90 yen. _ 

“Its underlying trend at the moment is upwards because 
of the uncertainty elsewhere,” said Carlo Galazzi, chief 
forward trader at Nikko Bank in London. “But that could 
quickly change if we get some fresh news to trade off." 

The Bank of England awl the US Federal Reserve both 
sold dollars to boy yen when the yen slumped to 146.90 to 
tire dollar, following dollar sales overnight by the Bank of 
Japan. 

The market believes a rise in Japanese interest rates is 
inevitable and this has knocked Japanese bonds down 
sharply and made equity traders nervous. The Bank of 
Japan says it still monitoring the effects of previous rate 
increases. 

Concern that the Umtea states may impose trade sanc- 
tions against Japan is also worrying traders. 

The German mark is depressed by worries about poten- 
tially massive costs involved to West Germany in rescuing 
the East German economy with plans for monetary 
uniont. 

Gold dosed in London at 541 6.20 an ounce, down SI .55 
on Thursday's finish. 


UK minister 
sees buoyant 
oil prospects 

LONDON, Feb 23, (Reuter): 
Prospects for British North Sea 
oil look buoyant with new drill- 
ing activity poised for a record 
this year and a continuing boom 
expected in offshore investment. 
Energy Secretary John Wake- 
ham said yesterday. 

In a speech to the Institute of 
Petroleum, an industry forum, 
Wakeham also attacked what he 
called “scaremongering allega- 
tions” about safety in the off- 
shore oil fields. 

These were unsupported by 
evidence and were “a profoundly 
unhelpful response to a long and 
exhaustive public inquiry which 
will point the way forward for 
North Sea safety in the 1 990s." 

A year-long inquiry has just 
completed taking evidence on 
the 1988 gas explosion which 
wrecked Occidental Petroleum 
Corporation’s Piper Alpha 
production platform killing 167 
men. 

Britain, now pumping about 
two million barrels per day of 
crude oil, is Western Europe's 
biggest producer. The oil was 
once expected to run dry in the 
early 1990s but is now likely to 
last into the next century, indus- 
try leaders say. 

“It is now dear that this coun- 
try’s offshore energy resources 
are going to last for a lot longer 
than was once believed," Wake- 
ham told the Institute of 
Petroleum. 

“Propects in the North Sea are 
now looking buoyant, with new 
drilling activity poised to reach 
its highest-ever level 


GAO warns 
of threat 
to stock, 
computers 

WASHINGTON. Feb23,(UPI): 
The General Accounting Office 
wanted Wednesday there are 
serious technological weaknesses 
in the security systems protecting 
America’s vast network of bank- 
ing and stock exchange com- 
puters. 

“These weaknesses pose risks 
of an outsider threatening the sys- 
tems without bring detected, 
thus potentially threatening our 
nation's ability, to conduct 
securities trading," the GAO 
said. 

Although it found no incidents 
of tampering, the congressional 
agency urged the securities and 
banking industries to take steps 
to protect their computers from 


year," he said. 


during this 


ers ana viruses. 

A “hacker" is a person who 
tampers with computers. A 
“virus” is a covert computer com- 
mand hidden in an existing 
programme to wipe out a com- 
puter's memory or generate 
mountains of mwiningtess data. 

At banks, “our review of the 
security measures in place have 
not been satisfying," the GAO 
said. “Given that these systems 
have become the foundation for 
international and domestic funds 
movements, they should have 
1 stringent security provisions and 
effective regulatoty oversight. 

Representative Edward 
Markey, Democrat of Massa- 
chusetts, Chairman of a House 
Subcommittee that released the 
GAO findings, called on the 
Federal Reserve Board and 
Securitas and Exchange Com- 
mission to do more. 

“The Fed and other banking 
regulators appear to lack leg- 
islative authority to oversee ban- 
king systems sufficiently," 
Mar key said. “The Securities and 
Exchange Commission l««4r« the 
technical expertise. 

Bui the regulators said they are 
taking steps to bolster security. 

Wayne Angell, a governor of 
the Federal Reserve System, said, 
“the GAO's findings represent an 
opportunity to tighten the 
implementation of a security sys- 
tem that we believe is exception- 
ally sound.” 

Brandon Becker, an SEC 
official, added, “the commission 
is estabishing a new office with 
the necessary technical expertise 
to oversee the implementation ... 
of the GAO recommendations.” 


Kuwait, Cairo ties lauded 


Change sweeping Europe a lesson for Arab world: Egypt 
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Kuwait's trade with GCC countries 

The pace quickens 

KUWAJTS imports from the Gulf Co-operation Council 
IULU states last January were estimated at KD 18.219 million 
while exports to the GCC countries were 6.895 millions, accord- 
ing to figures released in Kutvait recently. V 

rhe figures issued by the Public Administration' for Customs 
said ihe trade exchange between Kuwait and the other five 
member states of the GCC were in form of agricultural and 
animal products as well as industrial goods and raw materials. 

According to the figures. Saudi Arabia ranked first among 
GCC exporters to Kuwait which exported goods worth nearly 
KD9.506 millions to Kuwaiiand imported product from Kuwait 
at KD3.5 millions. 

Kuwait's trade with the GCC countries continued its growth, 
started in 1987, at accelerating rates to reach KD258.3 million 
(an increase of 32 per cent) in 1 988. This value was close to the 
high levels realised in 1982 (KD284.I million), according to 
Central Bank's Economic Report. 

The value ofKuwait's imports from the CCC countries in 1988 
totalled K D 1 89. 1 million; the noticeable increase (55 per cent) in 
this value compared with iis level in 1987 shows toe relative 
stability in the upward trend of these imports over the past few 
years. 

The value of Kuwaiti imports from these countries was divided 
into goods of national origin (71.7 per cent) and goods of non- 
national origin (28.3 per cent). Further, the increase in the value 
of imports was also divided into the value of imported goods of 
national origin (56.8 per cent) and others of non-national origin 
(50.6 per cent). 

The increased value ofKuwait's imports of goods of national 
origin from the GCC countries may be attributed to the increased 
local demand resulted from the growing competitiveness o (These 
goods, which also justifies the expansion and growth of both 
industrial and agricultural sectors iu these countries. 

Moreover, theincreased value of Kuwait's imports of goodsof 
non-national origin from the GCC countries reflects thedevelop- 
ing and flourishing commercial role played by these countries in 
the region. 

Kuwait's exports to the GCC countries in 1988 totalled 
KD69.2 million' (a declme-of"5?3-per cent-bdow there level in- - 
1987), indicating an 8.3 percent toct ease-in The value of Kuwaiti 
exports of national origin over the previous year, against a 
decrease of 22.6 percent in the value of Kuwait’s exports of non- 
national origin. 


Inflation rate steady 

EEC living costs up 

LUXEMBOURG, Feb 23, (Reuter): Big price rises in most 
member countries pushed the European Economic 1 Commun- 
ity’s cost of living 0.5 per cent higher last month compared with 
December, the bloc's statistics office Eurostat reported today. 

The 12-nation community’s annual inflation rate held at a 
provisional 5.2 per cent, however, unchanged from December. 

Eurostat originally put December inflation at 5.4 per cent but 
said it has revised the weights it gave to each country in its 1988 
and 1989 calculations, slightly changing the results. 

Portugal recorded the biggest January rise, 1 . 7 per cent, largely 
due to an increase in transport and telecommuni&tions costs. At 
the other end of the scale, a cut in tax on audio visual equipment 
reduced Denmark’s prices by 0.7 per cent. 



CAIRO, Feb 23. (Reuter): Political and 
economic changes sweeping Europe 
showed the Arab world that political 
progress could only come through econ- 
omic integration. Egypt’s Prime Minister 
Atef Sedki told Arab finance ministers 
yesterday. 

"We must realise that if economic 
integration between Arab states does not 
take place, I doubt very much that 
progress on political issues can be 
achieved." Sedki said. 

He was addressing ministers and 
delegates from 22 Arab League members 
who gathered in Cairo for the day to dis- 


cuss the effects of the recent political 
upheaval in Eastern Europe and the emer- 
gence in 2992 of an integrated European 
Economic Community market. 

“What will the Arab nation's position 
be. Will it benefit from the changes? I 
doubt iL Will it be harmed? Most proba- 
bly," Sedki said in whatanalysts called one 
of his frankest speeches. 

The ministers met at Cairo's Nile-side 
Arab League building for the first time m 
more than a decade. The League moved its 
headquarters to Tunis to protest at Egypt's 
1 979 peace treaty with Israel. 

Sedki said it was unfortunate that trade 


between Arab states in 1987 reached only 
S6.6 billioncompared with $96 billion with 
the rest of the world. 

“We should question, is this the state on 
which Arab economic integration wfll be 
based?’ Sedki asked. 

“IF Arab economic integration was a 
necessity in the past, today it is a challenge 
in the light of international changes ... and 
all studies show it is possible.” 

He urged further contact and economic 
co-ordination between Arab states, 
increasing the Arab world’s industrial and 
agricultural production and upgrading the 
Arab workforce. 


Arab League secretary-general Chadli 
KBbL, in a speech read by his assistant 
Asaad A1 Asaad, said Arabs had to review 
their strategies and economic policies as 
the worid was on the threshold of new 
political and social structures. 

Kuwait's Finance Minister Jassim 
Mohamed A1 Khorafi told reporters that 
although Arabs wish for an Arab 
common market, they had to realise that it 
was not yet possible. 

“Frankly, our regional gatherings have 
not yet bent able to co-ordinate between 
each other," Khorafi said. 


Nikkei Mock ntnge: 34890.97 
(-935.87) 

Volume 430 mil shs 
Yen exchange rale 146.47 

a 

4990 
2440 


Name of stock 
Ad van test C.orp 
Ann om Die 
Alps Barrie 
A ms da 

Asain Cnetn Ind 
Asahi Glass 
C. hoi. Co. 

Canal Inc. 

Cast Comp 
Dai Nippon Printing 
Daiidii Sciyaku 
DaiiippouPh 
Da : ihinku Corp 
ESs ii 

Fa iuc Lid. 

Fi |i Photo 
Ft jitsu Ltd. 

Hitachi Credit 
Hitachi Koki 
Hitachi Ltd. 

Hitachi Metal 
Honda Motor 
ItoYoltadoCo 
Kajima Com 
Kawasaki Hi 
Kobe Cast Iron 
Kokusai Elec. 
Komatsu Ltd. 
Kyocera Corp 
Marui 

Matsushita Ind 
Mat Electric 
Mazda MC 


1970 

1830 

1060 

1920 

984 

1550 

1540 

2200 

2650 

2680 

2010 

1960 

7900 

4100 

1490 

1620 

I960 

1480 

1520 

1650 

3860 

1970 

924 

1390 

4160 

1100 

6410 

3000 

3140 

2070 

905 


Ch 

-90 

-60 

-40 

-70 

-20 

-60 

-13 

-20 

-10 

-80 

-70 

-80 

-20 

-50 

-50 

-too 

-410 
-80 
-40 
-10 
-50 
-40 
-210 
-90 
-42 
-10 
-80 
-10 
-40 
+ 20 
-40 
-SO 
-25 


Mitsubishi t-orp 1530 - 50 

Mitsubishi Estate 2110 - 0 

Mitsubishi H F 1020 -20 

MilsuiRE 2420 -80 

MizunoCorp 1830 - 20 

MochidaPh 4240 -80 

NloriSeikiCo. 3910 -140 

NEC Corp 1840 - 20 

Nikon Corp 1460 - 40 

Nippon Shin Co 1380 -20 

Nippon Steel Corp 670 - 20 

Nippoodenso 2260 -40 

NitsukoCoip 1570 +10 

Nomura Sec 2870 -80 

Oleoma Mach 1720 -40 

Onward K Co. 2060 -130 

Orix Com 5500 -150 

Pioneer Elec Co. 5880 -0 

Renown Look Inc 2310 -30 

Sanyo EJecCo. 911 -24 

SecomCo.. Ltd. 5850 -180 

ShmEtsa Chcm 1640 - 40 

Shinricngen Elec /1310 -90 

Sony Corp '7900 - 20 

Sumitomo Elec Ind. 1540 -30 

Sumitomo Meial Ind. 751 -17 

Takeda Chemical 2060 -130 

TDK Corp 5800 -140 

Toldo Marine & Fire 1850 -20 

Tokyo Eke Power 5350 -100 

Tokyo Electron Ltd 3520 -60 

Toppan Printing 2080 - 20 

Toray Iodine. 918 -15 

Toshiba Corp 1120 -40 

Toyota Motor 2320 - 60 

Yaskawa Eke 1140 - 20 

Provided by N 
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Ranking (Mideast), Bahrain 
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DIDN'T Give THAT 
MUCH THOUGHT TO THE 
FOUNDATION FOR THE 
>v ^ WORL D TRA DE 

•? CENTER * Vr-‘ 



1. Llrij 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 
Q. i— Both vulnerable, as South you Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South you 


hold: 

*96542 7J63 i Q8 *1053 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Dbl ? 

Whai action do you take? 


hold: 

#K*762 T A3 ><M* *372 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
1 * Dbl ? 

What action do you take? 


I'm 

VERY TlPEP 
TMlS MOPNlf^ 


WHY GDM'T YoU 60 &ACV 

TO 0EP FOP A WHILE ? 


HAH... I PONY WANT 

TO WASTE THE PAY 



I’M LATE 6eCAU5E MY 
WIFE AND I HAP A FI3HT, 
AV5. CRUMAA. 


3H£ 6ANS I’M WOl^ulNS 
TOO LATE AMP FK1N&1N& 
HOME TOO MOCH WORK 
FROM THE OFFICE! 


UMUANPl VOUR 
FR06LE.M5 WITH 
WIFE ARE NONE OF 

MY , 

business! 


THE WIZARD OF’ 1 D — : By Brant Parker& Johnny Hart 


reAmMrm&JtiAT 
W0rt£>T\C* JO 
Of YOiil 




ANDY CAPP 



B.C« — By Johnny Hart 




TriecfsD PRDDdCTOF 
A CAE&.SSS MATADOR. 
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HE-MAN — By G. Fonon & J Shull 


=N^lMS CCCH C* T ^= 
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ACROSS 

1 Chicago airport 
6 Develop 2 

10 Patty, the golfer 

14 Actress Erin ; 

15 Incarnation ol 
Vishnu 

16 Susiana 

17 Stop, nautically 

18 Ancient lyre 

19 Tops 

20 Mr. Fi Kit’s 

22 Second word of 

a fairy tale 1 

23 Small hill 

24 Devoured i 

26 Weakened 

30 Singer from 
Melbourne 

32 — bargain 

33 Exploit ! 

35 — Park, Colo. 

39 Accumulated 
41 "He was not 
bom — Shak. 

43 Fight 

44 Restaurant 
critic Greene 

46 Pass by 

47 Travels by bus 
49 Motivates 

51 Fashion writer’ s 
concern 
53 Spelunker’s 
milieu 

55 Ptah’s bull 

56 Clip joint? 

62 Accompanied 
by 

63 Sutherland solo 

64 Historic city on 
the Nile 

65 Reverberate 

66 Raps 

67 Actress Burstyn 

68 "Asleep in the 

the — " 

69 "Waiting for the 
” — ' 'Robert -=- w ' w 

70 Dingles 


□OWN 

1 Khayyam 

2 Threw with 
force 

3 "I don’t give 

4 Tabula — 

5 Having nothing 
left out 

6 Lawn 

7 Bacon units 

8 Melville novel 

9 Distorted 

10 Place of 
transformation 

11 One way to 
marry 

12 Continued 
without pause 

13 Fbds 

21 Range of hills 

25 Hoosier 
humorist 
George 
and family 

26 Restorative 
resorts 

27 Egyptian 
dancing girt 


■28 — moss 

29 Napoleon's 
place? 

31 Maior ending 

34 Gambling 
chance 

36 Domesticate 

37 Actor Jannings 

38 Puts down, at 
bridge 

40 Smudge 

42 Shade of green 

45 Attribute 

48 Political 
argument 

50 Site of Castle 
AFB 

51 Ravor enhancer 

52 A church tax 

54 Demean 

55 Overcome by 
veneration 

57 Inland sea 

58 Store event 

59 Capitol — 

60 City on the Oka 

61 Lily, 
the diva 


wuat aiLiuii — - , 

A.— You have nothing to contribute a.— A ll good hands with a sound 10 
on defense and very little on of- points or better start with a redou- 
fense. If you raise spades to any ble. So redouble now and then sup? 1 
levei. all you will accomplish is to port spades at your next turn. That- 
highlight spade shortness in the ene- describes your hand to a tee. 
my hands. Pass. 

Q.2— Both vulnerable, as South you Q.5-Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold’ hold: 

#96542 76 v KJ83 * 732 #83 T AQ95 •’■QJ95 *K102 

The bidding has proceeded: The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West North East South West 

l # Dbl ? 1 * Dbl ? 

Whai action do you take?. What action do you take. 

A. You have little in defensive val- A. — As in the previous example, 

ues, but you can expect your hand show your strong hand by redou- 
to produce several tricks on offense, bling. Thai says nothing abou: 
Jump to three spades. After the spades — it asks partner to give you 
takeout double the jump raise be- the courtesy of the road over any 
comes preemptive, not forcing. runout by the enemy, so you car, 

double for penalties i? you wish. 

Q.3 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

#K762 983 0QJ95 *Q72 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
1 # Dbl ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — Ignore the takeout double and 
make the same response you would 
have made had East passed. Since 
you would normally have raised to 
two spades, make that bid now. 


Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

*83 9Q105 C>QJ95 *K1042 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
1 # Dbl ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — Again, ignore the* double and 
make the bid you would have made 
had East passed instead. One no- 
trump is the clear-cut action. 


ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE: 
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LB3B BEU1B nflElE! 
iranBB HBBB I9BBO 


ONLY 

358 , 

•BPfh 

cmami 









You are likely to make a mistake in 
your calculations and you should 
therefore check them carefully. 
Something you had been planning to 
do will not work out according to 
plan. Never mind, it will turn out to 
have been for the better. 



iff U Taurus 

.Wl 21 ■ >!«• 3) 

You will be annoyed by some petty 
setback and should instead 'try to 
take it in your stride. Your digestion 
will trouble you, and you should stick 
to more conventional foods. Do your 
best to stay on good terms with your 
colleagues. Be respectable. 


You should show a tittle more 
goodwill towards others. And do try 
not to take offence quite so easily. 
You are likely to tire quickly and 
should cry to get enough rest but also 
takea little more exercise. Be rcspcct- 
fuL 


Leo 

Jnl> 21 - *■* 21 


If you attempt to do too many 
things all at once you will end up by 
doing none of them properly. You 
are all too liable to get into bad 
habits, have another look atyouxself. 
Be reliable. 



Something you had hoped would 
not happen, but you will know how 
to cope with it. A tendency to exag- 
gerate and to go to extremes should 
be resisted. You should make sure 
you do not break a promise. Be alert. 


Scorpio 

Otf 23 - No* 22 


There is a better way of Healing 
with a routine matter only you must 
be prepared to learn a few new things. 
You should have a little more faith m 
yourself. Do not allow work to 
encroach upon your private life. Be 
tactful. 


You will tend to be forgetful, so do 
not rely too much on your memory. 
Do not trust to luck nor just hope 
that something that could well hap- 
pen will not- Instead try to leave as 
little as possible to chance. Be iruth- 
fuL 


Aquarius 

■hn M ■ Frtr 1* 


You should not be so fond of the 
sound of your own voice, instead 
hsien more carefully to what others 
are saying. You are liable to take too 
much for granted and should refrain 
from so doing. And do not underrate 
the ability of others. Be moderate. 



V I /Gemini 

V § 


You are more prone to infection 
and should take some elementary 
precautions. There is a greater risk of 
burglary so do not leave any doors or 
windows unlocked. Others will not 
behave just as you would wish them 
to. Be observant. 




Everything is takingjust that much 
longer so do not linger or otherwise 
waste rime. Ensure that you are not 
late for an appointment. Your lucky 
numbers are 20 and 37. Do not expect 
others to do for you what you know 
you should really do for yourself. Be 
loyal. 



You will be able to make good 
progress at work, but only if you 
wont really hard without allowing 
yourself to be distracted. A good idea 
will help you to deal with an unusual 
problem. Be sincere. 


There will not be time to do all you 
would like to do so do first what has 
to be done. Also try to spend a little 
more dm^with your partner and chO- 
dren. Do not hesitate to have a good 
laugh at yourself. Be consistent. 



'All right, all right . . . Hand over 
seven bucks." 


It's no use. \ can't sleep with this 
wallpaper." 
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LUZON 

>* s VISAYAS 

$?y^ AT MINDANAO 

XT Kami, ang mahusay na taga- 

PAGHATID NG MGA BAGAHE NiNYO. 


T4VAfiAM PQ ANG RIGA TAQMG NAG-MAM ALASAAIT 
SA INYO.., 



47937-4837650 
30 FAX: 4837851 
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IS THIS YOU !? 

'Get the load off your back’ 


CALL 

B00DAI 

CARGO 

FOB 

, t 

“Quick 

Door-to-Door 

r ing + Removals 
SEA + AIR 
FREIGHT 


TEL 481 7708- 
T& 30157 BM 


ACCOMMODATION 

For Rent 

KBFAN, Area 4, Muna Street. 
House No. 7. beside the Co- 
* operative branch. Mulhaq with 2 
bedrooms. Kitchen and bath- 
room. Tele. 4831178. 

. (AT5-HUS-3) 

AMMAN Street, near Madrase 
Sindabad, 2 bedroom flat wifo or 
without furniture. Rent KD110. 
Tele. Mr. Chadha. 4812386 off. 
5614689 Res. . 

, (AT5-51 623-3) 

Available 

NUGRA. Khaldoon Street, one 
room. furniBhed, with tele, 
fbcilittes. for one or two bachelors 
to share with an IncKan family. 
Rent - KD80. Tele. Oberoi, 
4740801. 2644645. res. 

■ (AT6-51 628-3) 

DA1YA Area 3. Street 37, House 
Tv Three rooms with water and 
ejecbrtatty for Pakistani and Indian 
families. Bus routes 14. 37, 38, 18, 
502. Contact Soud, after 5pm. 

} (AT5-51 620-3) 

SHARQ. behlndthefire brigade. 4 
.jb bedroom apartment available 
" fgo mMa rch. Rent KD170. Tele. 
2419327. upto 6 pm. 

; CAT5-51 604-3) 

SALMIYA, near the Fire Station, in 
Editable location, separate room 
in a double bedroom flat for 
liachetare or family Tele. Hattbur 
Rahman, 5723529 9 am- 1 pm. 4- 9 
pm. 

| (AT5-51 602-3) 

filHARQ. near the bus stop. 
Spacious room with or without 
meals for 2 bachelors or working 
girls. Tele Mrs Jaffar, 2453924, 8 
am - 1 .30 pm, 6 - 830 pm. 

7 CAT5-51601-3) 

MAIDAN Hawally. near the Union 
Hall. One room with telephone 
facilities for 1 or 2 bachelors to 
adhere with a Goan family. Rent 
- *KD 55. Tele 5639632, after 3 pm. 

(AT6-51640-3) 

FARWANIYA. One room with kit- 
chen facilities, for single or two 
bachelors, in a 2-bedroom fiat 
Verv convenient location. Tele. 
Caivalho. 2418634, 2418550. 

| (AT5-51613-33 

5ALWA. House 196. Block 7, 
Area 4. one room with water, elec- 
tricity and separate kitchen for a 

femiiy or bachelors to share with 

Gp Indian family. Rent KD50. Tele. 

M*” 2 ®' (ATS-51603-3) 

MADAN Hawalli. Accommoda- 
Ron wHh tele, facilities for Man- 
italcrean bachelors to share with 
* family. Tele. Nobee. 5642176, 
after 12.30 pm. 

(ATI-51644-2) 


Villas, half villas, 
flats, complete 
buildings, offices in 
all areas in Kuwaiti 
with or without 1 
swimming pool j 
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Al-Naaeeb & Khattar 


ADVERTISE 
IN THE 
ARAB TIMES 
FOR 
BETTER 
V RESULTS/ 


QAPtSIYA, Area 4. Street 45. 
House 16. Three rooms with 
water, electricity and tele, 
facilities for Pakistani and Indian 
families. Bus routes 16. 18. 14. 37. 
Tele. MrsZahida. 2520249, after 5 
pm. 

CAT5-51 619-3) 

FOR SALE 

Cars 

TOYOTA Royal Crown. ‘82 
model. Hack, full options. KD750. 
Interested only tele. 2400900 ext 
2182. 

(AT6-51KJ6-3) 
TOYOTA Cressida, 1988. AC. 
automatic, graphite, 50.000 kms, 
in excellent condition. Owner 
leaving Kuwait KD2750. cash. 
Tele. 5628159 res., after 6 pm. 

CAT1-51 646-2) 

GALANT Royal. 1988. Fully 
automatic, low mileage, in very 
good condition. Tele 5613675. 

(AT&-51 639-2) 
PORSCHE 928 a 1983. fully 
automatic, full options, burgandy 
colour, tow mileage, in excellent 
condition. Tela 5635630 res, 

CAT1-S1 652-3) 
MERCEDES 450 SLC. Coupe 78, 
in immaculate condition. Tele. 
Hasan Sultan. 2454236, 8 - 1 pm. 
4 - 7 pm, or 5381 269, after 8 pm. 

CAT5-51 609-3) 
NISSAN Uberta. 1 984. white, fully 
automatic, insured uptoOct1990. 
in very good condition. KD475. 
Tele. Naeem. 4832594. 8 am - 4 
pm, 3902063. after 430 pm. 

CAT5-51 594-3) 

Miscell aneous 

SEVEN pieces sofa, matching 
carpet centre table, two single 
beds and two cabinets. Philips 
rotating grill. Seb grill. All are at 
reasonable prices. Tele 5641260, 
9-11 am. 6-8 pm. 

(AT6-5 1627*2) 


MfflllfflYl HPfiMC IK 


MURA NA 
MABILIS PAH 
DOOR TO DOOR 
PHILIPPINES 

® 484-6009-*- 

Al Ibrahim 
Taxi 

Tel. 2400013. 
2400014,240001,5 

Faiwanlyo branch 

Tel. 4745600, 
4745900 


WANTED 

Beautician and 
Pedicure, 

(Filipino) 

fat a beauty sald5fr.“A3sbr 
. required secondhand ~ 
equipment for saloon. 
Ttf. 5323890 


AWtemal Establishment for 

Teaching Hairdressing 
ft Beauty Therapy. | 

Discount on the courses (5- 
15%) starts from! 9th Fob, to 
3rd Mach. 90. 

Courses start on 3rd March, 90. 
Monthly payment fodlltles. 

Superiorly equipped beauty 1 

section directed by qualified 
hakdressers and beauty therapists. 

N-Jahriya 
Teh 8323977/88 

8BW— 1:30 p» 3— Bpi \ 

BRAND new National VHS movie 
NV-M7EM camera. KD300. 
Tripod KD1 5. oil heater KD5, sofa 
set 3.1,1 in excellent condition, 
etc. Tele Arafat, 5740215. 8 am - 
10pm. - 

CAT6-51 636-3) 
SHAAB. 3-bedroom, non-central, 
spacious apartment fen- rent Items 
for sale, carpets, curtains, 3-door 
fridge and children bedroom set 
from 15-3-90. Tele 261 5688, 530- 
8.30 pm only. 

(AT6-5 1625-3) 

FLAT for sale in Jabrlya, 2 
bedrooms. AC, rent KD165 with 
water. Reasonable price. Tele. 
5323890. 

CAT5-51614-3) 
GARAGE sale: All household 
equipment furniture, dishwasher, 
washing machine, dryer, clothes, 
plants, garden furniture etc. at 
Salwa. Area 2. Street 9. House 65. 

CAT5-51 593-3) 

HOUSEHOLD furniture, Westirv 
g house refrigerator, carpet and 
Philips TV 26", white, in good 
condition, and good price. Tele 
3720317. 

(AT6-5 1634-2) 

SOFA sets and other furniture, 
TV, video and many household 
items for sale. Also used office 
furniture. Tele. 2662235. 

CAT5-51 599-3) 
CONTENTS of one bedroom flat 
in Farwaniya for sale. Cheap 
price. Also flat available for rent 
from 1.3.90. Rent KD100. Tele. 
4813357. 9033051. 

CAT5-51617-3) 
SPACIOUS two-bedroom flat for 
sale, near the Kuwait International 
HoteL Rent KD165. One' Wuriitzer 
pane. KD250. Also one-bedroom 
flat in Bandra. Tele. Mr De MeOo. 
2446356. 8 am -B pm. 

(AT 1-5 1647-3) 

HOUSEHOLD items — single 
and double bed. baby cot sofa. 
TV trolley etc. for sale. Tele. 
4312908. 

CAT4-51579-3) 


Job opportunity 

Required 5 heavy duty mechanics and one auto 
electrician 

For a new equipment maintenance company. 

Minimum previous experience 5 years In similar field 
English language preferable. 

Must have transferable residences. 

If interested, please send your C V. to the following address: 

K.I.M.E.C. Co., W.L.L 

P.O. Box 28548, Safat 13126 Kuwait 

Tab 2428346 

2422428 


Door 
to door... 

Oh dear! 

. I should 
X have called 
/) Alghanim... 

No one does it better. 

The biggest IAT A 
■'£? freight agent in Kuwait. 


Customer Services Tel: 

4745533 


Ighanim 


I * . * • t 



m Sea-Freight . Air Nja 
Packing 

FotahMl 3023496/B - Sharq 2460972/3 
Muxgab 24 12585/241 8681 


Villas, half villas and 
flats with swimming 
pool 

Teh 2401908 - 2407677 
2451489-2451476 
FAX 2403260 

The AH Real Estate 

\8BB9^ 

GJAT1D 

JlGAYA 

. PHILIPPINES 

8 483-9009 
483-9889 
* FAST-RELIABLE « 

GENERAL 

SERVICE 

For all your shifting with 
transportation painting, wall 
papering carpet & villa cleaning. 
We are at your service, with 
skilled workers. We are also 
buying and selling furniture. 
Contact; Mr Stanley 
701:4746877 
AIMawasIniTrdg. 


Al-Naaeeb & Khattar Co. W.I.I. 

Avoid excess luggage charges 
Airfreight it! 

§ 484-6009 


AL-WAZZAN STORE 


VIRUS KILLER 

MORE THAN 60 VIRUSES 

KD. 1/-ONLY. 

VIP-88- A , 

VIP-88-C 

VIP-286-XT 


IBM COMPATIBLE'S 

fcCPU 8088 

V. OPERATED 
8BTT 


”1P MHZS ~ 
17—S1 

12MHZS 
4.9— SI 


1 MHZS 
10.9- Si 





COOKER, KD60; Refrigerator 
KD60. Tele. 5335482 (leave mes- 
sage if no answer). 

CAT5-51616-3) 

AMERICAN style 2-bedroom 
apartment fully furnished, in Fla- 
ts® with appliances, for sale. Rent 
KD135 including water. Tele. 
3902539. after 6 pm. 

(ATI -51 637-3) 

Boats 

SAILING boat Vulcan. 16ft. full 
equipment trailer, sails, trapez. 
needs some repair, KD175. Tele. 
5656485. 

(AT5-51593-3) 

SERVICES 

Baby Sitting 

BABYSITTING facilities available 
with an experienced lady in Sal- 
miya. opp. the Fire Brigade. Tele 
5631456. 

(AT6-51 638-33 

Tuition 

MUSIC (keyboard playing tech- 
nique and systematic theory) for 
eges 5-50 years, given at home, 
by a Canada trained Indian con- 
sultant in music. Tele. 254T093, 
before 12 noon. 

CAT6-51 622-3) 

Transport 

REQUIRED from Salmiya to 
.Jabriya, 7.15 am and 1245 pm. 
Tele. 5323890. 

CAT5-51614-3) 

REQUIFED for a lady from Nugra 
to Sharq. 4 times a day. Tele. 
2652461 

CAT5-51 612*3) 
REQUIRED from Mai dan Hawalli. 
near foe Ministry of Defence to 
Salmiya. behind the petrol pump 
at 730amand return 1 .30 or 2 pm. 
Tele. Clement 4833882 7 am - 3 
pm or 5617107, after 2 pm. 

CAT5-51618-3) 


The All Real Estate 

2401908 ■■■■ h mm 94* 

2407677 VILLAS 241 

JABRIYA: New ViHa 2 floors 

3bed3bam0oodtor2tamifles I 

BAYAN: 

1 storey! floor 3 bed 3 bom , 

1 storey 4 bed 3 baRi beautiful ktahen ....... 

2 storey new good tor 2 tardies 

MISHRIF: 

2 dewy 5 bed wBh garden kd 650 

2 storey 6 bed „„KD 650 

New 2 storey detuxe KD100G 

2 storey 7 bed swimming pool KD 900 

SALWA: 

2 storey 5 bed 4 bath new _ 

2 storey 6 bed 4 baft new 

2 storey 5 bed new garden _ 

QURTUBA: 

1 storey 4 bed 3 bath basement wim 
muBwq carpet curtato _ 

SURRA: 

5 bed 5 bath two storey L. 

YARM0UK: 

Nm 2 storey lor two tanfflte 


2451 489 
2411476 

KD 1200 

KD 500 

KD 700 

KD 900 


KD 600 

KD 750 

KD 750 


KD 900 

— KD 700 

KD7D00 


Fax: 2403260 


Office time 8 am - 9 pm 


TAXI 

AL-WEHDA 

TAXI ON CALL 
24 HOURS 
SERVICE 

2666673 
2666693 
2666674 
2666694 


•ABU DHABI • CAIRO • AMMAN • DOHA • DUBAI • BAHRAIN 

sWEEK END 



REQUIRED 

A female 

... SECRETARY 
with 5 yeas' experience 
in word processing and 
typing. Must also have 
Arabic Knowledge. 

Tel: 2441746, 
2466348. 


Take a mini break vacation on 
any weekend throughout the year. 
Starting from only KD. 5(V-, you 
can get away from it all to 
Cyprus, Cairo, London, tafia or 
any GCC country. Visas can be 
easily arranged. So, now you don't 
have to wait for an official holiday 
_ to have a little vacation., Come by 
bur offices and well be glad to 
help you make arrangement for 
your mini break. 




^flghai 




ram travel 


• SuMUiWaUEa. 377J > hM Cky VOB1DO 

• HMMMOIHO •MWaSttXBZ •FManinM 
■UMMimOTU •M«ja2M3JZ7 


STAR 


39/- 


REQUIRED for one person from 
Ahmadi to Al Rai and return. 
Office timings: 8 am to 5 pm. Tele. 
Mr Zafar. 39821 74, after 6 pm. 

• (AT5-5 1608-3) 

NAME CHANGE 

I. GAIKWAD SHUSHILA 
MOTTRAM, holder of Indian pass- 
port No J 314294 embraced taJam 
and changed by name to Salma. 

(ATI-51645-3) 

I. SHAMSUDDIN. holder of Pak- 
istani Passport No. D -0944 95 
hereby wish to change foe name 
of my daughter Marina Shams to 
Mariyam Shams whose date of 
•birth is 7-4-1 986. 
(AT6-51621-2) 

PETS 

PERSIAN cats in attractive 
colours, 8 weeks old, cute and 
very friendly, house-trained for 
sale. Tele. 5741 154 
(ATI-51641-3) 

SITUATIONS 

Vacant 

HOUSEMAID required. Indian or 
Sri Lankan for an Indian family 
with two chi Wren. Full-time or live- 
in at Jabriya. Must have 
experience with babies. Tele 
5320139. 

(AT6-5 1633-2) 

Wanted 

HOUSEMAID and cook seek job. 
Tele. 4767568. 

(AT5-51 429-3) 
HOUSEMAID required, part-time 
(evenings). Tele. Taiseer. 
5644794.5640198,7-9 (evenings). 

(AT6-51631-3) 
MAID and driver required, 
preferably Filipino, fry a British 
family, full or part-time. Tele. 
Nimmr. 2453707. 2404785. 

(ATI-51643-2) 




% 


Each day\. 
in the 
classified 
pages of the 
Arab Times 
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EVENTS 




SPORTS 


0 

AJtAB TIMES, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24 , ^ 

Cup favourites fail to impress ! ^ 


KAC ex-employees honoured 


The reservations staff of Kuwait Airways Corporation held a farewell party at the Meridlen Hotel under the 
sponsorship of the Assistant Commercial Manager, Ahmad Al Hilal. The party was attended by 150 
reservation employees at the company and a number of senior officials. 

Hilal presented two gifts, on behalf of the reservation staff, to Nadera Dwaidar and Sounia Erfah who 
resig ned recently. Both of the honoured have served the company for a long time and they were also given 

letters of gratitude and other gifts. 



9.00 The Opening and Holy 
Quran 

9.15 Cartoons 

9.45 Allah Ya Hob Al 
Watam Local children 
play 

10.30 Varieties 

11.00 Children feature film 

12.45 National varieties 

1.00 News summary 

1.05 The World Today via 
Satellite (repetition) 

1.30 Eidak Ya Watan: 
Local programme 
which includes 
national varieties and 
some interviews and 
other varieties like (1) 
Saham Al Fadha: Car- 
toon serial (2) Wa 
Qala Hakeem: His- 
torical serial (3) Noor 
Al Islam: Religious 
programme (4) 
Security and Citizens: 
Local programme 

9.00 News in Arabic 

9.45 National variety 

10.15 Thaib Al Nashama: 
Beduin serial, starring 
Gfaanem Al Saleh, Ah 
Al Mufeedi, and 
Rouhi Al Safadi. 

1.15 News Summary 

1.20 The World Today via 
Satellite 

1.45 Holy Qura? and 
Closedown 


Dutch, Italians draw 0-0 


ROTTERDAM, Feb 23, 
(Reuter): The Netherlands and 
Italy, among the hot favourites 
to win this summer's World Cup, 
again failed to impress during a 
tedious and goalless soccer frien- 
dly played out in a half-empty 
stadium on Wednesday. 

The Dutch, missing only their 
inspirational skipper Ruud 
Gullit, lacked the imagina tion 
which made them 1988 
European champions while the 
World Cup hosts now have a 
miserable scoring record on only 
one goal from their last five 

The closest eithercame to find- 
ing the net was a 20-metre drive 
from Ajax Amsterdam midfiel- 
der Jan W outers two minutes 
after halftime which thudded 
back off the inside of a post with 
I talian goalkeeper Walter Zenga 
beaten. 

Italy's best chance fell to 
defender Pietro Vierchowod 12 


minutes later when he raced on to 

a Carlo Ancelotti through ball, 
springing the Dutch offside trap. 

His clear run was halted 25 
metres out by a reckless neck- 
high challenge from Dutch 
goalkeeper H ans van Breukelen 
which brought the Dutchman 
the game’s only yellow card. 

Vierchowod was lucky to 
escape a caution himself for a 
series oflate tackles on European 
Footballer of the Year Marco 
van Basten in an untidy game 
tittered with petty fouls. 

Van Basten was replaced mid- 
way through the second half by 
PSV Eindhoven striker Wim 
KiefL Van Basten's AC Milan 
and Netherlands team-mate 
F rank Rijkaard played just the 
4 first half. 

The Italian club had requested 
the pair only 45 minutes each to 
help keep them fresh for coming 
club commitments. 

The Dutch fielded nine of their 


1988 European championship 
team with John Bosnian deputis- 
ing for Gullit and 20-year-old 
Richard Witschge of Ajax mak- 

inghis debut in the left midfield, a 

problem position since Arnold 
Muhren retired two years ago. 

However, their passing often 
went astray with Barcelona 
tibero Ronald Koeman wasting 
possession with alarming 
frequency. 

The I talians , without four of 
their most gifted players, domin- 
ated early on with Roma midfiel- 
der Giuseppe Giannini hammer- 
ing a half volley just past the 
upright after six minutes. 

They again went dose on the 
half-hour as Witschge gave the 
ball away to Fernando de 
Napoli, who sent Napoli team- 
mat e Andrea Carnevale away on 
the right- But Witschge scorned 
back to dear the cross before it 
readied the unmarked Roberto 


Baggio. 

Zenga had to sprint from hisi 
tine to whisk a Wouters’ pass off 
Gerald Vanenburg's toe after 52* 
minutes and later- parried an* 
awkward bouncing shot front 
Erwin Koeman. T 

The Italians made threq, 
second half substitutions bu$ 
failed to add any spark as ihe 
game petered out to a draw. 

**I saw just 25 minutes ot 
reasonable soccer and the gW 
overall was disappointment tq 
me,” said assistant Dutch coad\ 
Nol de Ruiter, deputising for q 
convalescent Thijs Libregts. - 

“I took Van Basten off 
because be didn't contribute 
enough in the second half," De 
Ruiter said, adding that Rijk- 
aard was suffering a knee injury.' 

Gullit, who has a serious knee 
injury which could rule him ooi 
of tin: World Cup finals, was 
dearly missed. 




Belgium hold Sweden 


KTV2 


Ambassador of Sri Lanka distributes prizes 

Latif Sheriff dean, ambassador of Sri Lanka presents the Airlanka free ticket to H J.S. Kumarasing he, winner 
of ihe raffle held on the occasion of the Sri Lanka National Day SportsmeeL The awards were given at a 

dinner held at Ramada Al Salem Hotel. 


CINEMA . ; . 


Al Andalus 

Hall booked 

AlSahmya 

Hall Booked 

AlHamra 

Batman 

Drive-in 

Arabic film 

AIFirdoos 

Agnee Path 

FahabedOpea 

Arabic film 

AlJahra 

The Sumvatist 

Granada 

Enter the Dragon 
Sulaibikhat 
i Arabic film 
| Jleeb 

Accident Swaga tham 
Ahmadi Drive-in 
i Arabic film 


Daum of France 

THE Daum people havefallenfor Hilton McConnico, a charming 
“man of all trades" who has managed to bring a contemporary re- 
reading of the botanical inspirations of art nouveau to the French 
company. 

McConnico is a painter, stylist, decorator, photographer, producer 
and designer. At the age of 16, he graduated in the first class from the 
Art School in Memphis.Tennessee.US, where he founded his dressmak- 
ing firm. Then he set up in business in Paris, where he worked for Ted 
Lapidus, Yves Saint-Laurent and Vuitton. As early as 1973, he became 
interested in designing sets for filmmakers, and in 1984 he obtained the 
Cesar award for the best art direction for J J. Beinex La Lune Dans le 
Caniveau. He also went into production of advertising films and 
musical dips, directed spectacles and held exhibitions for Jansen, the 
Gaieties Lafayette and more recently, Hermes. 

The need to diversify his activities continually has led McConnico to 
work Daum. He discovered that “glass paste" could be aprickly means 
of expressing one of his favourite inspirations: cacti. 

In this medium, he has found the poetry and sensuality of these | 
plants, which fascinated him for a long time. Thus, he founded the 
Cactus series for Daum Cristal. France. 



5.00 Opening announ- 
cement & Holy Quran 

5.10 Walt Disney cartoons: 
'Disney goes to the 
Academy Awards. A 
look at Disney movies 
and cartoons during 
50 years. 

6.00 Childrens Film: 
‘Huckleberry Finn'. 
The river adventures 
of Mark Twain's 
scapegrace hero. 

8.00 News in English 

8 JO A documentary infor- 
mation programme. 

9.00 Quantum Leap: 
'Americanisation of 
Machico*. Charlie's 
dad refuses to accept 
Machico as his son’s 
wife. Sam. with the 
help of the invisible 
man, has to make her 
an acceptable daugb- - 

- ter- in-law. 

10.00 The Ultimate Stunt- 
man: A tribute to Dar 
Robinson. The man of 
stunt movements who 
participated injalmost 
every film made in 
Hollywood. ■ 

11.00 Feature film: ‘Des- 
perado: The Outlaw 
Wars'. Starring: Ran- 
dolf Scott, Gletmford, 
Evelyn Keyes. A gun- 
man rides into town to 
cause trouble, instead 
he finds romance and 
renews an old friend- 
ship. 

12.00 News in Brief 
12.30 Magazine D’Actuatite 


BRUSSELS, Belgium, Feb 23. 
(AP): Belgium's goalies made 
some remarkable saves Wednes- 
day to thwart Sweden's attacks 
as the two reams played to a 
goalless draw in a World Cup 
preparation game. 

A crowd of 9,000 often booed 
Belgian coach Walter Meeuws 
and his team, which played its 
third successive mediocre *n»tnh 
Meeuws has been increasingly 
_ criticised after Belgium only 

* drew 1-l at home against Luxem- 
bourg to qualify for the World 
Cup and lost 2-0 in Athens 
against Greece in a first exhibi- 
tion game. 

Sweden looked sharper 
throughout the match and but 
bad luck and excellent saves by 
Belgian goalies Michel Preud- 
'Homme and Filip DewQde den- 
ied the team any goals. 

Both teams started out heas- 
tantly and had problems 
throughout the first half to aet up 
fluent combinations. Belgium 
tried to weave closely-knit pass- 
ing pattern in midfield but was 
bothered by the bumpy field. 
Chances were few. Ajax striker 



Colombia 
beat Chivas 
for trophy 




Preud'Homme (left) saves a shot from Pettoreson. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Pettersson was a few indies short 
to push home a loose ball in a 
goalmouth scrimmage in the 
11th minute but Preud'Homme 
sc ramb led well to deny him the 
chance. 

A minute later Sweden’s 


goalie, Thomas Ravelli, had to 
be just as alert to push a kft-foot 
half-volley of Belgian striker 
Michel Degryse in comer. It 
proved the only memorable 
attack from Belgium in the 

mMtrh- 


AH entries tor tho What’s 
On Column can bo sent by 
telex (22332) to Events Section 
or hand delivered dally, 
except Thuredays, from 12 
noon to 4 pm, at the Arab 
Times Office In Shuwalkh. 
Photographs win also be con- 
sidered for publication. 
Phoned-ln entries will not bo 
accept e d. 


Two major US ' 
Leagues merge 


NEW YORK. Feb 23, (Reuter): The 
United States tooka big step towards 
a National Soccer League yesterday 
when the two major regional League s 
announced they were merging to 
form the American Professional Soc- 
cer League. 

The Western Soccer League and 
the American Soccer League, whose 
members are all Eastern teams, 
issued a joint announcement saying 
that after a year of negotiations they 
were immediately unifying their bns- 
ness and marketing operations to try 
to attract funding born major cor- 
porations. 

They will operate different 
schedules for this year ax lost, with 
the two champions meeting in a 
playoff, but wffl continue working on 
a combined schedule. 


Spain score ir 


ALICANTE, Spain. Feb 23, (Reuter): A first half goal from winger Manolo 
Sanchez was enough for World Cup finalists Spain to beat Czechoslovakia 1-0 
in a friendly soccer international on Wednesday. 

In one of the few inspired moments of a mostly scrappy match, Manolo 
trapped a42nd inmate cross from midfielder Roberto Fernandez in the penalty 
area and dribbled round a defender before drilling the ball home. 

The victory was Spam’s first against Czechoslovakia since 1967. 

Spain attacked consistently in the first half and opened up several scoring 
opportunities while the Czechoslovaks, without a number of their leading 
players, were dangerous only in occasional counter-attacks. 

Spam’s coach Luis Suarez said be was satisfied with the performance of his 
team against Czechoslovakia, who were also using the game as a warm-up for 
the finals in Italy in June. 

“It was positive for us and I think we played well because the Czechs were an 
awkward team to handle,” he said. 

The Czechoslovak defcnden dominated in .the penalty area because of their 
s® 

'stance. 

The second half lacked rhythm, with Spain replacing five players and the 
Czechoslovaks making two snbstitntions. 


LOS ANGELES. Feb 23, (Reuietf 
World Cup qualifier Colombia beat 
Mexican team Chivas . o( 
Guadalajara in a hard-fought match 
to win a four-team soccer tour-j 
nament at the Los Angeles Colisemq 
yesterday. \ ; 

The only goal of the match Was 
scored by Colombia's Alexis Men- 
doza on an assist from BemgfSq 
Redin in the 54th min ute of play. - •> 

Two players were eject ed in the test 
two minutes ofthe mitchforrbilgn 
play, Colombian defender' Luis 
Carlos Perea and Chivas' Gdtai^ ianihr 
AreDano. qL, 

Colombia's wm yesterday folfawi ^ 

a 1-0 defeat ofthe Soviet Uhtdrimibe 
tournament onTuesday on a j 
shootout after the teams wem j 
ss in regulation play'. * iA 
.The Soviet Union beat Costa Rial ■ 

2-Uo take third place. j 

An 'aggressive Soviet side over* 
came a one-goal Costa Rican lead at 
the end of the first half to win the 
match. Both teams have qualified for 
the World Cup m Italy tins year, i • 

Striker Juan Cayasso scored the 
first goal of the match with a direct 
ftee kick from just over 20 yards oig 
in the 35th minute to put the Costf 
Ricans ahead. 

«. Despite astrong attack and skfiUql 
r passing, the Soviets were unable 
score until midway - through, iff 
second bait . , . 

Soviet midfielder Gennadi litdv- 
chcnko SCOTed unassisted wtih a lock 
from the rightside in the 68 th minute 
that bounced in off tire opposite post 
to even the score at l-l. • 

Forward Fedor Cherenkov fired 
in a 10-yard kick from in front ofthe 
goal in tire 76th minute with an assist 
from team-mate Oleg Protasov t |0 
bring the Soviets ahead. ; 

Despite the win, Soviet head coach 
Valeri Lohanovsky said he was 
with the team’s. 

with 


Spain are in Group E for the first round of the finals, with Belgium, Uruguay 
and South Korea, while Czechoslovakia will play in Group A with hosts Italy, 


Austria and die United States. 


e were totally un 
our performance. We are only satis- 
fied with the result," Lohanovsky 
said. 

“The performance of the team 
does not match the structure that we 
have developed in preparation for 
the World Cup, ana that has to <fo 
with the condition of the playenC" 
Lohanovsky said. 5 


King sues Douglas for $75 milliori 


WHAT’S ON 


ARTS 


Hobby Centre 

FELTCRAFT as a medium 
for children to make pictures, 
flowers, toys etc. with tell. This 
new craft" course will start 
Fcbruarv 27th and March 4th 
for 6 weeks for children from 8 
Nears old. Tel: 561S847. 
5317354 
Seminar 

THE seminar al ihe DAA. 
on Arabic and European Art in 
The Licit 1 , of Zodiacal Symbol- 
isir. h.i* been postponed. It will 
i iv ci\en during the period Feb 
. n* Match II, 1990. Morning 
; sessions on Sunday ar d T ucv 
day 1 1 A*C - 1 2.30 am or evening 
! xssion on Sunday and T uesday 
: t»iH) - ”.50 pm. Rcgistratioi. 

: maybe made by phoning the 
J^ar .V V.har Al Islanttvvuh. 
Tc: 243115:6. 245325c. 

• SOCIAL 

1 Flute recital 

PRESENTED by a group of 
j 4 young Austrian artists at the 
■ Kuwait International Hotel on 
24th February at 8.00pm. Win- 
ners of ihe first pri 2 e at the 

• Youth Musicians' Festival in 

• A us! ria. hey ha vc rcconkd for 
; the radio and television in Italy, 
: Luxembourg. Switzerland, 
. USSR. Egypt and Austria. In 
t the Terrace Room. Tele: 

2530000 e\l S039/S040 


Children's variety show 

RANGDHANU. a chil- 
dren's variety show which 
includes a play, will be staged 
on March l. Thursday at the 
Theatre Hall of Kuwait 
University Law Faculty. 
Shuwaikh campus, at 6.30 pm. 
For cards contact 4S4075**. 
4312730. 4.3122S0. 4733106 or 
3729425. 

Goan Walters Society 
MARCH 2 - Friday Goan 
Welfare Society meeting will be 
held at Ramada Salam Hotel 
on 2nd March at 10 am foll- 
owed by a reception at 1 2 noon 
for the Goan fcotbai; team w ho 
won ihe exhibition match 
recently in Kuwait Goa vs 
Kerala" 

Sultan Gallery 
INDIAN artist Shomima 
. Farid is show ing a collection of 
her latest works at the Suliar. 
Gallery, near Roils Rovce 
showroom. A wide selection of 
subjects are featured in the 
paintings of the artist. who has 
exhibited widely in Kuwait and 
overseas. However, this is 
Shamima's first solo-c\hibi- 
tion in Kuwait. Open daily 
from 9 am to I pm and 4 to 5 
pm. 

Act ... 

ACTS production of *.r.c 
Skin of Our Teeth al LAS. 
Salwn. 8 pm. Feb 27. 2S and 
March 1. Directed by George 
Plautz. For reservations please 
call 5725071. 57317S2. 


Robbie In the lobby 

ROBBIE 2002 a remote con- 
trol robot over 1.2 metre lull 
will be performing in the main 
lobby of the Kuwait Inter- 
national Hotel on 23rd, 24th 
and 25th February at 2.00 pm 
and 6.00 pm. It can greet, talk, 
rotate, bow backwards and for- 
wards. tap dance and perform 
many other tricks to entertain 
children of all ages. It has made 
over 200 television appearan- 
ces' the most successful being 
the British TV Quiz show 3.2. 1 
having over P million viewers 
and was seen across the world. 
Tickets on sale now. KD1.000 
rvr person. Tele: 2530000 ext 
S040. 

Rainbow and Philippine Youth 
Band performance 

ON the occasion of Kuwait’s 
National Day. the Rainbow 
Band and the Philippine Y outh 
Band will be performing at 4:00 
to 7.W pm on February 22 to 
February 25 at the Entertain- 
ment City -Doha. 

Israa & Mtraj function 

LECTURES or. Israa & 
Mira: by well renounced per- 
sons at Masjid Al Abu Baker. 
?0. Shura Istiqlal. Dasmah 
(near Indian embassy! on 
2.3.2.1990 at 5.30 pm. 

Kuwait Welsh Society 

ST. DAMD's Day buffci 
dinner Thursday. 1st March 
1«90 at Mxsstlah Beach Hotel. 
For more information ring 
371 346". 3912384, 5625316. 


Milad mahfil 

A Milad mahfil has been 
organised by the Bandhan 
Natya Chakra on Feb 28, at 
6 30 pm at the Bangladesh 
Embassy (Khaldya), to pay 
tribute to the martyrs of the 
Language Movement. 

The Ambassador of Ban- 
gladesh K.M. Shehabuddin 
will be the chief guest All Ban- 
gladeshis are cordially invited. 

11 Annual one act Play Com- 
petition 

INDIAN Arts Circle 
announces the II Annual One 
Play Competition to be held in 
May 1990. The competition is 
open to Plays in any Indian 
language including English. 
Awards shall include Best Play 
( 1 st 2nd & 3rd). Best Director, 
Best Actor &. Actress. Best 
Child Actor. Best Stage Setting 
and Best Acting Performance 
from each team. Registration 
form with rules & regulations 
are available from Indian Arts 
Circle office at Fimaitees. Last 
dale of submitting registration 
form with required details is 
28th February. 1990. 

Please contact I AC office 
(Tel. 3904817) for further 
details. All Indian associations 
engaged in theatrical activities 
are requested to join. 

Bite 'n' Pieces 

An interesting 8 week course 
m patchwork and quilling tech- 
niques. For details contact Tel. 
5634663. 


NEW YORK, Feb 23, (Reuter): Boxing 
promoter Don King fileda breach of contract 
suit against new heavyweight champion 
James “Buster" Douglas on Thursday and 
sought an injunction to block him from defen- 
ding his title without King's permission. 

King took the action in Manhattan Federal 
Court against Douglas and his manager John 
Johnson, as a suit was filed against him in 
Nevada to invalidate his claim that he has 
options to promote Douglas’ next five fights. 

The court moves could upset p lan* for 
Douglas to defend his title against top-ranked 
contender Evander Holyfield later this year. 
Promoter Bob Arum said on Wednesday that 
the fight depended on the outcome of any 
lawsuits. 

The suit filed by Don King Productions, 
seeking a total of at least 575 million in 
damages, also named the Mirage Hotel in Las 
Vegas and its parent company. Golden Nug- 
get, which have offered Douglas S25 milli on 
to defend his title against Holyfield at the 
Mirage. 

King alleged that Golden Nugget and 
Mirage interfered with a contract be had with 
Douglas to represent him in future bouts if he 
was named “undisputed world heavyweight 
champion"after his bout against Mike Tyson 
in Tokyo on February 1 1 . 

Douglas knocked out the previously 
undefeated Tyson in one of the most stunning 
upsets in boxing history, sabotaging plans for 
a fight between Tyson and Holyfield- King 
has since been trying to arrange a Tyson- 
Douglas rematch. 

Mirage and Golden Nugget launched a 
court offensive of its own against King in 
Nevada, arguing that the stale's athletic com- 
mission has a rule banning promoters from 
having option on fighters. 

Holyfield' scamp said earlier yesterday that 
it did not expect to have a problem with the 
Mirage's proposaL 

“Although we have yet to receive any offers 
from the Mirage, we do not anticipate any 
difficulty in reaching an agreement for the 
multimOlion dollar bout," promoter Dan 
Duva said in a statement. 

“We look forward to meeting with 
representatives of Douglas and the Mirage as 
soon as possible.” 

Holyfield's m an a ger . Ken Sanders, said in 



few pounds and take on former heavyweight 
champion Mike Tyson. 

“Everybody wants a piece of him now* 
Hearns said, according to Wednesday's edi- 
tions ofhis hometown newspaper, the Detroit 
Free Press. ’ 

“I'm a wallring-around 182 pounds (82 
kilogrammes) right now, so I can get near 
enough to 200 pounds (90 kilogrammes)^ 
Hearns said. “If Tyson will come down 20 , 
pounds (9 kilogrammes) to 200 and tram the 
way he did for Buster Douglas, I’d fight him in 
a minute." 

M Five t un e world boxing champion SugsOr 
Ray Leonard says he does not fed any burn- 
ing desire fight again unless the phone should 
ring with a challenge from marvellous Marvin 
Hagler. 

‘At this 

damn 
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ax uns point m my career it has to be for. 
mn good reason to fight again," Leo 


It has to be for abig reason and no one ebic 
presents that kind of motivation than 
Hagkr,"hesaid. 

1 f ot ^ d ,^^8l cr squared off only once, 
on April 6, 1987 m Las Vegas. In a remarkable . 
performance from a man who had not fought 
m more t han two years, Leonard ducked and 
weaved, jabbed and covered up to snatch a 12-a _ 
round split decision victory that end*»*':'~ 
Hagler’s seven year championship reign. 1 

. Since then Leonard registered big payday 

0 — — . victoricsoYer Canadian Donny Lalonde and 

■ World champion Mark Breland Panama’s Roberto Duran and fought w(a 

knocking out Britain's Lloyd Honeygfaan in u American Tommy HearnS. 

their World Boxing Association (WB A) wei- *? agler bomg after the Leonard botit 

terweight title fight on March 3 before to Italy to pursue an acting career, 

graduating to a heavier division. “*e recent financial success of peep 

-SSS!S2BK«a« SSS5S8SSS 


Breland at a press conference in London on 
Thursday to promote his fighL (Reuter wire- 
photo) 

a statement hr --iC'le ia Lood that the Mirage 
was “prepared to otiu- Holyfield more than 
he has been offered for any other bout for the 
fight against Douglas." 


unified champion and then to move up a 
Breland told a news conferenced 
if I catch him right it will be a knockouL" 


the so-called senior circuit have 
rumours in the boxing world or 
return to the ring. 
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For me it has to be a stimulus 
...so i can put myself through that kind of 

iTUinmP rranmm airan. »- ? 


dliketoputona Gaining regimen again. 
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Imran to donate $ 55,000 award to charity 


i - 


MELBOURNE. Austral!:*, Feb 23. (AP): 
Pakistan captain Iraran Khan said yesterday 
be would donate his winnings as International 
Cricketer of the Year towards establishing a 
cancer hospital in Pakistan. 

Imran won a S55,000four-wheel drive vehi- 
cle after edging Australian batsman Dean 
Jones by 1.1 points is the award that was 
announced yesterday. 

Imran, who is leading Pakistan into the 


World Series Cup finals series begriming 
against Australia, said he and his teammates 
had decided not to split up the proceeds 
among the touring party as was usually the 
case. 

H i am happy to say that we all derided to 
donate the proceeds of the car to a cancer 
hospital which I am trying to set up in Pakis- 
tan," Imran said. “Some good is going to be 
done for winning the prize." 


Joses scored three Test centuries this 
Season, is the leading one-day batsman and 
had been leading the voting until Tuesday's 
final one-day qualifying match in Sydney. 

Imran needed the -maximum 15 votes from 
the two umpires and three Australian telev- 
ision commentators to overtake Jones and 
received them after sending down a double- 
wicket maiden final over to bowl Pakistan to 
victory . He had earlier scored 56 runs. 


Only throe Australians have won the award 
since its inception in 1979-80. 

Fast bowler Dennis Lillee won in 1980-81 
while ofTspinncr Bruce Yardley was successful 
the following year and current Test batsman 
David Boon claimed the award in 1987-88. 

West Indian captain Viv Richards has won 
the award three times, in 1979-80, 1983-84 and 

1984-85. 
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England 
draw with 
Jamaica 

KINGSTON, Jamaica, Feb 23, 


Az haruddin slams ton 

Indians rally against Kiwis 
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; inexperienced J amaican attack 
with a spectacular 124 as England 
last match before the first cricket 
Test against West Indies predicta- 
bly aided in a draw, on Wednesday. 

After bowling Jamaica out for 
311 to gain a first innings lead of 94, 
England declared at 248 for four to 
rive themselves brief bowling prac- 
tice. 

Jamaica had made 44 for two in 
> 14 ovtts by the end of the third and 
final day. 

Opener Larkins faced only 123 
balls and retired with the. score at 
180 for one from 41 overs. Sup- 
posedly he had cramped, but almost 
certainly be left the field to alio w the 
middle order some batting practice. 

Larkins blasted 21 from the final 
over he faced, hitting off-spinner 
Nehcmiah Perry for two huge sixes 
as well as two fours. 

But with the- exception of Lark- 
ins, who hit 15 fours and four sixes 
in his second hundred of the tour, 
none of the England batsmen 
played with any authority on a 
doafe pitch. 

' Robin Smith and Allan Lamb 
were both bowled by balls from 
Clive Banton. which kept low , Smith 
faffing third ball for a .duck and 
Lamb spending 13 overs over 17. 

Alec Stewart, sent in to open by 
Graham Gooch who'droimedlixm- 
- Mfdowri the order, looked far from 
confident. 

. Stewart made 39 off-111 baUs.oitt 
of a first wicket stand of J37 in 35 
oven and was completely overshad- 
owed by Larkins despite- having 
more of the strike. After being drop- 
ped twicehe was Ibw trying to sweep 
Perry. 

• Nasser Hussain moved quickly to 
24 but then drove over a full length 
ball from Banton and lost his off- 
stranp. 

-- Earlier, England had taken the 
last three Jamaican wickets in 12.1 
overs after the home side had 
resumed at 259 for seven. 

Once England had removed 
‘Robert Haynes, who- but 1 two 
'short of a. maiden first-class- con~ 

T£iy, 'ffi? mnmgs was sritftfy wf£|$- 

pcdupby tbe second new baft 

•• Gooch accounted far Haynes, 
who was caught at mtd-on having 
bit 13 fours and a six in this 1 1 8-ball 
stay, the diwniR««i ending a 68-run 
-stand for the right wicket with 
-Perry. 

« Devon Malcolm bowled Carlton 
Xarter through the gate and Angus 
Fraser had Perry caught and 
bowW with only one delivery of the 
' inoraing. 

a* Scoreboard 

V. ENGLAND first Innings 406 LG. 
-Gooch 239) 

JAMAICA first innings 311 (R. 
IHaynosaB) 

; ENGLAND second Innings 
A. Stewart Ibw b Perry 39 

W. Larkins retired hurt 124 

A Lamb b Banton 17 

RSmithb Banton 0 


AUCKLAND, New Zealand, 
Feb 23, (Reuter): A sparkling 1 30 
from captain Mohammed 
Azharuddin lifted India from 
crisis as they chased New 
Zealand's total of 391 on the 
second day of the third Test 
today. 

Struggling on 71 for three aL 
one stage, India fought back to 
316 for seven when bad tight 
stopped a magnificent day's play 
with 8-5 overs still to be bowled. 

Azharuddin and his predeces- 
sor as captain, Dilip Vengsarkar, 
rescued the tourists at the height 
of their troubles, putting on a 
strong 1 44 for the fourth wicket. 

Azharuddin made his 130, 
which included 18 fours, in 272 
minutes as he scored his ninth 
Test century, while Vengsarkar 
recorded the second highest 
Indian score with 47. 

Eager to keep the match open, 
the Indians scored at a brisk rate 
even when they were in trouble. 
Vengsarkar’s dismissal at 215, 
was followed quickly by the 
departure of Sachin Tendulkar, 
the teen-age sensation of the 
second Test, for just five. 

Danny Morrison claimed 
both wickets in 1 1 balls and set 
New Zealand's best bowling 
record with a total of three wick- 
ets for 96. .Vengsarkar, trying to 
'Hook, was caught behind while 
Tendulkar suffered -the same 
fate, although he was attempting 
to force off the back foot 
After a brief hill in the scoring, 
momentum picked up again 
when Kami Dev came m. Kapil 
Dev tried to cut loose but all- 
rounder Richard Hadlee quickly 
ended his offensive at 22 at the 
start of a new spell. 

Earlier, New Zealand added 
four to their overnight total with 
all the runs scored by yesterday's 
Jan Smith, who was 



Azharuddin: unbeaten on 130 


before to Manoj Prabhakar on 
173. 

Yesterday, New Zealand who 
lost the toss and were put in on a 
green, damp pitch, collapsed to 
85 for six against a devastating 
attack led by pace bowler Atul 
Wasson. 

But they recovered so well that 
by the end of play on the first day 
they were powerfully placed at 
387 for nine. 

Young all-rounder Shane 
Thomson, playing in his first 
Test; helped Hadlee initiate the 
rally, the pair putting on 46 for 
the seventh wicket. 

Then came two major stands 
in succession. Hadlee, who 
scored his runs off 1 08 balls, with 
' South added 103 


runs from 23 overs. 

Hadlee, driving with rare 
power, dominated the stand but 
Srm ih was by no means a passive 
partner and after Hadlee's 
departure, at 234, took the 
Indian bowling by storm with 
sturdy drives and hefty pulls. 

Smith, whose previous Test 
century was also on this ground, 
against England six years ago, 
reached his 100 off a mere 95 
balls with 16 fours. 

He needed only another 23 
balls to reach ISO. In this period, 
he hit five fours and two sixes and 
plundered 24 runs in one over — 
, ironically off Wasson himself. 

Smith and Martin Snedden, 
splendid in a supporting role, put 
on 136, a ngw record for New 


Zealand's ninth wicket against 
allcomers. 

Smith's was also the highest 
score by a New Zealand number 
nine and the best in first-class 
cricket. 

Although badly mauled later 
on, Wasson took four of the first 
six wickets India claimed, includ- 
ing that on Martin Crowe, who 
was looking in prime form when 
Wasson had him caught behind 
for 24 with a late out-swinger. 
Scoreboard 

NEW ZEALAND first innings (over- 
night 387 lor nine) 

T. Franklin c T endulkar b Wasson . 4 

J. Wright c Gursharan Singh b Kapil 

Dev.,- 3 

A Jones c Mors b Prabhakar 19 

M. Crowe c More b Wasson 24 

M. Great batch b Wasson 4 

K. Rutherford c Prabhakar b Was- 
son 20 

S. Thomson c More b Kapil Dev .... 22 

R. Hadlee b Hirwani B7 

I. Smith Ibw b Prabhakar 173 

M. Snedden c More b Prabhakar.. 22 

D. Morrison not out 0 

Extras (lb-9, nb-4) 13 

Total 391 

Fall ot wickets: 1-82-29 3-29 4-51 5- 
646-857-131 8-234 9-370. 

Bowling: Kapil Dev 29.2-6-85-2, 
Prabhakar 292-3-123-3 (tab). Was- 
son 1 6.4-1 -1 08-4 (3nb). Hirwani 17-1- 
66-1. 

INDIA first innings 

W. Raman c Franklin b Hadlee 8 

M. Prabhakar Ibw b Snedden 36 

S. Manjrekar b Morrison 16 

□. Vengsarkar c Smith b Morrison 47 

M. Azharuddin notout __.130 

S. Tendulkar c Smith b Morrison... 
Gursharan Singh c and b Thom- 
son 18 

Kapil Dev c Jones b Hadlee 22 

K.More notout 

Extas (b-i, lb-8, nb-18, w-i)_ 28 

Total (for seven wktsj. 316 

To bat: A Wasson, N. Hirwani 
Fall of wickets: 1-152-653-71 4-215 
5-2236-2237-308 
Bowling (to date): Hadlee 23-9-70- 
2 (4-nb), Morrison 18.1-1-96-3 (12- 
nb). Snedden 21-4-73-1 (1-nb). 
Thomson 13-3-68-1 (VnbJ-wide). , 


Australia rout Pakistan 


N. Hussain b Banton 
D. Cape! notout — . 
ft Russell not out . — 


24 

12 

10 

Extras (b-9, lb-4, nb-9) 22 

Total (four wickets declared) __ 248 

Fall of wickets: 1-137, 2-180, 3-203, 
4-225. 

Bowling: Banton 18-3-64-3, 

■Williams 14-6-25-0, Perry 18-1-93-1, 
Carter 13-0-53-0. 

. JAMAICA second innings 
R. Samuels c Smith b Fraser. _ — 5 
R. Staple c Hammings b Malcolm 25 

r J. Adams not out — 10 

. L Williams not out 0 

Extras (lb-4) 4 

v-rtlal (two wickets) 44 

^ FaH of wickets: 1-12. 2-44. 

Bowling: Fraser 7-3-13-1, Mal- 
colm 7-1-27-1. 

Result Match drawn. 


MELBOURNE, Feb 23, (Reuter): 
Dean Jones hit an inspired unbeaten 
83 today to steer Australia to an easy 
victory over Pakistan in the first of the 
three Worid Series Cup cricket finals. 

Australia overhauled Pakistan's 
moderate 162 all out off 47.5 overs 
with seven wickets standing and 4.1 
overs to spare. 

Afian Border struck a vital blow for 
Australia when he won the toss and 
asked Pakistan to bat on a seaming 
pitch. 

The Pakistanis crashed to 50 for five 
in the 19lh over and only a brilliant 86 
from all-rounder Wasim Akram ena- 
bled than to post a reasonable score. 

Akram fmanhcd his runs from only 
76 deliveries, hitting live fours and 
three sixes, despite the lingering effects 
ofa groin strain. 

Australia, lost Mark Taylor (13), 
Tom Moody (4) and Sieve WaughC 1 3) 
cheaply but Jones and Border extin- 
guished Pakistan’s hopes by adding 
109 In only 87 minutes for the fourth 
wicket. 

Jones hit only three fours plus one 
hnge six but his fleet miming between 
the wickets frustrated Imran Khan's 
efforts to put the brake on. 

Border finished on 44 not out while 
Akram followed up his batting fir- 
eworks with two for 30 from 10 overs. 

Scoreboard 

PAKISTAN innings 

Saeed Anwar c and b Alderman 2 

Rameez Raja c Healy b O'Donnell.... 1 
Salim Malik c Alderman b Campbdl39 
Javed Mlandad c Healy b Rack- 
emann 2 


Imran Khan c Healy b Rackemann... 1 

Ijaz Ahmed Ibw b O'Donnell ! 7 

Wasim Akram c P Taylor b Camp- 
bell 88 

Saleem Yousuf c Alderman b P. 

Taylor — _.4 

Tauseel Ahmed c P. Taylor b Camp- 
bell _,10 

Waqar Younus b Alderman D 

Nadeem Ghauri not oui._ 3 

Extras (lb-3 w-3 nb-1) _7 

Total 162 

Fait 1-2 2-8 3-46 4-50 5-50 6-77 7-96 
8-1539-159 

Bowling: Alderman 8.5-2-26-2. 
O'Donnell 10-2-29-2 (Inb), Rack- 
emann 10-5-32-2, Campbell 9-1-39-3 
(2w). Taylor 10-6-33-1 (1w). 

AUSTRALIA 

M. Taylor c Yousuf b Waqar 1 3 

T. Moody c Yousuf b Akram. 4 

D. Jones not out * — 63 

13 
44 
6 


S. Waugh b Akram 

A Border not out — 

Extras (lb-3 w-1 nb-2) . 


Total (for three wickets — 45.5 

overs) 163 

Fall of wickets: 1 -9 2-23 3-54 
Did not bat G. Campbell. I. Healy, T. 
Alderman, S. O'Donnell, C. Rack- 
emann, P. Taytor. 

Bowling: Wasim Akram 10-0-30-2 
(2nb), Imran Khan 9-0-32-0. Waqar 
Younus 9-0-26-1 , Nadeem Ghauri9-0- 
27-0. Tauseef Ahmed 65-0-45-0 (iw) 
Result Australia won by seven wick- 
ets 

Second maiclv. Sydney — Sunday. 
Feb 25 

Third match (if required): Sydney — 
Tuesday, Feb 27. 



Dean Jones 


Lawrence 
takes England 
to victory 

MTJTARE, Zimbabwe, Feb 23. 
(Reuter): Fast bowler David 
Lawrence ended stubborn late 
resistance to clinch victory for 
England A over Young Zim- 
babwe by 138 runs on the third 
and final day of their cricket 
match yesterday. 

The Zimbabwean last pair 
survived eight overs before 
Lawrence had McKay caught 
behind to end the innings for 143 
with 16 deliveries left 

Set 282 to win in a minimum of 
50 overs, Young Zimbabwe were 
never seriously in the hunt des- 
pite a dazzling 60 in 56 balls from 
Darryl Goodwin. 

Left-arm spinner Andy 
Afford, who missed a straight- 
forward chance at mid-on 
offered by Goodwin when he hud 
made 40, helped to make up for 
his lapse by working through the 
middle order in a spell of three for 
25. 

England A earlier extended 
their second innings from the 
overnight 40 for one to 191 for 
three declared, with opener 
James Whitaker making 81 
before retiring hurt with a 
strained back and Graham 
Thorpe hitting 69. 


England set for ordeal by speed in first T est 


KINGSTON, Jamaica, Feb 23, 
(Reuter): The moment oftnith 
has arrived for England’s crick- 
meters with West Indies captain 
Viv Richards ready to unleash 
his fast bowlers on a Sabina Park 
pitch expected to be of uneven ' 
' bounce in the first Test starting 
.tomorrow. 

. Although the pitch is untimely 
. v io be as unpredictable as the sur- 
*flaee on which England were dis- 
patched for 159 and 152 when 
they test the first Test here in 
1986 by 10 wickets, the condi- 
tions should encourage West 
Indies' four-pronged pace 
attack. 

Richards has been asking for 
“fair pitches with an even bounce 
' that win prove beneficial to both 
„ bowlers and batsmen’] in the 
: five-Test series, but Sabina Park 
may not measure up to that ideal. 

England experienced variable 
v . bounce in their drawn three-day 
match ag ains t Jamaica this week 
and all the evidence suggests the 
: bounce will become increasingly 
uneven as the Test progresses. 

The pitch is also expected to be 
;;as quick initially as on the first 
day of the Test here last year 



Devon Malcolm 

when India's batsmen were 
struck a succession of blows on 
the lands and body by the West 
Indian pacemen. 

England are likely to play six 
specialist batsmen and only four 
regular bowlers, a defeusively- 
mraded ploy prompted by their 
determination to avoid a repeti- 
tion of the start to the 1986 series 
when thedereat inside three days 
shattered confidence and 
precipitated the 5-0 series deba- 
cle. 


Patrick Patterson 

In their attempt to counter die 
threat of Malcolm Marshall, lan 
Bishop, Patrick Patterson and 
Courtney Walsh, England arc 
likely to include Nasser Hussain 
as an extra batsman ahead of the 
fast but sometimes erratic Devon 
Malcolm. 

The Derbyshire fast bowler 
has shown himself both on this 
tour and in his only Test, against 
Australia at Trent Bridge last 
year, to be a hostile new tall 
bowler but one who has not per- 


formed well when the shine has 
gone. 

However, Malcolm is expec- 
ted to be named in the 1 2 ahead of 
the out-of-form Phillip 
DeFreitas and fellow pace 
bowler Chris Lewis. 

Guyana-born Lewis’ lack of 
match practice since arriving as a 
replacement for the injured 
Ricardo Ell cock seems' to pre- 
clude his selection but he may 
well play a significant part in the 
rest of the series. 

Hussain is far from ideally 
prepared for his Test debut, hav- 
ing scored only 90 runs in four 
innings on the tour against indif- 
ferent bowling on slowish pit- 
ches. 

It is this lack of proper 
preparation, specifically battmg 
on fast wickets against quick 
bowlers, which places England's 
batsmen at a disadvantage. 

West Indies, who have won 14 
of their last IS Tests against 
England, are almost certain to 
recall Patterson, England's tor- 
mentor on his debut at Sabina 
Park four years ago. 

He played the last of his 17 
Tests in tin: 1 988-89 series in Aus- 
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tralia but his 17 wickets in three 
Red Stripe Cup games for 
Jamaica in Kingston this season 
should ensure his selection 
ahead of Barbadian Ezra 
Moseley. 

■ Twelve of the players 
involved in the match in which 
West Indies gained their first 
Test victory in England 40 years 
ago are to gather tn Jamaica on 
Wed n es d ay for an anniversary 
dinner. 

The Jamaican Cricket 
Association is staging the event 
to mark West Indies victory by 
326 runs at Lord's in 1950. " 

. Seven members ofWest Indies 
team — Allan Rae, Everton 
Weekes, Clyde Walcott, Gerry 
Gomez, Prior Jones. Sonny 
Ramadhin and Alf Valentine — 
and five from England — Sir 
Leonard Hutton, Hubert Dog- 
gart, Gilbert Parkhouse, God-' 
frey Evans and Alec Bedser — 
are attending the dinner. 

Spinners Ramadhin and 
Valentine, who shared 18 wickets 
in the Lord’s triumph, will be 
specially honoured. 
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Bovelander helps Dutch win World Hockey Cupi 


The Dutch team with the Cup. (Reuter wirephoto) 


LAHORE, Pakistan, Feb 23, (Reuter): 
Floris Bovelander was the Dutch hero, 
scoring twice from penalty comers, as 
they beat Pakistan 3-1 in the World 
Hockey Cup final today to lift their first 
major title since 1973. ■ 

He scored twice in the space of two 
minutes after Pakistan had sent the 
noisy, flag wavingcrowd wild by taking 
an early lead. 

Shahbaz Ahmad, one of the tour- 
nament's outstanding players, jinked 
through and flicked the ball past Frank 
Liestra in the Dutch goal after only five 
minutes. 

Fans broke down gates to swell the 


National Hockey Stadium's 55,000 
capacity to around 70,000 — convinced 
they were going to see their side win the 
cup for the fourth tone. 

They clambered on top of hoardings 
and the roof of stands to watch the 
action. 

But after the early elation of Shah- 
baz’s goal, Bovelander scored in the 
12th and 14th minutes and Gy$ Weter- 
ings added the third early in the second 


Although the Dutch won the 
European title in 1 987, were third at the 
Seoul Olympics and hold the Intercon- 
tinental Cup, this was their first major 


title for 17 years. 

Pakistan dominated the early stages, 
gaining the lead through Shahbaz' 
goal. 

But a break while Dutch sweeper 
Rene Klaassen received medical atten- 
tion gave the Netherlands a chance to 
regroup and they then began to take 
control. 

The elusive Tom van’t Hek gained 
the Netherlands their first penalty cor- 
ner and Bovelander lived up to his 
reputation, smacking his shot past the 
prone Pakistani goalkeeper’s outstret- 
ched arms. 

Two minutes later Hek won another 


p enal ty corner and Bovelander put the 
Dutch 2-1 ahead with a shot that rico- 
cheted into the goal off the goalkeeper. 
It was Bovdander’s ninth goal of the 

tou rnamen t 

The Netherlands sealed the result 
shortly after the break when left winger 
Gys Weterings lashed home a fierce 
shot. 

Pakistan were unlucky in the dosing 
moments when Qazi Mohib struck the 
right post with a penalty shot, but by 
< then it was clear the Dutch were going 
to walk away with the cup. 

Earlier, defending champions Aus- 
tralia outplayed West Germany to win 


2-1 and take third place in the tour-*: 
nament. 

Surprise choice Jay Stacy scored for 
Australia from their first penalty cor- 
ner. with a powerful flick in the eighth 
minute. 

Left winger Neil H&wgood added to 
their lead in the 41st minute, while 
Carsten Fischer pulled one back for the. 
Germans with a penalty corner drive in 
the 57th minute. 

The Germans, with an eye to the 
future, fielded several youngsters, but 
brought on Stefan Blocher and Eck- 
hardt Schmidt-Opper for the second 
half. 




RESULTS orSAS bridge game held 
on Tuesday: 

N/S 

1. Mrs Dona & Dr Add I 

2. Shcrin & El Baz 1- 

3. Mrs Bianca & A Tawil n 

E/W 

1. Gajjar&Banyoi 

2. Shah & Zubauri ' 

3. Latala & Reddy \ 

Best mix- pair: Mrs Pereira & i 
D'Souza. 

Appeal lost 

LONDON, Feb 23. (Reuter): John 1 
McEnroe has lost his appeal against 1 
fines imposed during the Australian 
Open and could be banned from 1 
playing other Grand Slam tour- j 
naments if be runs into further trou- 
ble this year, tennis officials said 1 
today. ! 

Kuwait Trophy 

AJAZ and Mansoor will lead the 
Kuwait teams in the Kuwait Cricket j 
Trophy on February 25, being I 
played at the Quaid-e-Millat Airport 
ground on the occasion of the ] 
Kuwait National Day. The Kuwait 
Cricket Trophy is being organised by 
Morning Star cricketers and the 
organisers have named the two teams 
and also an airlines ticket to Pakistan 
for the Man of the Match. The match 
will start at 9.00 am. 

Panam Games 

HAVANA. Feb 23. (Reuter): The 
chief organiser of the 1991 Pan 
American Games in Cuba said yes- I 
today he hoped the US government 
would come to its senses and stop 
blocking planned television coverage 
ofthe event by the US network ABC 
ABC has been refused permission to 
televise the August, 1991 Games 1 
because the network would have to 
pay a fee of about S6.S million to 
Cuba which would violates US trade 
embargo against the communist- 1 
ruled island. 

Taxes underpaid 

CINCINNATI, Feb 23. (AP): The 
Internal revenue service has 
documented that Pete Rose under- 
paid his taxes by more than SI 00 ,000 
between 1985 and 1987, according to 
a report Wednesday in the Plain 
Dealer of Cleveland. 

American sprinter 

NEW YORK. Feb 23, (Reuter): 
Though best remembered for not 
keeping track of time. American 
sprinter Eddie Hart has decided it is 
time to get back on the track. At 40 
yean old. the former co-holder of the 
100 metres world record will get his 
first crack at the world's elite in 
nearly 18 years when he competes at 
the US Indoor Athletics Champion- 
ships in New York this evening. 

NBA games 


Oman hold U AE 1 -1 


Bahrain, Qatar play to goalless draw 


THE United Arab Emirates, 

■ contenders for the World Cup, 
were stunned by rank outsiders 
Oman in a 1-1 draw on Thursday 
in the )0th Arab Cup Gulf foot- 
ball tournament- The half-time 
score was 1-0 to Oman. 

The Emirates' Polish coach 
Bernard Blaut told a post-match 
press conference: “I have never 
seen my team play this kind of 
football before ... we missed at 
least five open chances." 

Blaut partly blamed an uneven 
pitch for the loss. He also said 
that he had to change the team at 
the last minute before the match. 
“One of the main strikers, Zuhair 
Bakhit, was unwell, therefore we 
had to shuffle the lineup," the ex- 
Polish international said. 

But he still said: “I don't know 
and can't explain why our boys 
played such bad football.” The 
Polish coach took over in Jan- 
uary from Brazilian Mario 
Zagalo who was fired by the 
UAE Football Association. 

The game was played at the 
Friendship and Peace Stadium. 

Oman scored their goal in the 
29th minute. Zaher Salim took 
an indirect kick from 30 yards 
(metres). Hilal Hamoud headed 
the ball which hit the UAE 


keeper Mohsm Musbah's knees. 

The stocky goalkeeper, who 
played a prominent role in 
U AE’s qualification through the 
second round of the World Cup, 
lost his balance and fell inside his 
own goal to give Oman the lead. 

Oman kept a tight marking in 
the midfield, blocking the 
movement of the white-shirted 
UAE players. 

As Oman's West German 
coach Bernd Patzke anticipated, 
the UAE came back with force in 
the second half, grabbing the 
initiative and scoring the' equal- 


iser in the 58th minute through 
substitute Fahad Khamis. 

Khamis headed home a 
rebound from the crossbar. 

“To take a point away from 
the team going to Italy for the 
World .Cup finals is a great 
achievement for us," Patzke said. 

The tournament, the 10th to be 
held by the Arab States of the 
Gulf region, is played by the 
UAE, O man, Kuwait, Bahrain, 


The kick-off match in the tour- 
nament which goes through 
March 9 was between Kuwait 



EPS?::, \ 
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An action shot of the Oman, UAE match. 


Oldham, Everton draw 

Villa move to the top 


NEW YORK, Feb 23, (Rcuicr): i 

Results of National Basketball I 
Association games played yesterday: | 
New York 1 19 Washington 1 10 

Milwaukee 109 Dallas Q? 

Utah 116 LA Clippers 102 

Phoenm UM Sacr a mento 98 

Unified team 

KUWAIT. Feb 23. tUPl); South and 
North Yemen will field a unified 
team for the time at the XI Asian 
Games in Beijing Scpi 22 - Oct 7. 
Sheikh Fahad Al Sabah, president of 
the Olympic Council of Asia, 
received confirmation Wednesday, 
according to secretary -general 
Abdul Mulaleb Ahmed. 

Tyson’s sister 

NEW YORK. Feb 23. tUPIl: Mike 
Tyson’s 24-y ear-old sister was found 
dead Wednesday in her home and 
police said preliminary indications 
were that (he overweight woman suf- 
fered a heart attack. Denise Ander- 
son. 24. was found by her husband 
about 8.40 am in their Queens home, 
sud officer Ralph St Just. 

WBC president 

MEXICO CITY. Feb 23. (UP! V Jose 
Sutaiman. the embattled president of 
the World Boxing Council, Wednes- 
day received unanimous support 
from his group's executive commit- 
tee and will remain at the job he has 
held the last 15 years. ] 

Hall of Fame 

NEWPORT. Rhode Island. Feb 23. 
(UPll: Jan Kodcs. the unassuming 

Chechoslovakian w ho won Wim- 
bledon and (he French Open, 
tomorrow mil be named as the 
newest inductee to the international 
Tennis Hall of Fame “1 compare this 
to winning one of the Grand Slams.'' 
Kodcs, 43. said in a telephone 
interview yesterday from Prague. 

Unares chess 

UNARES, Spain, Feb 23, t Reuter* 
Boris Gulk o of the United Slates beat 
Yugoslavia's Ljubonur Ljubolevic 
yesterday in the Unares chess tour- 
nament. winning a fourth round 
game that had been adjourned on 
Wednesday. Gulko won m 78 moves. 


LONDON, Feb 23, (Reuter): Aston Villa beat Tot- 
tenham 2-0 on Wednesday to go clear at the top of 
the English soccer First Division for the first time 
since they won the League title in 1981. 

Ian Ormondroyd and David Platt were the 
scorers as Villa virtually killed off Tottenham’s 
hopes of League glory and went two points clear of 
Liverpool with one game still in hand. 

Ormondroyd blasted Villa ahead after 51 min- 
utes, racing in unchallenged to slam his shot past 
keeper Erik Thorstvedt, while Platt claimed his 21 st 
goal of the season in the 66th. 

Villa’s win stood out in stark contrast to the 
night's fifth round replays for the Football Associa- 
tion (FA) Cup, in which all four matches ended in 
draws after extra time. 

Everton, runners-up last year, struggled to a 1-1 
draw at home against Second Division Oldham — 
who have already effectively won a League Cup final 
place — after Ian Marshall put the visitors l -0 ahead 
I 1 2 minutes into extra lime. 

| Playing with only 10 men after Northern Ireland 
international Norman Whiteside was sent off in the 
48th minute, Everton were saved by Kevin Sheedy 
six minutes from time. 

The second replay will be at Oldham on Feb 28 
with the winners playing Villa in the quarterfinals. 

Third Division Blackpool battled to a goalless 
draw at First Division Queens Park Rangers while 
Fourth Division Cambridge went ahead after 34 
seconds of extra time against Third Division Bristol 
City, only to lose the lead three minutes later. 

The night's all Second Division tie between Barn- 
sley and Sheffield United finished goalless, and they 
will try again next Monday, with Barnsley having 
home advantage. 

■ Aston Villa defender Kevin Gage is determined 


to shake off a personal jinx and help his side to 
extend their English League lead when they enter- 
tain Wimbledon tomorrow. 

Gage missed out on an FA Cup winners' medal in 
1988 when he left Wimbledon For Villa and since 
then has never been on the winning side against his 
former club. 

“We lost to them 1-0 three times last season and I 
was out injured when we won there 2-0 this season," 
Gage said. 

“I know that Wimbledon love putting one over on 
the big clubs. People regard them as the paupers of 
the First Division and they will be relishing the 
chance of knocking us off our perch.” 

With second-placed Liverpool not playing this 
weekend, Aston Villa, have the chance to go five 
points dear. _ 

“We may not be in the same class as Liverpool but 
are effective in what we do and play to our streng- 
ths," said Gage. 

But assistant manager John Ward warned that 
Villa, looking for their eight successive League won, 
would have to fight to protect their lead. 

Chelsea will face Manchester United without 
their captain Graham Roberts who has a groin 
injury but Scottish international striker Gordon 
D>urie should be fit. 

The visiting Manchester side will include Paul 
Inoe who returned as a substitute in the FA Cup fifth 
round win against Newcastle last Sunday after miss- 


ing two games because of a hamstring injury. 

Southampton manager Chris Nicholl hopes to 
have winger Matthew Le Tissier, who missed last 


week's FA Cup defeat at Liverpool with a turned 
ankle, back in action for their visit to struggling 
Luton. 


and Bahrain on Feb 21, with the 
hosts defeating Bahrain 1-0. 

Both Kuwait and Iraq, the 
current champions of the bien- 
nial event, are the favourites to 
win this contest. 

■ Bahrain kept their hopes alive 
after managing a goalless draw 
against Qatar. This was the first 
match for Qatar. 

Both teams played a slow 
game in the first half but 
improved in the second, par- 
ticularly Qatar, who missed a 
number of easy scoring chances. 
B ahrain were saved on several 
occasions by their veteran 
excellent goalkeeper, Hmoud 
Sultan, 34. He stood solid in his 
goal and prevented several dear 
chan ces from Qatar's Muftah 
and Sufi. 

The best chance for the match 
was missed by Qatar’s Adel 
Khamees halfway through 
second half, when he got a neat 
pass and had only to brat Sultan. 
Khamees lopped the ball over the 
advancing Sultan but the ball 
touched the upper edge ofthe bar 
and went for a goal lack. 

In today’s match to be played 
at 3.45 pm, Kuwait mil be 
eagerly looking to add two more ■ 
points at the cost of Oman. 

Becker sails 
past Mecir 
for semifinals 

'STUTTGART, West Germany^ 
Feb 23, (Reuter): Wimbledon 
champion Boris Becker moved 
doser to a dash with I van LendL 
the man he is determined to dis- 
place as number one in world 
i tennis, when he reached the 
semifinals of the Stuttgart Clas- 
[ sic ATP event today. 

> The world number two, who 
last month pulled out of a West 
, German Davis Cup tie to give I 
f himself more time to concentrate 

. on his goal powered his way past 

Czechoslovak Olympic cham- 
s pion Miloslav Mecir 6-4 6-2 in 
e the quarterfinals ofthe SI milli on 
tournament. 

lt Becker, perilously close to 
elimination from the event yes- 
~ terday in a tough three-set 
encounter with Soviet Alexander 
, Volkov, always looked in control 

against Mecir. 

Becker is seeded to meet Cze- 
xt choslovak Lendl in the final on 
u Sunday. But the route will not be 

m easy. 

The West German faces an 
nl awkward semifinal on Saturday 
th with in-form Swede Jonas Svens- 
s- son who has beaten two of the 
■ top six seeds on his way to the Last 
to four. 

st Sevensson, ranked 44th in the 
id world, swept aside Austrian sixth 

ag seed Horst Skoff 6-2 6-4 in his 
quarter-final. 



A Bahraini player gets tangled in netting. (Photos by Ahmed Barouni) 

Troubled rebel tour 

, , Coghlan 

ends in controversy h 0 n 0U red 


JOHANNESBURG, Feb 23. (Renter): Mike Gatting’s. troubled rebel 
cricket-tour of South Africa ended today as much confusion and 


It finished with AS Bacher, the man who masterminded the boycott- 
breaking trip, bring pubBdy castigated by his own cricket board for 
going wo far in his attempts to appease the main opponents of the tour. 

South African Cricked Union president Geoff Dakin issued a 
statement repudiating an agreement Bacher made with the National 
Sports Congress (NSQ that a second, longer tour by the rebds later tins 
year would be called dff. 

“Dr Bacher concedes that he bad no mandate from his board to cancri 
the tour and the Sacu has accepted his regrets c on cerning the matter," 
Dakin said. 

Although senior cricket sources privately said tbe second tour would 
certainly not take place, Dakin saida final decision would be made soon 
by the full Sacu board. 

However, the sources also said that in a perverse way the rebel tour 
may have acted as a catalyst to accelerate South Africa’s readmismonto 
official Test cricket after 20 years of isolation. 

“It has made the opposing parties speak to each other and the fact that 
they did reach an accommodation whereby the protests were called off is 

very sigmficant," one senior Sacu official said- . . 

BarfrrJ a formr 1- African Ty«t Mpbiin, Hm woa the admiration 
of even those most bitterly opposed to the tour through his efforts to 
acco m modate the protesters. , 

Several times he went with anti-tour leaders to gain permission from 
rhalo Mil wiag iarrare for them to de m ons tr ate outswle the grounds. 

By doing so he angered ri^it-wing whites but Bacher was unrepentant, 
saying: “We support the right of anyone to stage a peaceful protest.” 

Darcy increases lead 

DUBAI, Feb 23, (Reuter): the 550 yards 13tb. 

Ireland’s Eamonn Darcy dou- Severiano Ballesteros, whose 
bled his overnight lead to six seven-birdie 69 left him on 141, 

strokes after a 68 in yesterday’s said: “1 hit a lot of shots I woul- 

sccond round of the Desert Clas- dn’t normally hit — I still haven’t 

sic golf tournament. found my competitive edge after 

He moved 12-under-par on a six weeks layoff." 

J32, .with Australian Peter Sweden’s Mats Lanner joined 

O Malley his closest challenger the Spaniard with a best-of-the- 
after a round of 70. day 66. 


DUBAI, Feb 23, (Reuter): 
Ireland’s Eamonn Darcy dou- 
bled his overnight lead to six 
strokes after a 68 in yesterday’s 
second round of the Desert Clas- 
sic golf tournament. 

He moved 12-under-par on 
132, .with Australian Peter 
O’Malley his closest challenger 
after a round of 70. 

Darcy, who last achieved a 
tour victory in the 1987 Belgian 
Open said: “Defending a lead 
which was nine strokes at one 
stage is tricky. I jsut concentrated 
on staying aggressive." 

He added five more birdies to 
his tally, taking his tournament 
total to 1 1, plus one eagle. Darcy 
has dropped just one shot to 
date. 

O'Malley, fresh, from finishing 
seventh in the Australian Mas- 
ters on Sunday, holed from 30 
feet for one ofhis three birdies. A 
300 yards drive set up an eagle at 


NEW YORJt Feb 23, (UMV. W 
Perhaps in testimony to the stalls ' 
of modern medicine, Mary 
Slaney and Eamonn Coghlan 
were named Wednesday as die 
indoor track and field’s Athletes 
ofthe Decade. 

Both middle distance runners 
have overcome numerous 
injuries to set world standards, 
and despite a combined age of 68 
they are still competing. 

“The one thing that standsout 
for me is that 1 only competed in 
five of those years during -the 
. decade," Coghlan said, referring - 
to all the time he missed because . 
of injuries. “I’m being honoured 
over so many other great athletes 
for participating in only half that 
time. 

“This won’t inspire me to run 
more, but it certainly is nice that 
people in the sport are recogniz- 
ing me as a person who through 
the years has stood out'* 

The selections of Slaney and 
Coghlan. the world indoor mile _ 
record-holder, were announced s 
in conjunction with the USA/ 7 
Mobil Track and Reid Cham-., 
pionships being held this evemng” 
in Madison Square Garden. ' 

While Coghlan, aconvivial In- j 
shman who has attempted a j 
comeback on the boards this . 
season, admits that at age 37 the j 
legs are beginning to go, Slaney, . 
31, insists the best is yet to be in ; 
het career. . : f 


Agassi retires with food poisoning 



% 


$ 


Agassi defaulted me game :o Samaras 


PHILADELPHIA, Feb 23. 
(Reuter): Third seed Andre 
Agassi retired with food poison- 
ing from his third round match 
against I3th-seeded fellow 
American Pete Sampras at the SI 
million US Pro Indoor Tennis 
Tournament yesterday. 

The tournament has now lost 
its top three seeds. Top seed John 
McEnroe and second seed Brad 
Gilbert, both Americans, lost in 
their second round matches on 
Wednesday. 

The sixth-ranked Agassi won 
the fust set 7-5. Sampras had just 
taken the second set 7-5 when 
Agassi retired. 

Agassi left the court midway 
through the second set and alth- 
ough he returned to finish the set . 
he looked sickly. 

Agassi apparently ate spagh- 
etti with tomato sauce at a res- 
taurant in Philadelphia. He then 
ate a banana at the Spectrum 
Stadium while waiting for his 
maich to start. 

The 32nd-ranked Sampras 


will go on to.the quarter-finals to 
meet fifth seed Tim Mayotte wbo 
won a tense third-set tiebreak 
from fellow American Glenn 
Layendecker to advance. 

The other quarterfinals have 
fourth seed Jay Ber ge r of the 
United States meeting 
Petr Korda of Czechoslovakia 
seventh seed Andres Gomez of 
Ecuador playing unseeded Dut- 
chman Paul Haarhuis, and 
eighth seed Jim Courier of the 
United States paired against 
unseeded Australian Mark Kiat- 

Mnann 

The eighth-ranked Mayoue, 
who has gone three sets in both of 
his matches here, finally won the 
tiebreak 7-4 toprevail4-6 6-3 7-6. 

“I’m playing too dose to the 
edge," Mayotte said. “I’ve been 
winning a lot of matches lately 
and playing with confidence. But 
the last two matches I just didn't 
get to the sticking point." 

Courier was thnlled with his 6- 
3 5-7 6-4 third round victory over 


lOth-seeded South African Chr- 
isto van Rensbuig yester da y. ! 

“This win puls me into tbe top 
20 for the first time," the 19-year- > 
old Courier said. TThat’s some- 
thing I wanted very badly.” 

In other third- round play, Ber- 
ger ousted 14th seed Wally 
Masur of Australia 6-2 6-4, 
Gomez outlasted ninth-seeded 
American Kevin Cuxiea 6-7 6-3 
6-4 and Kratzmann stopped 
Richey Renebera ofthe United 
States 6-4 6-4. 

The 5 1 st-ranked Rene berg 
upset McEnroe in the second 
round on Wednesday. 

Mayotte seems to own this 
tournament. He’s been in the fin- 
als here the past four years and 

won the eventin 1987 and 1988. 
“It's so psychological that you 

play weflin one city all the time,” 
said the 29-year-old Mayotte. 
“When you walk on the court 
you fed you’ve got it together. 
This is where I’ve played my best 

tennis." 


Navratilova hits a forehand during her 6-0 6-0 victory over Anri 
Grossman on Wednesday. (Reuter wirephoto) j 

Garrison wins easily; 

of «“ S350 ’«» Washing 

wori ^ on streaks of seven and 


ISSEYS*** and con^SS^SVev^ 

jfiSssatTSftss 

FiSS, /Si ^. atiiaj3e Tauziat of France eliminated Italian T inda ^ " 
and American Anne &rith served ST* 8101081 en ^dy from the baseline 

*%*£*««» others^ SfiS 0 ™” 

and wStingfOTthe sctedule nfS! praCtic ™ g two or tiir ee times a day. 
“It’s stranjs out to see if I played," she said 
W to Phiy y ° n 
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